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n May 27, eight Ex Libris
members took part in a
tour given by Phil Gold,
archivist of Sunnybrook Health
Sciences Centre in Toronto. Phil
Gold had given a presentation at
the ELA Annual Conference in
November 2013 on the libraries and
archives of Sunnybrook Hospital,
and this tour gave us the opportunity
to view the facilities firsthand.
We met at the entrance to L Wing
and went on a walking tour of the
Veterans’ Centre, which included
photographic displays and memorabilia.
A visit to the Sunnybrook Branch
Library, which is the only full-service
Toronto Public Library branch located
within a hospital, was most enjoyable.
Stephen Izen, community branch head,
described working in this location as
a “dream job.” Not only is there the
privilege of providing service to the
veterans, who appreciate the resources
the library offers, but the room is
a comfortable, pleasant space with
attractive views of the garden area. The
collection includes books, audiovisual
materials,
magazines, and
talking books.
There is a large
selection of
books related
to Canada’s
participation
in WWI and
WWII, and in
Photo by Lynda Moon
the Korean War.

The library also provides a weekly story
time to children from the hospital’s
daycare centre and is open to hospital
staff. (For a full description of the
library’s history, refer to Phil Gold’s
article, “An Oasis from the Sterility,”
in the Spring 2014 issue of ELAN.)
A visit to the Sunnybrook Archives
in the basement of K Wing followed.
Sunnybrook Archives “identifies,
acquires, and provides access to nonpatient records of Sunnybrook Health
Sciences Centre.” The archives include
historical records of the Department
of Veterans Affairs regarding its
administration of Sunnybrook
Hospital from 1948 to 1966.
The small room houses a wide range
of formats, from document files to
photographs, medical drawings, tape
recordings, and memorabilia. Among
the treasures Phil Gold showed us was
a guest book from the early decades
of the veterans’ hospital. The visitors
included members of the British Royal
Family (Elizabeth both as princess

continued on page 2

Ex Libris Association Annual Conference
Our Annual Conference will be held on Monday, November 17,
starting at 10 a.m. at the Northern District Branch of the Toronto
Public Library. Full information will be mailed separately.
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President’s Report
By Rick Ficek

T

he Board has
been busy this
year with a
number of activities.
Here’s an update.
Ex Libris membership is stable,
but we would like to increase our
numbers. Because of that, an important
focus of the board’s activities over the
last six months has been to develop
strategies to attract new members –
and I’m asking for help from all ELA
members. I’d like you to discuss with
friends and acquaintances the benefits
of becoming a member of Ex Libris.
There are many reasons to join Ex
Libris, Canada’s only organization for
retired library and archive workers. You
can keep up your skills, continue to
learn, and contribute to your profession,
without being concerned or worried
about impressing others in order to
“get ahead” or get that promotion you
really don’t want. You can give as much
or as little of your time as you wish,
without incurring the displeasure of a
supervisor or boss for being indolent or
not committed to your work; learning
about and contributing to the world
you worked in can now be within your
control and entirely for your own wellbeing and enjoyment. What is even
more fun is being able to indulge in an
un-Canadian activity by complaining
about (excuse me! I meant to say
critiquing), the profession and suggesting
how it may be improved. Ex Libris can
be of assistance here. Keep in mind that
retirement does not mean you have to
leave the world of libraries and archives.
Our financial situation is good, with
$800 more in the bank this year than last.

…continued from page 1

and queen), foreign dignitaries,
politicians, and entertainers (such as
Bob Hope). Phil Gold is kept busy
with the many boxes of materials that
are transferred to the archives. The
Sunnybrook Archives is open to staff
and the general public on Tuesdays
and Fridays, or by appointment

The Lamb Award was not granted
in 2014, as there were no applicants.
This situation was largely a result of
changes at CLA. We will have to take
responsibility for it next time. Stan
Skrzeszewski volunteered to chair our
W. Kaye Lamb Award subcommittee.
Under the very able direction of
Nancy Williamson, professor emerita
of University of Toronto, we have
compiled a rich database – Biographies
of Librarians and Information
Professionals in Canada – which is
available on our website. Here you will
find the legends of our world and the
contributions they made over the years.
When we want to understand how to
make our profession better, we can look
at and learn from these pioneers. It is
oftentimes from the past that the best
plans for the future can be achieved. It
is from these individuals that we can
learn how to better treat the public, a
role sometimes inadequately referred to
as “customer service.” It is from these
library and archive workers that we can
learn to champion The Word and learn
to improve our collections. And from
our predecessors we can learn about real
freedom of expression and the right
to differ from those “above us” [sic].
There are two noteworthy librarians
we intend to add to our database:
John Marshall and Angus Mowat.
John Marshall was known to many
as a professor of library science at the
University of Toronto. His students
may not have know that John was
blacklisted and fired from his job in the
’50s because he was a member of the
Communist Party of Canada. Many of
these same students carried on John’s

(416-480-6100, ext. 2571). Because
of time constraints, we did not visit
the Sunnybrook staff medical library.
After the tour we lunched at Riz
Restaurant on Bayview Avenue.
Thanks to Doreen London for
organizing the tour and lunch. n

commitment to social justice and the
rights of the information-poor in their
own careers. Another giant of our
profession was Angus Mowat – also
the father of Fairley Mowat. He was
a formidable presence across Canada,
ensuring that libraries reached into the
smallest of rural communities. Like his
son, Mowat was not easily impressed
and would have been distressed and
vocal about the current wholesale
destruction of many federal libraries
and archives. His goal was universal
access to libraries, but not at the
expense of strong quality collections.
Continuing our mission of advocating
on behalf of libraries and librarianship,
I sent a letter to Gail Shea, the minister
of fisheries and oceans, to voice
our concerns about the closure and
destruction of the ministry’s libraries,
but haven’t heard back as of late July.
We have also been busy planning
for our Annual Conference, which
will be held on Monday, Nov. 17.
Attendees will hear a library consultant
discuss the future of the Toronto
Public Libraries, and bibliophiles
and experts talk about the art and
practice of collecting cookbooks. n

Notice to Members
Help us keep our email listserv
current. If you and/or someone
you know are/is not receiving
our emails, please send your new
email address to Bob Henderson
at bob_1949@hotmail.com.
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Update: Carp Membership
Linked With Ex Libris

L

Alvin Schrader and John Warrener with the winner of the 2012 Lamb Award, Teresa Rehman of
Coquitlam Public Library, at the Ex Libris booth at the 2014 CLA Annual Conference in Victoria.

ast fall, CARP (formerly Canadian
Association of Retired Persons)
made an arrangement with ELA to offer
a reduced membership if ELA members
wanted to join or renew. As of spring
2014, ELA was able to enrol enough
members to qualify for a 25 per cent
discount off the regular fee of $35.95.
Membership in CARP includes:
(1) Benefits and discounts for health,
home, and auto insurance as well as
travel, phones, and household services.
(2) Advocacy on issues such as health
care and pensions. (3) Information on
healthy living, financial planning, and
consumer protection. (4) Community
services with 50 local chapters
across Canada. (5) A subscription
to CARP Zoomer Magazine.
If you are interested in joining
CARP, be sure to mention that you are
an Ex Libris member in order to qualify
for the discount. For more information
about CARP, visit their national
website at: http://www.carp.ca/. n

Public Library Services for Canadians with Print Disabilities
By Ralph W. Manning

I

t has been recognized for many
years that in spite of the best
efforts of libraries across Canada,
library services for people with print
disabilities are on an uneven playing
field. CNIB is the leader in serving
persons with vision impairments, but
its support for other print disabilities
can only be accomplished indirectly.
In the Canadian context, print
disabilities, sometimes known as
perceptual disabilities, fall into three
distinct groups: visual impairments,
learning disabilities, and physical
disabilities that hamper reading ability.
Canada has never legislated support
or provided sustained funding for a
national library service for persons
with print disabilities even though
this need has been identified for many
years. Finally in 2000, the National
Library of Canada and CNIB jointly
funded a study resulting in the
publication of Fulfilling the Promise,

which contained a number of detailed
recommendations for action, one of
which was the establishment of the
Council on Access to Information
for Print-Disabled Canadians.
The Council was created in 2001.
The Canadian Library Association
(CLA) stepped up to the plate in 2003
with the establishment of its Working
Group to Define a National Network
for Equitable Library Service, resulting
in the strategy entitled Opening
the Book (September 2005). CLA
asked Library and Archives Canada
(LAC) to pursue implementation of
the strategy, and LAC subsequently
secured funds to establish the Initiative
on Equitable Library Access (IELA).
When LAC decided in 2011 that it
would no longer support IELA, CNIB
was asked to carry it forward. This did
not sit well with many stakeholders,
however, who continued to complain
that their library services should not be

provided by a charitable organization
when the rest of the community was
served as a matter of right through
provincial and territorial legislation.
Throughout this process there has
been general agreement that publicly
funded libraries should have primary
responsibility for library services to
people with print disabilities, but it
has been clear to most that this can
only be accomplished with support
from a variety of public- and privatesector partners and that any solution
must maximize the use of existing
resources and available technologies.
In 2012 CNIB released a conceptual
model for a National Digital HUB
entitled Reading Re-Imagined to
support service delivery to Canadians
with print disabilities. Under the
leadership of its Accessible Collections
and Services Network, CLA was one
of many groups to submit a response

continued on page 4
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to this model. As events unfolded,
CLA took the initiative in February
2013 to sponsor a Symposium on
a Network for Equitable Library
Services, bringing together the various
players in order to share views.
During this period, the Canadian
Urban Libraries Council entered
into discussions with CNIB and in
April 2013 issued a concept paper
for a not-for-profit organization
“governed by public libraries that
would acquire, produce, and distribute
alternative format materials through
public libraries.” The intent was to
transition CNIB’s library resources
over time to the new organization. The
result was the establishment of the
Centre for Equitable Library Access
(CELA), which was incorporated as
a federal not-for-profit organization.
Some stakeholders continue to
hold the belief that CELA is an
offshoot of CNIB and therefore not
part of a publicly legislated approach
to library service. It is important
to note, however, that CELA is
not formally linked to CNIB but
exists as an independent not-forprofit agency managed by public
libraries. Currently services are being
provided by CNIB under contract
to CELA, but this will change over
time as most of the functionality of

News We Are Watching
Library and Archives Canada
Contributed by Carrol Lunau

O

n June 23, 2014, the new
librarian and archivist of
Canada, Guy Berthiaume,
took up his post. The library and
archival communities are pleased
with the appointment of a scholar
with wide experience in the library,
archival, and historical communities.
Early indications are that he is anxious
to work with the community and it
will be interesting to monitor how
this translates into new relationships
between LAC and the communities
over the next several months.
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the CNIB Library becomes part of
CELA. The CELA library service
was launched on April 1, 2014.
During this same period, another
national initiative dedicated to
providing library materials to Canadians
has emerged. The National Network of
Equitable Library Service (NNELS)
is provided by the BC Libraries
Cooperative and has been developed
with support from the Provincial
and Territorial Public Library
Council. NNELS is a partnershipbased initiative to establish a digital
repository of alternative-format books
called CALS (Canadian Accessible
Library System). It was launched in
September 2013 in Saskatchewan
and is expanding its services to other
provinces as interest and funding
become available; by 2014 access to
NNELS was available in five provinces.
On the international front, the World
Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) adopted a treaty in June
2013 that calls for countries to adopt
provisions permitting the reproduction
of published works. Such provisions
have been part of the Copyright Act of
Canada for many years. The treaty goes
further, however, by providing for the
exchange of alternative-format materials
across borders. Cross-border exchange
has traditionally been a stumbling

block because of national copyright
restrictions. This has led to the wasteful
duplication of alternative formats since
the same title is frequently produced
in several countries. Cross-border
exchange will also open the door to the
provision of alternative-format materials
for immigrants wishing to access
material in their native languages. As
of July 2014, however, Canada is one
of the only developed countries in the
world that has failed to ratify the treaty.
The situation in Canada is still
evolving. Both CELA and NNELS
continue to develop their services, and
Canadian libraries have the option of
subscribing to one or both of these
initiatives. At the same time, bilateral
agreements increasingly permit the
exchange of alternative formats with
other countries, notably Australia
and the United States. Technology
also continues to evolve, permitting
Canadians with print disabilities to
access materials with greater ease. The
situation has improved significantly
over the past 15 years, but much
work remains to be done: maximizing
resources; streamlining access for all
people with print disabilities; and
satisfying the concerns of the various
stakeholders including governments,
authors, publishers, producers,
libraries, and especially consumers. n

In March 2014, the Ottawa Citizen
reported on a proposal for a solesource contract with OCLC (Online
Computer Library Center) for the
development and hosting of AMICUS
and the National Union Catalogue.
This announcement received mixed
reviews from the NDP and some
librarians and archivists who lamented
the loss of control over Canadian data
to a foreign entity. Others welcomed
the news. Concerns that non-OCLC
libraries that use the catalogue for
copy cataloguing would have to pay
were alleviated by LAC assurances
that this would not be the case.
LAC has purchased a number of

unique and significant collections
over the last several months. These
include: Emily Carr’s journal of
Queen Victoria’s funeral (with
financial support from the Friends of
LAC), artwork and maps related to
Rupert’s Land, and cartoonist Lynn
Johnston’s material. Also, as part of the
commemoration of the First World
War, LAC announced that it will be
digitizing 640,000 WWI service files.
In summary, it appears that the
library community is much more
positive about the future of LAC, and
LAC appears to be more receptive
to listening to and working with the
community than in the recent past. n
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Libraries Named after Librarians
By Suzette Giles

This is the seventh in a series of articles about outstanding librarians and the libraries
named after them.
Marjorie Mews Library
n a strip mall a couple of
kilometres from the beginning
(or end) of the Trans Canada
Highway sits the Marjorie Mews
Library, commemorating a person
who played a prominent role in the
provision of public library services in
the city of St. John’s for many years.
In 1933, the Newfoundland Royal
Commission Report noted that,
“We were much surprised, on our
arrival in St. John’s, to find that there
was no public library in the capital.
The need for such a library need not
be stressed.” However it goes on to
say, “The provision of a public library
is wholly beyond the immediate
resources of the Government.”
Despite this dispiriting statement, a
committee was appointed to plan for
the establishment of a public library
system, and on Jan. 22, 1935, the
first Public Library Act was passed.
Based on a donation from the Gosling
family, an initial collection was
processed and organized, with Harold
Newell appointed librarian, and later
director, and Agnes O’Dea, the first
professional librarian. In October
1935, Marjorie Mews was hired as
the second assistant librarian. In
January 1936, the Gosling Memorial
Library in St. John’s opened.
Marjorie Mews spent her whole
professional career of 30 years within
the St. John’s library system. Her
primary responsibility at first was
children’s services. Over the years her
responsibilities would vary, depending
on the demands of the library. On
April 1, 1959, she was appointed the
first chief librarian of the Gosling
Memorial Library, a position she
would hold until her death in 1965.
Mews, a native Newfoundlander
born in 1902, was the fifth and
youngest child of Arthur and Mabel
Mews of St. John’s. Along with her
siblings she attended the Methodist
College in St. John’s. It is unclear
what educational or professional

I

qualifications Mews had at the time
of her appointment, but Suzanne
Sexty, in her excellent article on the
Mews family (Newfoundland Quarterly,
v. 102, no. 3, Fall 2009) notes that
Mews took a summer library course at
McGill University in 1935. This could
have been before her appointment and
a factor in her getting the position.
In 1942-43, Mews took the Diploma
of Library Studies at the University
of Toronto. Interestingly, in the
Spring 2000 issue of ELAN, in the
article, “How I Became a Librarian:
Reflections of a Library Career,” June
Munro remembers sitting with
Marjorie Mews in one of the diploma
courses, since classroom seating
was in alphabetical order. In 1951,
Mews took some additional courses
at University of British Columbia.
Her attendance at three universities
in three provinces illustrates the
adventurous type of person Marjorie
was. She travelled extensively in
Newfoundland, Canada, and Europe
and was especially interested in
collecting folksongs and traditional
costumes. Margaret Sargent, who
initiated the National Museum’s
folksong research program in
Newfoundland, spent time in
1950 “visiting Marjorie Mews,
the librarian at Gosling Memorial
Library, recording from her
enthusiastic performances of A
Great Big Sea Hove in Long Beach
and a variant of I’s the B’y.”
Mews was also very involved within
the community. She was active in
the United Church, wrote a number
of articles for various publications
including the Newfoundland Quarterly
and, according to Ms. Sexty’s article,
“could often be heard on radio either
reading bedtime stories or giving
talks on a wide range of topics.”
Her obituary in the APLA Bulletin
in 1965 noted, “She took an active
interest in numerous professional
organizations including, for a
time, the Canadian Association of

Photo Courtesy of Newfoundland
and Labrador Public Library
Marjorie Mews

Children’s Librarians. She was vicepresident of the Maritime Library
Association (1957-58), and of the
Atlantic Provinces Library Association
(1964-65), and she was a continuing
member of the Canadian Library
Association, being chairwoman
of its Elections Committee in
1956 and of the Membership
Committee since 1955. She had
been Newfoundland’s committee
representative on the Microfilming
Project (newspapers) since 1958.”
The obituary goes on to say, “During
recent years, and in overcrowded and
sometimes untenable circumstances,
she continued to project the
unwavering image of a professional
possessed of confidence, self-control,
and inner charm.” This summary of
her character was reflected in the
various tributes written on her death
and, together with her long service
in the St. John’s library, including as
chief librarian, resulted in her being
seen as someone who epitomized all
the best qualities of the profession.
In 1966, City Council provided funds
for two branch libraries and as a
reflection of the respect and esteem
she had engendered, one was named
the Marjorie Mews Library. Originally
in St. David’s Church on Elizabeth
Avenue, the branch now occupies a
storefront on Highland Avenue. n
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News We Are
Watching
Royal Society of Canada
Expert Panel
Contributed by Alvin Schrader

T

he Royal Society of Canada
launched its Expert Panel
on The Status and Future of
Canada’s Libraries and Archives.
New technologies have had
a significant impact on the
publishing industry and on print
culture. The panel’s mandate is to
investigate and report on what
these transformative challenges
mean for libraries and archives.
Among the 10-person
international panel are library
community members Ernie Ingles
and Ken Roberts. The panel is
chaired by Dr. Patricia Demers,
professor at the University of
Alberta. Public consultations were
held in nine locations across the
country last fall and winter, looking
for striking examples of the value of
archives and libraries in Canada, and
inviting library users to talk about
the value they place on these cultural
institutions, the services they receive
and expect, and the ways in which
digital technology is transforming
our knowledge universe. The
panel also invited professionals
charged with delivering library,
information, and archival services
to speak about the challenges
and delimiters currently faced in
determining and delivering services.
The report is expected to be
published in the fall of 2014.
More information is available at
http://rsc-src.ca/en/expert-panels/
rsc-reports/status-and-futurecanadas-libraries-and-archives. n

Welcome to New
ELA Member
Claire Isaac, Chemainus, BC

Nora Bateson: Her Spirit a Shining Sword
By Sue Adams

I

n January 1956, a brief letter to a
Halifax newspaper drew readers’
attention to the untimely passing
of Miss Nora Bateson, a librarian
“famous for pioneering work” in many
parts of the British Commonwealth.
With deep respect, the author reflected
that those “who had the privilege
to know Miss Bateson will always
think of her spirit as a shining sword,
which never faltered in the faith
that it is only the truth which makes
men free.” Quite a commendation
from philosopher George Grant!
The subject of this stirring prose
was a small, feisty, principled, and
passionate woman whose life’s work had
a lasting impact on libraries in Canada,
Jamaica, and New Zealand. Born in
Westhoughton, a coal and cotton
town near Manchester, England, Nora
entered the University of Manchester
on scholarship in 1914 – an unusual
accomplishment for a young woman of
modest background. Her progressive
History School professors set the
tone for Nora’s university experience,
and her academic studies were
accompanied by grim voluntary work
meeting the trains of wounded soldiers
returning from the European front.
Nora’s global adventure started in
1920 when she set off for Canada.
In the course of the next 12 years,
she worked in rapid succession as a
teacher, bank employee, assistant in the
Ontario Legislative Library, and – after
earning a diploma in librarianship at
the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn – as a
university reference librarian, branch
manager in the famous Fraser Valley
Regional Library, and faculty member
at McGill’s Library School. In 1933,
a month after earning an MA in
History at McGill, Nora was appointed
Director of the Prince Edward Island
Library Demonstration, a new initiative
of the Carnegie Corporation. Her
task was to set up a regional library
system for the entire island province.
She had three years to do it, and
she was starting from scratch.
Equipped with boundless energy,
passion, and profound commitment,
Nora managed this daunting task

Photo Courtesy of Michelle and Vanessa Osgood
Nora Bateson

by inspiring local communities and
organizations with the belief that
libraries are “active, living centers of
education.” Braving atrocious weather,
political challenges, and dismal
economic conditions, she established
a coordinated network of 22 branch
libraries and linked them with adult
education study groups and schools
throughout the province. The success
of the project gained such renown that
two years after its completion, she was
invited to Nova Scotia to undertake a
similar initiative. She had just begun
this new challenge, cutting “a gallant
figure as she carried her message and
sense of urgency from one end of Nova
Scotia to the other” when WWII
realigned government priorities. Nora
was asked to establish libraries for
armed forces personnel in the region.
Within just 10 months, she and her
assistant Marion Gilroy had organized
23 small libraries at military bases,
forts, outposts, and on navy vessels.
The boondoggle of military
bureaucracy began to wear on
Nora’s impatient spirit, however. A
sympathetic (and equally frustrated)
Angus Mowat wrote to her of the
benefits of sharing “good red liquor”
as an antidote. Nora marked time
by publishing numerous articles and
contributed her considerable skill to
the founding of the Canadian Library

continued on page 7
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Council, precursor to the Canadian
Library Association. Her international
reputation spread, and in 1944, she
was asked to make a survey on which
library service for Jamaica could be
established. Nora spent a year in the
Caribbean, impressed by the eagerness
of the people for education, and
by the progressive, socially minded
spirit of Jamaica’s leaders. Her
Library Plan for Jamaica is still cited
today as a landmark document.
Returning to Nova Scotia in 1945,
Nora was exasperated by a contrasting
lack of enthusiasm and political will.
Not one to stifle righteous indignation,
she made critical comments and
unflattering comparisons in public
meetings. To the shock of all, she was
abruptly relieved of her commission by
the premier, in what appears to have
been a fit of pique. It was not until five

years later that the seeds she had so
carefully sown were brought to fruition
in Nova Scotia’s first regional library.
A colleague of the day said, “Her
trouble was that she had no awe of
persons in high places.” There were few
women in responsible administrative
positions, so “perhaps the men resented
her outspoken remarks more because
she was a woman than because of what
she actually said.” Violet Coughlin later
speculated that Nora’s socialist political
leanings may also have played a part.
Meanwhile, the incorrigible Miss
Bateson had moved on. After serving as
head of the home reading department of
the Detroit Public Library, she relocated
to New Zealand where she became
director of the New Zealand Library
School. After four hectic years shaping
the education of a new generation of
librarians and inspiring them with
her zeal and passion, she retired to

a small cottage in North Wales.
Her sudden passing just two years
later, at the age of 59, drew a moving
tribute from former colleague Bramwell
Chandler: “She was a vigorous,
unresting personality, not always easy
to work with, but life was duller in her
absence … she fought a clean battle for
the little people whom she genuinely
loved, and had a wonderful faculty
for creating friendship and loyalty
among them. She was a warm-hearted
woman with a keen eye for the unusual
and the maverick, and spent a lot of
time helping lame dogs over stiles.
Wherever she was she spoke and wrote
in the cause of books and libraries with
great vigor and commonsense. She
was one of Canada’s great citizens.”
Looking at the resurgence of libraries
today as centres of community action
and education, one can only think
Nora would be well pleased. n

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: DEFUNCT LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

Ipallosh By Gosh!

By a roving ELA field correspondent
Sixth in a Series
Series editor: Lorne Bruce
This article is the sixth in a series.
The next one will profile the
Maritime Library Association.

D

ear readers, I must say that
over the past few decades
notice of an unusual ‒ nay,
extraordinary ‒ library group has
come to our attention from time to
time. Usually, whilst in attendance
at a library conference, I (or friends)
have overheard whispered references
to “IPALLOSH” and observed brief
notes being posted on conference
bulletin boards or passed hand to hand
that allude to its activities. Electronic
mail has, from time to time, revealed
brief tidbits. For the sake of posterity,
I have carefully gathered scarce notes
I recovered and transcriptions of what
was heard in conference corridors. You
may peruse the information below
and make of it what you will. It is
a puzzling assemblage of Canadian
library lore related to the Interprovincial

Association of Library Lovers of Sheep,
an organization apparently dedicated to
certain unusual characteristics of sheep,
especially the airborne kind that Monty
Python’s Flying Circus made famous
in the mid-1970s. The Pythons were
enormously influential comedians and
they spawned a small, but extraordinary,
footnote in Canadian Librariansheep.
Even today, IPALLOSH devotees
continue amongst us, although
surely the halcyon days are past.
Meatings. Apparently, the classic
J.S. BAAch piece, Sheep Shall Safely
Graze, was played at goat-togethers ‒
an official, appropriate sort of anthem
to inspire attendees to a higher order of
things aviational. However, I have also
goat word that Ewe Make Me Feel So
Young was also an official song, perhaps
because it reminded IPALLOSH’s
gentle followers of running across a
meadow in springtime after the long,
dreary Canadian winters. Meetings were
“run” by the Grand Harold, a Pythonesque twist, indeed, since sheep are
slow-moving bovine creatures by nature
and prone to rest rather than action.

Membersheep. Honestly, I never
found out how one might become
a member, although I did hear,
surreptitiously, that a bleating of
members was held on occasion at
CLA and some provincial associations,
and even on the Hill in Ottawa
where baaarucrats abound. No doubt,
word of mouth (“sheep talk” as we
saw in the movie Baaabe) was often
used to attract new members to the
flock. It is said that pubs, rather than
grassy fields, were another preferred
locale for gatherings that attracted
most new recruits to the flock.
Bleatings and Entertainment.
Naturally, meatings featured short
agendas and presentations, alamb
with clever programs, which kept the
faithful little woolies true to the cause.
Readings from Hide and Sheep, trading
copies of Harold Lamb’s popular
historical biography, Tamerlamb, and
movies such as Sheepless in Seattle,
were favourite goings-on. From time
to time, awards were presented for the
Great Sheep (possibly regarded as a

continued on page 8
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worthier honour than the legendary
Golden Fleece). However, I have been
unable to trace any person(s) who
would own up to corralling such a prize.
In fact, I was never able to uncover
any meating specifics or semblance of
work that might have been undertaken
by IPALLOSH. Rumour has it that
an official publication, Sheep Thrills,
contained nuggets of wisdom and future
plans of action that were passed around
at various sessions. Yet I have not found
any documentation in online catalogues;
possibly this title has suffered the fate
of being deliberately backlogged in a
cataloguing because we know there is
a black sheep in every library flock.
Dining and Grazing. Without a
doubt, dear readers, eating, drinking,
and conversing occupied much of the
time of the membersheep. Lamb’s
rum and wine from the Flying Sheep
Vineyard were specially appreciated.
Sheep-dip sandwiches and spiced
lamb burgers were common fare at
luncheons. Need I say, leg of lamb
was a dinner favourite. Excessive
after-dinner imbibing often produced

the effect that members defined
as “talking in your sheep” or being
“three sheeps to the wind.”
Baabliography. An ambitious plan
to impart future generations with
baabliographic info about all things
IPALLOSH never seems to have
materialized. I have gleaned some
titles that members may have approved
for inclusion. These were presented
at gatherings and approved with
customary contented nodding. Rejected
titles, of course, were shouted down
with unkind bleatings and “baas.” Some
approved titles: The Souls of Lambs,
Sheep Island, Shear Madness, Last of the
Sheep, The Old Lamb Lighter, A Lamb
for the Ride, and Grazing Arizona.
Odds and Ends. It seems a seal
or stamp depicting a suspended
sheep high in the air (ready to take
flight?) was used to authenticate
the flock’s documents but there are
no firm grounds (please excuse this
weak attempt at humour) to support
this claim. A rumour persists that
tailgate parties were held in the
1980s using the popular Dodge Ram
trucks to transport partiers, victuals,

and libations. IPALLOSH’s official
wine was said to be Mouton Cadet,
which was within the price range
most library lovers could afford.
IPALLOSH may have attempted
to secure commercial endorsements:
it seems that Baaskin Robbins ice
cream and Safeway’s Shepherd’s Pie
may have been discussed, perhaps
even sampled, at meatings. As further
evidence for IPALLOSH’s influence, a
favourite sock puppet used in children’s
librariansheep work was Lambchop,
Sharee Lewis’ lovable companion.
Ending No. 1: The hay days of
IPALLOSH seem to have passed but,
like the legendary Arthur, who rests
in the fields of Avalon, IPALLOSH
may rise again when most needed.
Ending No. 2: Baaah! IPALLOSH
will do a revival tour, just like
Monty Python, this year.
Please note: No official records
or spokespersons were available for
this piece on IPALLOSH. If you
have further information about
the Sheep Lovers, please email
Lorne Bruce, the editor of this
series, at: lbruce@uguelph.ca. n

Technology Unmasked
By Stan Orlov

I

f you go on a cruise one day and
encounter a huge floating box the size
of your cruise ship, don’t be surprised.
It will probably be a floating data centre.
Today’s computers generate and exchange
so much data that it has to be stored and
processed efficiently, which requires an
enormous amount of energy and space.
Let’s try to visualize the amount of Internet traffic. Every
minute, more than 200 million emails are sent, 20 million
photos viewed, six million Facebook pages visited, and 1.5
million YouTube videos viewed, and these figures are only
going to grow. In 2015, the number of networked devices
is predicted to double the world’s population. This data is
stored and sent back and forth online from one computer
to another using countless servers, routers, and switches.
In addition to private Internet surfers, companies are
huge users too. Every networked business on Earth used
to run its own servers that processed their own email,
office suites, etc., incurring costs of hardware, software,
and power. Moving these applications to the “cloud,” by
letting big specialized companies handle them, would
cut the number of corporate servers from five million to
less than 100,000, and cut IT power consumption by up

to 87 per cent ‒ about 23 billion kilowatt hours. That’s
enough energy to power Los Angeles for one year.
For these savings to materialize, big companies have to be
creative and efficient. One of the best examples of modern
data stores are so-called Google Farms. These enormous
structures, often converted from existing factories, are
located in North and South America, Asia, and Europe.
Each hosts tens of thousands of servers, and consumes a
very large amount of electricity, but the innovative use of
renewable energy makes them 50 per cent less energyhungry than the average data centre. However, with Internet
use predicted to grow 40 times by 2020 compared to 2009,
the quest for efficiency never stops. That’s why Google
patented a “water-based data centre” that would be powered
by the ocean’s waves and cooled by its water. They are not
built yet, but in a few short years they will certainly be
up and floating, making sure you can have a holographic
video chat with your friends from across the globe.
For more information see the following:
http://www.edudemic.com/internet-minute-infographic
http://www.google.ca/about/datacenters/inside n
Stanislav Orlov is Systems Librarian at Mount Saint Vincent.
Please send your questions and comments to stan.orlov@msvu.ca.
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Progressive Librarians Guild
By Frances Davidson-Arnott

W

hile ELAN often focuses on historical and even
defunct library associations, the relatively new
Progressive Librarians Guild (PLG) has caught
our attention, especially since problems with Library and
Archives Canada (LAC) services emerged publicly in 2012.
PLG groups have been openly critical of LAC’s recent
“modernization” plans and at the forefront of groups that have
expressed disagreement with many statements by the former
LAC head, Daniel Caron.
PLG seeks to provide “a forum for the open exchange
of radical views on library issues” and speaks from a leftof-centre point of view. The Guild, in its present form, was
originally created in 1990 but derived itself, in many ways,
from the short-lived Progressive Librarians Council, which
began in 1939 in affiliation with ALA. Today there are 17
PLG chapters across North America, including ones in
Edmonton, London, Toronto, Halifax, and Vancouver. Many
are at library and information schools, thus, many members are
students. The first Canadian chapter was started at Dalhousie
University. The Toronto chapter is one of the newest, founded
in August 2012. Its statement explains its objectives:
“We are Toronto-area library workers who are concerned
with social justice and equality issues, charged with the
stewardship of knowledge, championing open access
to information, and preserving common space. We are
interested in issues of freedom of expression, attacks
on Canadian heritage, freedom of information, privacy,
censorship, copyright, equitable access to information, the
fostering of critical information literacy, and the broad
social implications of the commodification of information
and the increasing corporate influence on libraries. As
library workers, we recognize that the increasing lack of job
security, de-professionalization, and casualization of our
profession threatens the ‘free public sphere which makes an
independent democratic civil society possible.’ ”
The Toronto group has advocated regarding: the Toronto
Public Library budget challenges; Library Archives Canada;

Toronto Tour
The fall 2014 Toronto library
tour took place on September
15, while this issue of ELAN
was in production.
For information on future tours,
please watch for a listserv notice
and/or contact Doreen London
at doreenlondon@rogers.com.

Access Copyright licensing restrictions; academic freedom
(the Dale Askey case at McMaster); and the general values
and ethics of librarianship.
The guilds often do not co-ordinate their activities, and
many offer different points of view. For example, the PLG
in Edmonton decided not to respond to the recently formed
Royal Society of Canada expert panel on the future of
libraries and archives stating:
“The mandate of the Panel is confused and meaningless,
as to address any of the six objectives in a comprehensive
manner would require a much broader undertaking and
consultation. The limited consultation will result in only
a handful of Canadians being consulted, and particularly
notable is the fact that the panel and its consultation
itinerary has clearly privileged the views of urban Canadians
living in major metropolitan centres. While the Expert
Panel has numerous representatives from the upper echelons
of library and archive management, notably absent from
the panel are the expert practitioners whose daily work in
libraries and archives is what makes these institutions so
valuable to Canadians. The Panel’s report will have little
influence on the Canadian public. Indeed, it would appear
that the primary and dominant benefactors from the Expert
Panel are the panelists themselves.”
The Canadian PLGs have grown in strength at a time when
government institutions and corporations have been whittled
down by three decades of neo-liberal philosophies ‒ doing
more with less (budget-cutting exercises), one-stop shopping
(restructuring), empowerment (de-professionalization),
rightsizing (smaller is better), and so on.
Some information for this article was provided by Jacqueline
Whyte Appleby; for information on the Toronto group you may
contact her at: jacqueline.whyteappleby@gmail.com.
For additional information on PLGs, see the websites:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Librarians_Guild and
www.progressivelibrariansguild.org/index.shtml. n

Biography Project Update
By Nancy Williamson

W

ork on the Ex Libris bio
project has gained some
recent momentum. By the
time of the AGM, the number of entries
will have reached 70, with hope of 75
by the end of 2014. Recent editions
include Claude Aubry, Grace Butt,
and Jessie Mifflen. Ready to add are
Elizabeth Morton and Sam Rothstein.
The work on the database involves two
distinct operations – preparing and

organizing the data, and developing
and updating the database. From time
to time, various Ex Libris members
and others contribute data, which is
organized and further developed by N.
Williamson. Trudy Bodak and Lorne
Bruce organize and update the database.
Shirley Lewis has just joined them.
We can always use more help. If you
are interested in being involved, please
email: nancy.williamson@utoronto.ca. n
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Ghana’s Library Tree
By Gwynneth Evans

T

he Osu Children’s Library
Fund (OCLF) began in simple
circumstances in Accra, Ghana,
in 1989, when Kathy Knowles and
her young family arrived to spend
a couple of years in West Africa.
At that time, Kathy began a weekly
reading session under a large tree
in her garden on Osu Avenue.
The library tree grew quickly after
the Knowles family returned to
Canada, and the lively reading group
under the big tree on Osu Avenue
required its own sustainable home and
a nourishing environment. The new
setting became a library made from a
converted shipping container. Kathy’s
housekeeper, Joanna, an integral figure
from the beginning, proved to be a
wonderful librarian, who absorbed
from Kathy the crucial elements of
successfully creating the joy of reading
as an everyday pleasure and practice.
The OCLF experiment was so
popular with children that six more
community libraries were built by
OCLF in Accra in different districts
of the city. The OCLF operation of
a sustainable library is simple: there
are clear rules about washing hands
and leaving shoes at the door. As well,
lessons regarding respect for each
and every book are taught from the
first day of a child’s visit to an OCLF
library. In addition, there are similar
children’s libraries in other parts of
Ghana and in other countries within
Africa and on other continents.
The staff at OCLF know the
collections in each library, and staff
members make sure that the books
and games are returned to the shelves
each evening so they are ready for
the influx of children the next day.
The books are arranged so they can
be easily found, and a public reading
period for all the children forms part
of each morning and afternoon session.
Through repetition, the children learn
the stories by heart; they have their
favourites and some children pick up
their first skills by following a story,
line by line, as the reader points
out the words and illustrations.
The furnishings of all the OCLF

libraries – big or small – follow a
similar pattern: beautiful childsized tables and chairs, pleasant
mats to sit on, and low shelves and
containers for large picture books,
puzzles, and games. The children
are trained to handle and read each
item carefully, page by page or
piece by piece, with clean hands.
There are no cards in the back
of the book, nor is there a library
catalogue. The books, which have
been carefully selected, are prepared
and repaired as use demands,
and they stay in the library.
Over the years, the collection has
gone from an international children’s
collection to one reflecting African life
and culture. This has happened for two
important reasons. One is that writing,
illustration, and publishing for African
children have increased substantially in
the last 25 years through the assistance

“

Over the years,
the collection has gone
from an international
children’s collection to
one reflecting African
life and culture.
of various publishers and agencies
such as CODE, the International
Board on Books for Young People
(IBBY), and OCLF. Workshops on
writing, illustration, and publishing
are held for teachers, librarians,
writers, and illustrators. And many
African countries now have their own
publishing houses and associations.
The second reason for the
development and expansion of the
collection is that OCLF developed a
strong publishing program, based on
the personal experience of the staff,
and on Kathy Knowles’ creativity,
talent in photography, and hard
work. OCLF’s beautiful books, now
numbering 40, are well-received
not only in West Africa but all over
the world, including Canada.
While the first library was a shipping

container, one of the most recent is
a two-storey facility with a theatre,
a study room for senior secondary
students, and a computer lab. Each
library building follows an established
pattern, but is designed to fit into its
local context. The outside appearance
is as important as the inside: there are
winding paths designed to welcome
the visitors, colourful plants, and a
friendly guard to help with handwashing and shoe removals!
The library building, the collections,
and the staff work in harmony to
create an atmosphere of quiet learning
and friendly group programming. The
library programs have expanded to
meet need, hence, there are theatre
groups, adult literacy classes, choirs,
soccer teams, art classes, and other
activities. The community usually
provides the land, then the municipal
administration is asked to pay
the salaries of the staff. This local
commitment lends credibility and
sustainability to a vibrant service for
children from all social conditions. The
OCLF is a wonderful example of how
a library and the joy of reading have
changed the lives of many youngsters.
Kathy Knowles has spoken in many
countries around the world including
Canada, at the IFLA Conference in
Quebec City in 2008. The OCLF
program has won numerous awards,
but most special is the IBBY prize
received from the International
Board on Books for Young People.
Joanna and Kathy, as well as
Deborah Cowley, the author
of The Library Tree, walked the
last 100 kilometres of the route
of Santiago de Compostela, in
Spain, to receive the prize in the
city of Santiago de Compostela.
Joanna gave the speech on behalf
of her OCLF extended family.
The OCLF story is told by Deborah
Cowley, an established Canadian
author. The Library Tree: How a
Canadian Woman Brought the Joy of
Reading for a Generation of African
Children. Great Plains Publications,
2013. 232 p. $25. It can be ordered
online through www.amazon.ca. n
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British Library Treasures: The National Art Library
at London’s Victoria and Albert Museum
By Guy Robertson

This is the fourth in a series of articles describing great and
lesser-known libraries and collections in Britain.

M

any people
who arrive
at the
National Art Library
in the Victoria and
Albert Museum were looking for
something else. They might have been
intent on seeing an object in another
part of the building: the Great Bed of
Ware, for example, or a bust of Charles
II, or the collection of medieval ivory
carvings. But if, by making the wrong
turn, they find themselves on the stairs
that lead to the library, they will not be
disappointed, since the library is one of
the V & A’s most interesting attractions.
The library contains large holdings
of documentary material related to the
fine and decorative arts from various
cultures and periods. Ask the librarians
about particular strengths, and they will
mention the collections of fine bindings,
calligraphy, specimens of fine printing,
and the catalogues from hundreds of
other museums and galleries. How
many items does the library hold?
“I have no idea of the exact number,”
says a librarian at the reference desk. “I
have never counted them, but I presume
that there are more than a million,
and we add new resources daily.”
She seems disgruntled. “I’m sorry,”
she says. “I am asked that question
frequently, almost as often as I
am asked about the photocopiers,
which are forever jamming. I love
our collections, but I have mixed
feelings about the photocopiers.

Why don’t you ask me something
about the Dickens manuscripts?”
Over the years, she has answered
countless questions about Dickens
and his works. The Library’s Forster
Collection includes the manuscripts
for novels such as A Tale of Two
Cities, The Mystery of Edwin Drood,
and David Copperfield. The librarian
offers visitors myriad details about
the Forster Collection, and is eager
to discuss Dickens’ handwriting.
“He wrote at a furious pace,” she
says. “He could fill a page in a couple
of minutes. Some of his most famous
passages he produced in a trice. Such
is genius, although you will note
that he could make a dreadful mess
when he revised his manuscripts. In
places it’s difficult to make out what
the scribble means. Fortunately our
librarians are adept at reading Dickens’s
handwriting. We get lots of practice.”
The library also contains noteworthy
collections on textiles and the history
of dress, ceramics and glass, sculpture,
and Asian arts and crafts. The online
catalogue is available to the general
public, but since most of the library’s
collections are in closed stacks,
persons who wish to use specific
resources are advised to contact the
library well in advance. The library
provides an enquiry service and ILL.
“You can also rely on the staff to
assist you,” says the librarian at the
reference desk. “Researchers depend
on us to find the most unusual data,

Photo Courtesy of Deborah Johnson

especially regarding images of artworks.
Most of us have tremendous recall for
illustrations, and for noteworthy entries
in the auction catalogues that we collect.
Auction catalogues are full of valuable
information. They are frequently
consulted for reference purposes.”
The library’s design and layout are
what one expects from a 19th-century
institution, but the facilities are userfriendly and comfortable. Visitors
and other persons who were actually
looking for the Great Bed of Ware are
free to drop in between 10 a.m. and
5:30 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday. The
library is closed Sundays, Mondays,
bank holidays, and Christmas.
“Sadly the manuscript for Dickens’s
A Christmas Carol is in an American
library,” says the reference librarian,
“but we hold the manuscript of The
Chimes, another Christmas story
that he wrote the year after. That’s
some consolation, I suppose.” n

Why I Became a Librarian
By Sylvia Crooks

I

t is really quite remarkable that a
child who was not allowed to use
the public library ‒ well, you never
know who has handled those books ‒
became a public librarian. (My mother
believed that cleanliness might even
be ahead of godliness.) The same ban

applied to my older brother, who also
became a librarian. So maybe our choice
of profession was an act of rebellion.
I had wanted to be a journalist from
about the age of 10, but instead of
heading off to University of Western
Ontario for its journalism program,

I headed off to the altar. Those were
the ’50s ‒ the days when being a
working wife was not all that common.
My husband was embarking on a
graduate program at Yale University
in New Haven, Conn., and I, having

…continued on page 12
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just graduated with my BA from
University of British Columbia,
took a job at the Sterling Memorial
Library to support us both.
At the library, I was assigned to
the Reserve Book Room, the busiest
place in the library. These were
times before photocopiers, and the
Yale undergraduates were assigned
copious readings from a few copies.
The boys queued from early morning
to sign up for access to the books.
One of the regular tasks of staff was
to check for hidden books ‒ we got
to know all the good hiding places.
You may remember what demand
there was for librarians in the ’60s, when
university libraries were expanding
and colleges were opening everywhere.
I came close to becoming a librarian
at that time. Apparently there was a
co-operative program among the larger
libraries, at least in the United States,
to encourage support staff to take up
the profession. I had the opportunity
to take a BLS degree, part time, at
Simmons College in Boston, at basically
no expense to myself and with no
strings attached. Quite extraordinary
it was. But, still clinging to the idea
of a career in journalism, I asked my
husband, “Why would I ever want to
be a librarian?” So I turned the offer
down ‒ which is ironic, given the fact
that 20 years later, I changed my mind.
As a young stay-at-home mother
(and no longer having to sneak into
the library as I did when I was a
child), I became a regular library user,
especially to assist my research for
questions I wrote for a TV quiz show,
Reach for the Top. How pleasant and
helpful the librarians were. When
my youngest was 12 and I was in my
mid-40s, the time had come for me
to move out of the kitchen and into
the workplace. But to do what? I
considered law, education, and social
work. But I remembered those years
in the library at Yale University and
the interesting people I worked with,
many of them professional librarians.
They were curious about the world
and enthusiastic about so many things
‒ literature and the arts, the theatre,
sports. I decided that whatever career
I might have for the next 20 years,

ELAN Number 56/Fall 2014
I wanted it to be with such people.
With some trepidation, I entered
the librarianship program at UBC,
not sure if, after 23 years absence
from university studies, I still had
the brain power I needed to complete
a demanding graduate program. It was
not easy, making the transition from
kitchen to classroom, and dealing
with teenagers at home at the same
time. I did discover a couple of things
about returning to school after a long
absence. First, my personal standards
had risen significantly from my time as
an undergraduate, when I dashed off
term papers and fit my classes around
a busy social schedule and my work
on The Ubyssey, the student newspaper.
Higher personal standards meant I
was rarely satisfied with anything I
produced, creating for myself many
mini-crises. However, my second
discovery was that having lived another
23 years, I had found ways to deal
with the stresses that come our way. I
found it less daunting, perhaps, than
my much younger classmates when
faced with a challenging workload.
I graduated in the class of 1983 at
the height of an economic depression.
Jobs were scarce across the country,
and especially for those of us who,
for family reasons, had to stay in the
city. I was fortunate to find part-time
work in two major public library
systems in Greater Vancouver, but
even more fortunate to be in the right
place when a position came open at
the UBC School of Librarianship.
It was a faculty position, largely
administrative but with some teaching.
It reversed later, to largely teaching.
Was my choice of career a good one?
Absolutely. I was correct in thinking it
would mean working with interesting
and stimulating people ‒ librarians,
faculty colleagues, and maybe above
all, students, those people who are
attracted to our profession out of
an interest in learning and service. I
retired when required at age 65, and
a new journey began, one in which I
finally got to do what I had originally
planned ‒ writing. I have had two books
published since retirement, telling the
story of my hometown, Nelson, BC,
and the men who were lost in the two
World Wars. It has been a good ride. n

Book Reviews
Lest We Forget: War in Books for Young
Readers: An exhibit of Materials at the
Osborne Collection of Early Children’s
Books, September 15 - December 6, 2014.
Prepared by Elizabeth Derbecker
Toronto Public Library, 2014.
ISBN: 978-0-920601-73-0. (Available
from TPL Osborne Collection,
http://osbornecollection.ca.) $15
plus tax, shipping and handling.
Reviewed by Wiebke Smythe

A

n exhibition
catalogue
is intended
as a guide to
help visitors
understand what
is shown. If it is
well done it will be more than that and
if it is excellent it has a life beyond
the short time of the exhibition. This
slender volume can stand alone. It is
well written and beautifully illustrated,
with much of it in colour showcasing
the library’s impressive holdings.
The scope is large; it begins in 1805
with the Napoleonic War and ends
‒ with much less cohesive material ‒
on modern conflicts throughout the
world. The emphasis is on the two
World Wars, but the main focus is
the effect war has on children and
young people, their reactions, their
feelings, their fears, and their hopes.
Most items in the 19 showcases
have brief citations and descriptions.
Many are accompanied by highquality illustrations. The visitor will
see much on famous battles, as well
as read citations by famous people,
for instance Winston Churchill, John
McCrae, and Florence Nightingale.
If there is a bit of a discordant note,
it deals with the present. There is only
one item each on living behind the iron
curtain and post-war Germany. But, as
the curator was bound by the library’s
collection, this is not necessarily a
shortcoming. As a whole, the catalogue
shows a realistic view of past and
present and the society we live in now.

continued on page 13

ELAN Number 56/Fall 2014
…continued from page 12

It’s a beautiful catalogue, full of
surprises with a variety of items
beyond books and magazines. It will
gain the library many new friends
be they bibliophiles, historians, or
friends of young readers’ literature.
It will intrigue visitors with the
unusual subject, which speaks of
war from a child’s point of view and
expresses patriotic fervour, fear, and
the wish for peace and normal times.
Congratulations. A job well done.

Calgary Public Library; Inspiring Life
Stories Since 1912
By Brian Brennan
Kingsley Publications and the
Calgary Public Library, 2012.
ISBN: 9781926832111. $32
Reviewed by David Jones

C

entenaries are
often celebrated
with reflections
on the earlier days
and the people and
events that have
contributed to and
shaped an institution’s success. This
184-page well-illustrated book brings
to us the lives, challenges, and actions
of the five chief librarians who have
kept Calgary Public Library (CPL) a
leader in Canadian public libraries.
We are initially introduced to Annie
Davidson, whose Calgary Women’s
Reading Club in 1906 was a precursor
to the library and a key force in the
creation of a library board in 1908.
We meet Alexander Calhoun, who
was hired as the first librarian in 1911,
before the Carnegie-funded library
building ‒ Alberta’s first public library
‒ was completed and opened in 1912.
We see Calhoun as a builder of the
collection and services with a strong
belief in the social role of the library.
He saw the value of community
outreach long before it became a
buzzword. Calhoun served for 34 years,
during which we learn of the growth
of branches, collections, and services.
Calhoun was followed in 1945 by
William Castell, who continued the
growth during his 27 years as librarian.
These postwar years saw an expansion
of the CPL with new branches and also

new strategies to serve the changing
needs and expectations of Calgarians.
Les Fowlie succeeded William Castell
in 1973, and was himself succeeded by
John Dutton in 1979. Among other
innovations, Dutton made the library
accessible to people with disabilities,
and also introduced multimedia and
new technologies. In 1991 Gerry Meek
took over to guide the CPL for the last
two decades of its first century ‒ up
to the creation of this book in 2012.
This book is easy to read while full
of facts, images, and details of the life
and growth of the institution that
is considered to be one of Canada’s
most innovative and dynamic
public libraries. I greatly enjoyed
the read, and learned much about
Calgary, CPL, and its people.
From Barley Field to Academe
By Robert H. Blackburn
University of Toronto
Libraries, 2014. 294 p.
ISBN: 978-0-7727-6095-1.
(Order from Thomas Fisher Rare
Book Library.) Bound: $25 plus
$5 shipping and handling.
Reviewed by Jean Weihs

I

enjoyed this
book thoroughly.
It brought back
memories and
provided some facts I
did not know. Many
librarians will be
interested in learning
about the University
of Toronto Library and its staff in
the latter part of the 20th century.
I was hired by the library in 1953
after graduating from U of T’s Library
School and left the library in 1959 to
give birth to my son. Robert Blackburn
became chief librarian in 1954 and I
was unaware of him until he assumed
this position. I was, however, very
aware of his predecessor Stewart
Wallace, head of the library, who
seemed a terrifying figure. Female staff
who came to work in the hot summer
weather with bare legs were sent home
to put on stockings (and, therefore,
a girdle). When his very efficient
secretary, Julia Jarvis, went on holidays,
as the youngest member of the staff

13
I was appointed to do her work. It
was intimidating for me and probably
very tedious for Wallace because I
could not take shorthand and I typed
with two fingers. I was surprised to
learn Wallace did not have library
science credentials and spent his time
writing and editing Canadian history.
In Wallace’s time, the library had
only three male employees ‒ the
caretaker, who lived with his wife in
an apartment under the library office,
and two “stack boys.” Blackburn states
that only one staff member besides
himself had a library science degree;
this is a small error. I also had a library
science degree; however, I was unaware
that my co-workers did not. The
library had a separate reading room
for women and a separate wicket for
women at the loan desk. There were
only two telephones in the building
‒ one for the librarian and one in a
hallway for staff. We worked six hours
a day and a half day on Saturday.
Much of this changed with Wallace’s
retirement in 1954. Blackburn insisted
on the title of “Chief Librarian” so
that other staff members could become
“librarians.” A five-day, 35-hour work
week was instituted, and he hired some
male librarians.
Cataloguers and others involved in
the computerization of the catalogue
will be particularly interested in the
leading role that U of T and Ritvars
Bregzis played in the automation
of cataloguing. UTLAS was the
biggest challenger to OCLC.
I could go on for pages with my
personal reaction to Blackburn’s
content, but this is a book review. He
tells about his early life in Alberta;
his seven years of university study;
his one year as a librarian in the
Calgary Public Library; his three
years in the RCAF; his Carnegie
Corporation Commonwealth
Fund’s grant for a six-month tour of
libraries ‒ three months each for an
American tour and a European tour;
his 35 years at U of T library (which
grew from the single building in
which I first worked to a very large,
internationally recognized library
system); and his retirement years.
Blackburn writes well without jargon.
I highly recommend this book. n
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Books by Ex Libris
Members
The G20: Evolution, Interrelationships,
Documentation
By Peter Hajnal. Farnham,
U.K.: Ashgate, 2014.
ISBN: 978-1-4094-3430-1; US$119.95

A

n authoritative
work about
the G20, G8, and
G20 reform, which
thoroughly traces the
origins of the G20,
and surveys the G20
finance ministers’
meetings since 1999,
and the series of G20 summits since
2008. It examines agenda-setting
and agenda evolution; discusses
the question of G20 membership;
surveys the components of the G20
system; analyzes the relationship
of the G20 with international
governmental organizations, the
business sector, and civil society;
and looks at the current relationship
between the G8 and the G20.
Bill Morley has written one book
and is a compiler of the other.
Conversations With My Cat
Kingsley Press, 2012. (Available from
the Kingston Humane Society, 1
Binnington Ct., Kingston, ON K7M
8M9). $15 + shipping and handling.

A

collection of short stories of daily
encounters between the writer
and his cat, Mr. Whiskers, including
the cat’s antics, and the comfort he
brings to the writer. This may be
of interest to cat lovers or anyone
who enjoys the company of animals:
bipeds, quadrupeds, or winged.

Books of Interest to Members
ELAN welcomes news about
books by ELA members. Send a
brief description or an advertising
brochure to jean.weihs@gmail.com.

British Columbia
News
Kingston Through the Years: Visitors’
Accounts, 1758-1906: Towards a
Supplement to Britton Smith’s Kingston!
Oh Kingston! (Kingston 1987)
Kingsley Press, 2013 (available from
the author at 234-4567 Bath Rd.,
Briargate, Amherstview ON, K7N
1A8); $15 + shipping and handling.

T

his chronology of first-person
narratives of Kingston, ON,
includes some newspaper accounts.
The terminal date is arbitrary.
Of likely interest to historians
of Canada and Kingston.
Names on a Cenotaph: Kootenay Lake
Men in World War I
By Sylvia Crooks. Granville Island
Publishing, 2014 (order online at
http://granvilleislandpublishing.
com/our_titles/history/names_
on_a_cenotaph.html). $19.95

O

n memorials
along the
shores of Kootenay
Lake in British
Columbia are
the names of 280
men who died on
the battlefields of
WWI ‒ amid the
first gas attacks at
Ypres, Vimy Ridge, and Passchendaele.
After six years of research, the author
reveals who they were and what they
endured. They become more than
simply “names on a cenotaph.”
From Barley Field to Academe
By Robert H. Blackburn
See review on page 13.

Donate to Ex Libris
Would you like us to extend our
programming? A donation or
bequest to Ex Libris helps us
broaden and increase our activities.
All donations are tax deductible.

By Guy Robertson

A

stonishing to
those who hold
negative notions about
BC’s spring weather,
the British Columbia
Library Association and Canadian
Library Association conferences
took place during warm, dry spells
in April and May. While attendees
enjoyed a variety of presentations
during the BCLA conference, they
took the opportunity to admire
Vancouver’s mountains and harbour.
Victoria offered CLA conferencegoers lush local gardens, strolls along
Government Street to Munro’s Books,
and a fine selection of gastropubs.
BCLA keynote speakers included
author and teacher Ivan Coyote,
typographer and writer Marian
Bantjes, and Man Booker Prize-winner
Arundhati Roy, who travelled from
her home in New Delhi to deliver
her address. CLA keynote speaker
Brian Keating, renowned naturalist
and traveller, opened the conference
with an adventure story that illustrated
aspects of effective leadership.
At many conferences, unscheduled
and informal meetings are as important
as official events. At lunch at a pub
across from the Greater Victoria Public
Library on Courtney Street, a group
of librarians from BC’s rural areas
discussed the risks to their buildings
from forest fires and floods. They agreed
that climate change would affect library
operations across Canada over the
next decade. They can be forgiven for
ordering more wine before returning
to the Victoria Conference Centre.

Prairies News

By Alvin M. Schrader

E

dmonton Public
Library is the
recipient of the 2014
Gale/Library Journal
Library of the Year
Award, the highest honour of its kind
recognizing a public library that most
profoundly demonstrates service to the
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community, creativity, and innovation
in developing specific community
programs or a dramatic increase in
library usage, and leadership in creating
programs that can be emulated by other
libraries. EPL is the first Canadian
library to receive this prestigious award.
The Calgary Public Library received
$550,000 in funding from the RBC
Foundation, in partnership with the
Calgary Public Library Foundation,
for the Welcome to the Library
program to support orientation tours,
a welcome video currently available
in 18 languages, and free library
access for newcomers for one year.
The Archives of Manitoba is
commemorating the 2014 centenary
of the start of WWI with an
initiative called, At Home and Away:
Remembering the First World War,
which allows the public to learn more
about Manitoba’s history. Over the next
four years, original wartime records will
be highlighted through the Archives’
new blog and Twitter account as well as
in exhibits. Original photographs, letters,
and diaries will be available to the
public online and at 200 Vaughan St.,
in Winnipeg. The first exhibit includes
photographs from 1914 to 1915, taken
in and around Winnipeg by well-known
Canadian photographer, L.B. Foote.
The Archives has made digital images
of some archival records available online
through its Keystone database, which
holds more than 14,000 digital images of
photographs, cartographic records, and
over 90 hours of audio recordings. These
records represent only a small portion
of the entire collection, which includes
records of the Manitoba government,
the Hudson’s Bay Company, individuals,
and organizations. The Archives
on Twitter is at www.twitter.com/
MBGovArchives and its blog is at www.
gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/ww1blog/.
If you have news, please contact Alvin
Schrader at alvin.schrader@ualberta.ca.

Ontario News

By Vivienne James

A

ugust 4, 2014, was the
centenary of the start
of WWI – a war, “when
Canada stood proudly on
the world stage for the

first time” ( J.L. Granatstein, special to
the Globe and Mail, April 21, 2014).
Among libraries commemorating this
occasion was Madoc Public Library,
which held a Commemoration Day,
Madoc at War, on June 21, 2014, with
a poster contest and a presentation by
Lt. Col. Charles Godfrey. A Toronto
Public Library exhibit, Lest We Forget:
War in Books for Young Readers, will
be held on Sept. 15 to Dec. 6, 2014, at
the Osborne Collection. There will also
be two memorial lectures at the Lillian
H. Smith Branch, by distinguished
Canadian authors who have written
about war for children. On Oct. 23,
2014, at 8 p.m., Linda Granfield
will deliver the 27th Helen E. Stubbs
Memorial Lecture entitled, Marching
in Quick Time. The 8th Annual
Sybille Pantazzi Memorial Lecture,
The Sanctuary Story, will be delivered
by Kit Pearson, on Nov. 13, 2014.
Toronto Public Library, the
Neighbourhood Arts Network, and
Ontario Culture Days continue
Culture Days@the Library for a
fourth year. Scheduled for September
26 to 28, 2014, this event will help
artists and arts groups share their
creative work with the public.
McMaster University Library is
finishing a massive project to digitize
more than 1,350 trench maps and 580
photos from France and Belgium that
the university has acquired over the
years. Western University Library News,
in the June 2014 issue, featured WWI
and the Evolution of Advertising –
an interesting discussion of articles
covering the tactics used by “spin
doctors” to gain support for the war.
Enter Edward Bernays, who determined
that if you could sell war through
images and symbols, you could do the
same thing to sell just about anything,
and so was born the art of advertising.
Ottawa Public Library together
with the Ottawa Local Immigration
Partnership held its third annual
Celebrating Cultures in Our
Community during their Welcoming
Ottawa Week. OPL has increased
its Chromebooks collection by 114
following last year’s successful pilot
project. Customers at all branches
can now borrow these lightweight,
maintenance-free, and secure

laptops for use anywhere in the
branch for maximum three hours
at a time to check emails, read the
latest news, and do research.
Congratulations go out to Tony
Horava, the University of Ottawa’s
associate librarian (Collections), who
is the recipient of the 2014 OCUL’s
Outstanding Contribution Award in
recognition of his significant work
on projects, such as ebook platforms,
as well as being one of stalwarts of
the Canadian Research Knowledge
Network’s Content Strategy Committee.
Vaughan Public Library held
a ground-breaking ceremony in
June 2014 for its third resource
library, slated to open in 2015.

Quebec News

By Pierre Guilmette

(and Peter McNally)

T

he theme of the
annual conference
of L’Association des
bibliothécaires du
Québec/Quebec Library Association
(ABQLA), May 8, 2014, was Libraries
by Design/Bibliothèques et design.
Shannon Babcock, Ministère de
l’Education, du Loisir et du Sport
de Québec, was elected president.
The Annual Anne Galler Award,
recognizing an individual who has
enriched librarianship in Quebec
and made a lasting contribution
to the profession, was presented to
Wendy Wayling, Children’s Librarian,
Westmount Public Library.
Two Quebec public libraries won
first prize in the TD Bank Summer
Reading Club, 2013. Presentations
were made at the May 2014 CLA
conference, held in Victoria. Winner
of the English-language award was
Westmount Public Library. Winner
of the French-language award was
Bibliothèque Robert-Bourassa,
Outremont. Both communities
are inner suburbs of Montreal.
Guy Berthiaume held the post of
director of Bibliothèque et Archives
nationales du Québec (BAnQ) for
the past five years. In June he left to
head Library and Archives Canada.
He will be replaced at BAnQ by
Christiane Barbe, who had previously
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been president of the Commission de
la fonction publique du Québec (the
Quebec public services commission).
These appointments show us that
the public authorities in Canada, as
in Quebec, are reluctant to call upon
librarians for this level of function. In
an article published in Le Devoir on
June 14, Guy Berthiaume presented
an overview of the evolution of BAnQ
during the last five years. Taking into
account that 22 per cent of its users
are citizens whose native tongue is
other than French or English, BAnQ
developed a multilingual collection of
some 20,000 documents in 11 languages
(Chinese, German, Italian, Russian,
Spanish, etc.). BAnQ has a collection
of 60,000 digital books, of which half
are Québécois. Since 2009, BAnQ has
undergone a reduction of 12 per cent
of its operational budget. The intention
was that it would find new sources
of revenue to balance the budget.
The Arvida Public Library, in
Saguenay, will be increasing its
size, at a cost of $3.5 million. The
renovations will be financed jointly
by the government of Quebec and
the town of Saguenay. Currently
located on the first floor of a heritage
building, the library will be gaining
the use of the second floor.
The Rimouski Public Library is used
by only 16 per cent of the population.
This library is one of the few in Quebec
that charges a subscription fee to its
readers. Among cities of 50,000 or
more, only three charge a fee. Two
librarians proposed to the Rimouski
municipal council last April that
library users be exempt from fees,
in order to give access to this basic
service to a larger number of citizens.

Maritimes News

By Tanja Harrison

D

alhousie’s
Agriculture Campus
has sprouted its very own
seed library. According
to the university, there
are over 150 seed libraries across North
America, but Dalhousie’s represents
the first one within a Canadian faculty
of agriculture. This special library’s
mandate is to offer its users non-

hybrid and non-genetically modified
seeds collected from surrounding
communities. Patrons visit the library
and can select from more than 80
varieties of seeds; after the patrons
grow and harvest their crops, they then
return seeds back to the library for
the next season. The Seed Library has
a coordinator and an advisory group,
which includes instructors and faculty,
students and community members.
NSCAD University has received
a $3-million donation from
philanthropists Margaret and David
Fountain to upgrade its historic
downtown Granville campus.
NSCAD says this grant is one of
the largest it has ever received.
Plans to revitalize the now-renamed
Fountain Campus has prompted
the end to formal merger talks with
neighbouring institutions, although
NSCAD reports it will continue
to seek collaborative programming
and research opportunities with
other Halifax universities.
On April 22, 2014, the Nova Scotia
Provincial Library launched a new web
catalogue on the SirsiDynix Symphony
ILS platform, which searches eight of
the Nova Scotia regional public library
systems simultaneously province-wide:
Annapolis Valley Regional Library,
Cape Breton Regional Library,
Colchester-East Hants Public
Library, Cumberland Public Libraries,
Eastern Counties Regional Library,
Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library,
South Shore Public Libraries, and
Western Counties Regional Library.
Start exploring by visiting https://
catalogue.library.ns.ca/. Halifax
Public Libraries continues to offer
its own collection search via http://
discover.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca.
New Brunswick, through the New
Brunswick Public Library Service,
has become the first province outside
of Quebec to offer access to http://
pretnumerique.ca, a service providing
more than 4,000 French-language
ebooks to its library patrons. Equitable
service in both official languages is a
government mandate, as is the offer
of collections and services for users
of all abilities. According to a recent
press release, an estimated 75,000 New
Brunswick residents cope with a print

disability. In the last issue, you read of
the move to place adaptive workstations
in all New Brunswick public libraries.
In a further effort of support, the
government has recently invested
$92,000 to partner with the Centre for
Equitable Library Access, a not-forprofit program that offers specialized
services and materials in alternative
formats, multiple content delivery
options, and training for library staff.
The innovative PEI Public Library
Service (PLS) has started a program
called Library EnRoute, which uses
a van to promote library services to
Islanders at busy locations and special
events throughout the province. The van
boasts a technology bar offering free
use of Wi-Fi, laptops, e-readers and
tablets for people to explore PLS library
collections and services. For more
information about Library EnRoute as
it “tours the Island from tip to tip,” visit
http://www.library.pe.ca/libraryenroute.
The annual conference of the Nova
Scotia Library Association and
the Library Boards Association of
Nova Scotia will be held Sept. 25
to 28, 2014, in Amherst, NS. Check
NSLA’s website at http://www.nsla.
ns.ca for developing conference news.

Newfoundland &
Labrador News
By Dick Ellis

T

he province of
Newfoundland and
Labrador remains. Readers
of this column will
recall that the provincial
library system is funded entirely by the
province. With the gong show that
ensued after Premier Dunderdale was
driven from office, a period of stability
(stasis? stagnation?) ensued and a
series of businessmen with no political
experience offered themselves for the
leadership. One by one they dropped
out, until there were no candidates.
Now that the business types have
bailed, there is a race for the leadership,
with existing politicians vying for the
honour of losing to the Liberals in
the next election. Stability continues.
The public library system carries on.
The Newfoundland and Labrador
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Library Association has entered the
Trans-Pacific-Partnership debate
on the side of the 50-year copyright
term and notice provisions for
claimed copyright infringement. Both
provisions distinguish the recent
copyright legislation (“a made-inCanada copyright law” – various
government spokespersons) from
that of our cousins to the south.

News from Canadian
Library/Information
Studies Schools

University of British Columbia,
School of Library, Archival and
Information Studies (SLAIS)
By Guy Robertson
SLAIS is pleased to announce that
Dr. Luanne Freund and Dr. Victoria
Lemieux have risen to the rank of
associate professor. Dr. Freund earned
her PhD at the University of Toronto
in 2008. Her research focuses on
the interaction between people and
information systems. Dr. Lemieux,
who completed her doctoral studies at
University College, London, in 2002,
concentrates on visual analytics and
risks to financial records. Drs. Freund
and Lemieux teach a variety of regular
courses and contribute much to the
school’s reputation for high academic
standards. Dr. Luciana Duranti, chair
of the archival studies program, was
named a Fellow of the Association of
Canadian Archivists (ACA) at the 2014
annual conference. ACA fellowships
are intended to recognize the highest
levels of service to the association
and to the archival community. Dr.
Sam Rothstein, former director and
professor of librarianship, passed
away on July 8, 2014. Suzanne Cates
Dodson passed away on March 6, 2014.
(See the Milestones section for details.)
University of Alberta, School of
Library and Information Studies
By Anna E. Altmann
The online MLIS program at the
University of Alberta has finished its
first full year. It was a year of discovery,
challenge, and planning with a dual
focus: continuing to develop the online
program as we learned by doing, and

integrating the development into
the existing planning processes that
govern the on-campus MLIS. Sixty
students will begin coursework as the
2014 cohort in the online program
in September. The designation of the
head of the School was changed this
summer from director to chair. At
the University of Alberta, “director”
is used for heads of centres and
institutes rather than of teaching
and research departments, and after
years of struggling with the anomaly
we made the change to indicate
accurately the functions of the School.
In September 2014, the School will be
advertising externally for a new chair,
the appointment to begin July 1, 2015.
Western University, Faculty of
Information and Media Studies
By Becky Blue
Professor Roma Harris retired from
her position as teacher and researcher
in LIS on June 30, after more than 40
years at Western. Roma had a successful
and varied career at Western, both as
an academic and a senior administrator,
and will be sorely missed by her
students, colleagues, and friends. Alison
Hitchens, LIS instructor, was accepted
for a three-year term as a member-atlarge of the Canadian Committee on
Cataloguing. LIS associate professor
Nadine Wathen was named a FIMS
Faculty Scholar. Faculty Scholar
Awards are limited in number and
recognize the scholarly achievements
of faculty members at a critical point
in their careers. MLIS grad Annick
Lapalme and FIMS librarian Marni
Harrington attended the CLA
National Conference in Victoria, in
May, where they won the prize for best
poster with their entry, Professional
Development Beyond LIS Education:
Building Bridges for Success.
University of Toronto, Faculty
of Information (iSchool)
By Kathleen O’Brien
Nine iSchool students shared more
than $440,000, which the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research
Council awarded for research. This
past summer, 34 MMSt students
took internships at top museums and
galleries around the world. Gwen

Harris (’94) is FIAA’s Outstanding
Alumna for 2014. The Semaphore
Lab is using 3D printing technology
to make prosthetics for Ugandan
children. David Ferriero, national
archivist of the United States, discussed
the challenges and opportunities for
archivists as the iSchool’s distinguished
IP Sharp lecturer. Jenna Hartel and
Matt Ratto were granted tenure as
associate professors. Annual survey
results show 86 per cent of our MI and
MMSt students were employed 12
months after graduation. The inaugural
Susan A. Brown Administrative Staff
Achievement Award went to Nadia
Moro, a 33-year veteran of the Inforum.
Prof. Alan Galey was voted by students
as MISC Outstanding Instructor for
2014. A partnership with University
of Toronto Libraries will launch the
Toronto Academic Libraries Internship
this fall to prepare high-performing
students for leadership roles in libraries.
University of Ottawa, School of
Information Studies (ÉSIS)
By Daniel J. Paré
In June the school welcomed
Daniel J. Paré as interim director.
He is replacing Lynne Bowker, who
now is vice-dean at the Faculty of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.
Professor Bowker participated in
an international conference at the
University of Shanghai Jio Tong in
China. Mary Cavanagh was awarded a
$29,000 SSHC Insight Development
Grant for her project titled: Socialbiblio.ca: Meaning and Method Behind
Canadian Public Library MicroBlogging Practices. Heather Morrison
was awarded a $71,000 SSHRC
Insight Development Grant for her
project titled: Sustaining the Knowledge
Commons. The Ontario Council of
University Libraries awarded Tony

When You Move
When you move, please remember to
send your new address to Ex Libris
Association, Faculty of Information,
University of Toronto, 140 St.
George St., Toronto, ON M5S 3G6.
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Horava the 2014 OCUL Outstanding
Contribution Award. MIS student
Lisa Glandon is the recipient of the
2014 Susan Anderson Memorial
Scholarship from the May Court Club
of Ottawa. Inge Alberts and André
Vellino presented a paper at the
ARMA Canada National Conference.
McGill University, School
of Information Studies
By Peter F. McNally
In September 2014, McGill
introduced a master of information
studies degree, replacing the MLIS
degree granted between 1986 and 2014.
Specializations within the redesigned
MISt program will be library studies,
knowledge management, information
technology, and archival studies/
records management. The School
will continue as a two-year, fourterm program. The MISt has two
streams: Stream A is course-based:
48 credits of required, complementary,
and elective courses; and Stream B is
research based: 33 credits of required
courses, complementary and elective
courses, and 15 credits of research
project courses. For each stream there
are four required courses: foundations
of information studies, organization
of information, information system
design, and information behaviour and

Milestones

resources. Stream A also has a fifth
required course ‒ integrating research
and practice. The School has left the
faculty of education, where it has been
located since 1996, and is now under
the jurisdiction of the faculty of arts.
Université de Montréal, École de
bibliothéconomie et des sciences
de l’information (EBSI)
By Isabelle Bourgey
On the human resources level,
professor Clément Arsenault has
been renewed as director of EBSI for
another four-year term (from June 2015
to June 2019). Since he is on sabbatical
from June 2014 to May 2015,
professor Lyne Da Sylva has been
designated interim director. Professors
Audrey Laplante and Dominique
Maurel were also confirmed as
associate professors as of June 1.
On the research front, EBSI is
pleased to announce three major grants.
Professor Dominic Forest received
$171,250 for a project on text mining
for digital humanities (SSHRC).
Professor Vincent Larivière received
$179,300 from SSHRC for research
on scientific impact and productivity.
He was also awarded a US$360,000
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan
Foundation for a project on social
media and scholarly communication.

Dalhousie University School of
Information Management
By Louise Spiteri
The School of Information
Management is pleased to welcome
Jennifer Grek Martin, who started a
three-year limited-term appointment
with us on July 1, 2014. Ms. Grek
Martin has a BA in international
relations, a M.Sc. in geography from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and a MLIS from Dalhousie. Ms.
Grek Martin’s research interests
include geospatial information,
visualization and mental imagery,
and multimedia representation
of information and cognition.
The 2014 Information Without
Borders conference, organized
by MLIS students, featured an
exceptional lineup of speakers on
the topic of Privacy, Security, and
Surveillance: Developments and
Challenges in the Information Age.
Research is a prominent activity of the
School of Information Management,
and both masters and doctoral
students are active participants
in individual and team projects
supervised by faculty members.
These students often participate in
conferences locally, nationally, and
internationally, as the list of more
than 20 presentations confirms. n

Compiled by Merlyn Beeckmans

Obituaries
Madge (Gould) Allwood died in
early May 2014, in Hamilton. She
emigrated to Canada from England
in 1953 and worked in several
branches of the Hamilton Public
Library system. With certification,
Madge became head librarian first in
Milton, ON, then Dundas, ON, then
became regional director of South
Central Regional Library System in
Hamilton. Madge also participated
in many community activities such
as the Women’s Institute, Zonta II,
etc. She was president of the Ontario
Library Association in 1978-79.
Sylvia Ruth Sydney (Dattner)
Chetner died on July 3, 2014, in

Edmonton, at age 80. Sylvia served
for many years as the medical librarian
at the University of Alberta.
Elizabeth (Webster) Comper
died on June 22, 2014, in Toronto,
at age 68. She held an MLS from
McGill University. She and her
husband, Tony, spent much time
helping those who lived in ethnically
sensitive communities. For their
efforts they received many awards,
including the Order of Canada.
Terry Cook died on May 12, 2014,
in Ottawa, at age 67. He held a PhD
in archival studies. For two decades
he worked as an archivist at the
National Archives of Canada. He was
an associate and visiting professor at
the archival studies program at the
University of Manitoba from 1998 to

2012. In 2010 he was
elected to the Royal
Society of Canada.
Ed Curell died
suddenly on March
6, 2014, in Bali,
at age 66, while on holiday with his
wife, Wendy. He was head of library
in Terrace, BC. He was helpful to
librarians in general, but especially
to those in small communities from
Prince Rupert to Prince George.
Ed was a founding member of the
North Coast Library Federation.
Barbara Ann (Berkoff ) Dean died on
March 12, 2014, in Toronto, at age 72.
She was a graduate of the University
of Western Ontario and the University
of British Columbia. In the early
1960s Barbara became a children’s
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librarian for the Toronto Public Library
system. Later she was a reference
librarian for Imperial Oil, in Toronto.
Suzanne (Cates) Dodson died
recently in Vancouver, at age 81.
She graduated from SLAIS at the
University of British Columbia
and worked at UBC Library for 36
years, retiring in 1999. She and her
husband, Earl, financed the iSchool’s
Dodson Visiting Professorship at
SLAIS. In 2007 they donated $20,000
to create the Suzanne Dodson
Professional Development Award.
Thomas Robert Drynan died on
June 25, 2014, in Hamilton, at
age 77. He worked as a librarian
at McMaster University, Mohawk
College, and retired as CEO of the
Brampton, ON, public library. He
had a commitment to intellectual
freedom, critical investigation
of issues, and social justice.
Janet Ulumma N. Eta died on July
7, 2014, in Toronto. She worked
at the Toronto Public Library.
Robert B. Harris died on May 20,
2014, in White Rock, BC, at age 78.
He held an MLS from the University
of British Columbia. His career
included head of circulation at UBC
Library, chief librarian at BCIT,
and consultant to library services in
educational and medical systems. After
retirement, he and his wife, Betty, (an
ELA member) volunteered with Rotary
to improve computer and library
services in India, the Philippines,
Guyana, Honduras, Lithuania, and
especially Haiti. He received a Rotary
award for “service above self ” in 2012.
Audrey Mary Kerr died on June
23, 2014, in Winnipeg, at age 82.
A dedicated librarian, Audrey was
professor and head of the medical
library at the University of Manitoba
for many years. She introduced
computer technology to the library and
established the medical library archives.
Catherine Mallory (Nous) Knowles
died on April 26, 2014, in Victoria,
at age 94. She held a BA and a BLS
from the University of Toronto. She
was employed at the Toronto Public
Library and the Wartime Information
Board in Ottawa between 1941 and
1946, and at Canada House, London,
England, in 1946-47. Catherine worked

at the Montreal Star during the 1970s
and later in that decade as a reference
librarian at the Bedford Institute of
Oceanography, in Dartmouth, NS.
Jean McFall died on June 19, 2014,
in Toronto, at age 96. She was a
graduate of Victoria College, the
Ontario College of Education, and the
Toronto Library School. Jean taught
at Bowmanville High School and
North Toronto C.I., before working
at the Toronto Reference Library.
While rearing her children, she
volunteered at various social institutes.
Sharon Elizabeth Veronica Neary
died on Aug. 5, 2014, in Calgary, at
age 64. She obtained her MLS from
the University of British Columbia,
and worked for many years at both
the University of Saskatchewan and
the University of Calgary during her
career as an academic librarian.
Robert Gerard Prodrick died on
Feb. 14, 2014, in Oakville, ON, at
age 93. He held BA and MA degrees
from the University of Toronto and
a M.Sc. from Columbia University.
He was a professor at the School of
Library and Information Science at
the University of Western Ontario
until his retirement in 1988.
Jean Daphne (Powe) Reid died on
July 26, 2014, in London, ON, at age
90. Although she had trained as an
architect, she worked as a librarian.
Sam Rothstein died on July 8, 2014,
in Burnaby, BC, at age 93. He earned
a BA in French and English from the
University of British Columbia in
1939, an MA in French from Berkeley
in 1940, and a PhD in librarianship
from the University of Illinois in
1954. Sam founded the faculty of
librarianship at UBC and served as
its first director from 1970 to 1986.
He was internationally recognized
as a reference librarian and was a
leader in developing the discipline
of library science over four decades.
For the 50th anniversary of SLAIS
in 2011, the School established
the Samuel Rothstein Award for a
graduating student who exhibits the
innovative spirit that Sam had when
he opened the School in 1961.
Lorraine Mary (O’Donnell) Williams
died on July 4, 2014, in Markham,
ON, at age 81. She was the past chair

of the North York Public Library
Board, former member of the Metro
Toronto Reference Library Board
of Trustees, and past president of
both the Ontario and Canadian
Library Trustees’ Associations.
She trained as a social worker, but
became a journalist and a writer.
Nancy Diane Young died on
April 3, 2014, at age 76. She
worked as a librarian at the North
York Public Library and at the
University of Toronto Library.
Louis George Vagianos died in
Toronto, at age 81. He was the
assistant librarian at Brown University
RI, university librarian at Dalhousie
University, and consultant to the
rector at Concordia University.
Retirements
Lynne Murphy completed her second
term as university librarian at St.
Francis Xavier University, a role she had
for 10 years. She is currently enjoying
a well-deserved administrative leave.
Peter McNally retired on Aug.
31, 2014, after 49 years at McGill
University. He received an MLS degree

Write for ELAN
The Newsletter Committee
welcomes contributions
from our members.
We are seeking articles, news items,
and ideas that you think would be
of interest to Ex Libris members
for publication in ELAN. Please
submit your articles on items of
interest to our members, including
your memoirs of early days or
important figures in librarianship,
library history, your own career, and
your current activities in the field.
We especially need contributions
to our regular feature, “Why
I Became a Librarian.”
For submission information,
see the back page.
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from McGill in 1966 and worked in
the reference, acquisitions, and rare
books departments in the McGill
library system. In 1982, he became an
associate professor and gained tenure.
During his career he has received
many awards, including the Tremaine
Award for distinguished publications,
and both the Diamond and Golden
Jubilee Queen Elizabeth II medals.
In 1999 he became a full professor.
Peter will continue on as director
of the History of McGill Project,
writing volume III (1970-2001).
Gwyn Pace, head of document
delivery at Dalhousie University
Libraries, retired in June 2014, after
more than 30 years of service.
Terence Paris retired after his 42-year
career at Mount St. Vincent University
Library. Over the years he worked
in reference collections and acted as
head librarian on several occasions.
John Tesky, director of libraries at
the University of New Brunswick,
retired this year after 23 years. The
library world will miss his pragmatic
vision and thanks him for his countless
contributions to library leadership.
Appointments
Christiane Barbe is the new chair
and chief officer of the Bibliothèque
et archives nationals du Quebec. She
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took office on Aug. 18, 2014, and thus
succeeded Dr. Guy Berthiaume.
Dr. Guy Berthiaume has been
appointed librarian and archivist
of Canada for a term of five years
effective June 23, 2014. He had
been president and chief executive
officer of the Bibliothèque et archives
national du Quebec since 2009.
Shawn Bethke, formerly known
as director of libraries at Cape
Breton University, has changed
his portfolio to become dean of
library and multicultural learning
Susan Cameron, special collections
librarian at St. Francis Xavier
University, has been appointed
interim university librarian at SFX’s
Angus L. Macdonald Library.
Mary-Jo Romaniuk has been
appointed university librarian at the
University of Manitoba for a five-year
period effective Oct. 1, 2014. Her
previous positions included acting
chief librarian at the University of
Alberta (2010-12). Mary-Jo was
treasurer for CLA (2012-13).
Chantelle Taylor, former youth
services librarian, is the new
deputy chief librarian with the
Cumberland Public Libraries, NS.
Awards
Jennifer Evans, provincial librarian
Diane Henderson, Vivienne James,
Shirley Lewis, Jean Weihs
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for Nova Scotia, is the recipient
of the 2014 APLA Merit Award.
Her nominators emphasized her
outstanding leadership skills and
detailed significant projects she
led, which span local, provincial,
and national levels. The award
was presented at APLA’s annual
conference in Moncton.
David Jones, librarian emeritus
at University of Alberta, has been
recognized by the Association of Map
Libraries and Archives (AMLA) with
the Association’s Honour Award,
conferred “to one individual who has
made an outstanding contribution
to the field of map librarianship.”
David’s career at U of A’s Science
and Technical Library began in 1980,
and from 1995 until his retirement
in 2010 he served as map librarian
and subsequently as map cataloguer.
John Tesky was honored with the
Canadian Association of Research
Libraries (CARL) Distinguished
Service to Research Librarianship
Award in recognition of his valuable
contributions to the Canadian
research library community.
Wendy Wayling, children’s librarian
at Westmount Public Library, received
the annual Anne Galler Award,
which recognizes an individual
who has enriched librarianship
in Quebec and made a lasting
contribution to the profession. n
ELAN Indexing
ELAN is indexed in two parts. One
index covers the years 1987 to 1999,
issues No. 1-26, and the second covers the years 2000 to 2009, issues No.
27-46. (An index for subsequent issues
is planned.) To access the indexes, go
to: http://exlibris.pbworks.com/w/
page/31916801/List%20of%20
ELA%20Newsletters.
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