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~ G. Willow Wilson @gwillow.me - 2mo

First: if it's "easier" to write relatable villains than relatable 'good guys,’
that means something and should be considered as an independent

question. *Why* have villains become so popular in recent decades?

Because they reflect people’'s lived experiences within a broken
system.
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First: if it's "easier" to write relatable villains than relatable 'good guys,’
that means something and should be considered as an independent
question. *Why* have villains become so popular in recent decades?
Because they reflect people's lived experiences within a broken
system.

(J1s ) 369 Q 2K

G. Willow Wilson @gwillow.me - 2mo

Conversely, why have 'good guys' become so cringe, so unrelatable,
so one-note? Bc ‘good guys' are historically portrayed as rule-
followers. Law-abiders. Both-sides-ers. For the last few decades, that
means that the ‘good guys' end up defending the same broken system
*that produces the villains.*

O 40 =3 421 Q 2.3K



G. Willow Wilson @gwillow.me - 2Zmo

If you want to write heroes in the year 2025, you have to decide what
they stand for, and then stand for it. The mealy-mouthed, offend-no-

one approach no longer works. People respond to the Walter Whites bc
you can put truth in their mouths. So put truth in the mouths of the
good guys.
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G. Willow Wilson @gwillow.me - 2mo

If you want to write heroes in the year 2025, you have to decide what
they stand for, and then stand for it. The mealy-mouthed, offend-no-
one approach no longer works. People respond to the Walter Whites bc

you can put truth in their mouths. So put truth in the mouths of the
good guys.
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G. Willow Wilson @gwillow.me - 2Zmo

This is easier said than done, btw, because the default position in US
culture is still that a hero is someone who doesn't offend anybody, who
isn't political, and whose ideals are conveniently abstract. No one
thanks you for writing a hero with opinions. Ask me how | know.

(J 41 = 202 Q 2k
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UESTIONING
Questioning Neutrality IJBRARY

~ NEUTRALITY

ESSAYSF *A PP(\‘ SSIVE LIBRARIAN




Related but Distinct Concepts




N\ Intellectual freedom is exercised by
\\ the individual library user while...
dilbh

Neutrality
and

Intellectual »
neutrality is the stance adopted by
the library as a government-funded
FreedOm m institution to facilitate that

freedom, to the extent desired by
that individual.
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The “Public Good” vs. Public Interest
(Harper & Stein 2006; Sandercock 1998)




Social License
(Margeson 2023).

thin the bounds of
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The Rhetoric of Intervention in LIS
(Lankes 2011)

THE ATLAS OFE NEW LIBRARIANSHIP

R David Lankes
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A Wicked Problem:

Public Libraries and
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Ideological shift: Prior to
2022, majority of challenges
from progressive left (e.g.,
Irreversible Damage); now
leaning more conservative.

Total Reported Challenges, Canada:
2015-2023

Figure 2:Total reported challenges to library resources in Canada, 2015-2023

Nyby, M. J., & Ellis, R. H. (2024). A Confluence of Trends in Library
Censorship. The Political Librarian, 7(2).



Challenges in US Libraries - ALA OIF

“YBANNED &
« CHALLENGED
“BOOKS



More organized
campaigns -- Influence
of reactionary
movements in U.S.

Increase in rate of
challenges but a large
decrease in unique
titles.

List of titles in Canada
mirroring those
challenged in U.S.

LGBTQIA+ Challenges:

Percentage share of all reported challenges
B usa [ CAN

12.3%
12.1%
9.8%
5.1%

6.9%

7.9%

0 10 20 30
Figure 4: Comparison of incidence rates of challenges to LGBTQIA+ resources.

Nyby, M. J., & Ellis, R. H. (2024). A Confluence of Trends in Library
Censorship. The Political Librarian, 7(2).



Is Library Neutrality an “Abstr




As a Natural Right (Thomas Paine, The Rights
of Man, 1791)

Photo: Matt Brown, Thomas Paine Statue [flickr] CC BY 2.0
Creative Commons License.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

As a Civil Right (Thomas Paine, The Rights of
Man, 1791)

Photo: Matt Brown, Thomas Paine Statue [flickr] CC BY 2.0
Creative Commons License.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Ethical: Kant’s “Categorial Imperative”
Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
(1785)




Instrumental: John Stuart Mill, On Liberty
(1859)

> ON LIBERTY

AMAZON CLASSICS



Democratic: Alexander Meiklejohn, Free Speech
and its Relation to Self-Government (1948)




Conflict Resolution: Political Liberalism
(Rawls 1993)
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To Summarize...

and the rights of others to their own beliefs
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Space, Culture, and Inclusive Pluralism

in Cities Worldwide




Pluralism
(Ravitch 1990)




Perspective:
City Planning







Modern Planning movements (1945 - )




Rational Comprehensive Planning (1945+)
(Planning for...)
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Advocacy Planning

th...)

ing wi

(Plann



Radical Planning (1973+)
(Planning by...)

« Impatience with even-handedness of
Advocacy, unable to sufficiently advance
social justice

« Community is the planner, the planner is
the “hired gun”

« Community’s values are the planner’s
values

INSURGENCIES

ESSAYS IN PLANNING THEORY

JOHN FRIEDMANN
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Collaborative/Transactional Planning (1993+)
(Planning together...)

Gy

PLANNINGENVIRONMENT- CITIES

Shaping
in Fragmented Societies




Value Neutrality 2 (VN2)

(Collaborative/Transactional Planning)




Neutrality...
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Multidimensional Model of Neutrality
(Dudley & Wright 2022; after Emran 2015)

y (i.e., intellectual freedom)
heir own goals.



https://hxlibraries.substack.com/p/multidimensional-library-neutrality

Clarifying Value Neutrality




Modes of Planning and Neutrality

Rational
| Planning
- Advocacy
- Planning
~ Radical Ideally VN 2;
Planning often No
Collaborative Yes - VN2
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Dialogical Librarianship
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Questions? Commen
Please contact us:

|

:-‘ L L]
dudley@uwinnipeg.ca



mailto:m.dudley@uwinniepg.ca
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Questioning library neutrality: Essays from
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