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Marion Elizabeth Gilroy

Marion Gilroy, 1932. Credit Acadia University yearbook, The Axe.

b. 20 Aug. 1912, Spring Hill, NS; d. 21 June 1981, Vancouver, BC

Education:

1932 BA (Acadia University)
1933 MA (University of Toronto)
1939 BLS (Columbia University), Carnegie Fellow
1959 MLS (University of Chicago)

Positions:

1933–1940 Research Librarian, Public Archives of Nova Scotia
1940–1946 Acting Director, Nova Scotia Regional Library Commission and Director, Atlantic Command
Library
1946–1963 Supervisor, Regional Libraries of Saskatchewan
1963–1978 Associate Professor, University of British Columbia School of Librarianship
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Associations/Committees:

Maritime Library Association; President, 1941–45
Saskatchewan Library Association, President, 1948–49
Canadian Library Association; President, 1951–52

Other Activities:

Marion Gilroy “performed surveys of library needs across Canada, in regions as diverse Montreal
Island and the Northwest Territories. She also hosted many radio and television broadcasts and had a
stint as a movie star in the National Film Board production Books for Beaver River.” During her
teaching at UBC [University of British Columbia] she taught courses in public libraries, school libraries,
readers services and book selection. In later years she traveled to exotic places including Russia and
the Canadian North.
— Celebrating Women’s Achievements

One of the individuals to whom the Saskatchewan of today owes a great debt of gratitude is often
referred to as “the small woman in the big hat driving the big black van.” Her name was Marion
Gilroy, and her accomplishments are nothing short of heroic.
— Verne Clemence, Saskatchewan's Own, 2004
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