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W.K. Lamb Award Winner: Ajax Public Library
By Stan Skrzeszewski

Top left: Rick Ficek presents W. K. Lamb Award to Cindy Poon, from APL. Top right and bottom:
Programs for seniors at Ajax Public Library. Courtesy of Ajax Public Library

T

he 2015 winner of the W. K.
Lamb Award for Innovative
Services to Seniors is the Ajax
Public Library (APL) for its wideranging and integrated approach,
outlined in Service for Seniors, its
detailed entry submitted by Cindy Poon,
the APL’s manager of public services.

The APL has an impressive range of
services beginning with its collection,
which includes audio books on CD;
fiction and nonfiction in large print;
CNIB books on CD; DAISY book
readers, downloadable audio books
and ebooks, and some descriptive
movies. Some of the large-print

continued on page 2

Ex Libris Annual Conference and AGM
Monday, November 2, 2015, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Toronto Public Library, Northern District Library.

Presentations will include: Agatha Barc on the history of library education, Lynda Moon on
Orchardviewers and the history of North Toronto, and Dale Askey on digital-age concerns.
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books have braille spine labels, and
another nice touch is that many
other spine labels are in large font.
The library also offers a Visiting
Library Service, which provides
temporary (eight weeks or more),
seasonal (December-March), and longterm services, in which staff select and
deliver items to homes or long-term
care facilities. It also offers an option
for branch pick-up of selected items.
Of particular note was the Older
Adult Advisory Committee (OAAC),

composed of seniors who offer advice on
services and programs for older adults
and help library staff organize monthly
programs and special events. The APL
also has a Service to Older Adults policy,
adopted from the Canadian Guidelines
on Library and Information Services for
Older Adults, endorsed by the Canadian
Library Association’s Interest Group on
Services for Older People. The Award
Committee felt that this policy-led
approach to service was very important.
As well, as seniors, all three members

of the award selection committee were
pleased to see that APL does not impose
fines on adults who are 65 or older.
Services also include the Stay
Connected Project, which teaches
seniors to use new technologies, and
Discover eBooks, which provides oneon-one training on how to download
ebooks, audio books, music, TV shows,
and movies. There is also a wide range
of workshops on relevant topics to
seniors, with a focus on accessibility. n

the morale of LAC staff; seeking an
ongoing dialogue with the Government
of Canada’s decision-makers to fully
carry out LAC’s mandate; working
to continue the harmonization of
the two cultures of the archives and
the library, and finally to regain
our place amongst the leading
memory institutions in the world.

contact with former colleagues and
co-workers (for example, members in
Ottawa met for lunch during the CLA
Annual Conference in June) and at the
same time to continue learning about
changes in our profession. Further
afield, the Board has made contact with
the executive of our sister organization
in the United States, the American
Library Association’s Retired Members
Round Table. We hope that, in the
future, members of both organizations
can share benefits and programs. We
have also looked to expand membership
by providing funds to members who
want to start local chapters across
Canada. Finally, in August we reached
out to The Partnership, Canada’s
national network of provincial and
territorial library associations.
Ex Libris has been prominent
in developing an awareness and
appreciation of Canadian library and
archival history. In addition to the
75 biographies of famous Canadian
librarians and archivists on our website,
board members Suzette Giles and
Trudy Bodak have identified libraries
across Canada that are named for
individual librarians. For these libraries,
we provide framed accounts of the
histories of their founders, reminding
their users and staff about their past. n

President’s Report
By Rick Ficek

F

or the past five
years Ex Libris
Association has
been concerned about
and opposed to what
can only be described
as a deliberate assault
on the operations and
indeed the continued
relevance and existence of Library
and Archives Canada. In response to
the threats, the library and archive
communities across Canada challenged
and lobbied the federal authorities to
stop and reverse the cuts to LAC. Now,
after a year under the leadership of Dr.
Guy Berthiaume, director of LAC, it
seems that this national lobbying — our
own voice included — was successful.
As the keynote speaker at the CLA
Annual Conference in Ottawa in June,
Dr. Berthiaume outlined not only
his commitment to making LAC the
premier memory institution in Canada,
but to developing ways to meet new
challenges facing this national treasure.
Partly in response to the 70
recommendations by the Royal Society
of Canada’s expert panel report on the
future of libraries and archives, LAC
has produced a policy statement that
outlines a number of commitments,
all of which it hopes will be confirmed
at a stakeholders’ meeting in the fall.
Some of these commitments are: a
greater participation in the work of
professional associations; improving

“

Ex Libris has been
prominent in developing an awareness
and appreciation of
Canadian library and
archival history.
At the CLA Conference, we
presented the 2015 W. K. Lamb
Award to the Ajax Public Library
for its wide-ranging approach to
services for seniors. So impressed
was the committee by the quality of
all the submissions that Ex Libris
decided to recognize the runnersup — Lethbridge Public Library and
Bonnechere Union Public Library —
with cash awards. Stan Skrzeszewski
and his committee members did
outstanding work in evaluating the
many fine submissions we received.
See the article on page 1 of this issue.
One of the main reasons to belong
to Ex Libris is the opportunity, after
retirement, for librarians to maintain
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CLA Library History Network
By Lorne Bruce

T

he CLA Library History
Network held an informative
session for 50 people in Ottawa
in June with the theme Privacy and
Security in 19th-Century Canadian
Libraries. Yes that’s right, even back
then these issues were important in
library work, albeit in different ways
from today. Three case studies provided
working examples about security for
collections and the nature of privacy
related to serving the public.
Stephen Kiraly spoke about the
Subscription Library of St. John’s,
Newfoundland (1807-1846), and the
ways in which insecure physical facilities
and frequent fires, especially the great
fire in 1846, disrupted services.
Gordon Ross spoke about Alpheus
Todd’s meticulous efforts to ensure
that the structure of the Library of
Parliament would resist fire when

it was built in the 1860s. Of course,
without Todd’s efforts, the fire on
Parliament Hill on February 3, 1916,
would have destroyed Canada’s
valuable parliamentary record.
Lorne Bruce spoke of the nature of
about 70 so-called “private” subscription
libraries in Canada before 1850. During
this early period of Canadian history,
government allowed private groups to
incorporate for the purpose of serving
a “public good,” and this included
library collections for various groups
of readers. Important features of these
early libraries remain with us today (e.g.,
boards and non-government funding).
There was a good discussion
following the presentations. CLA
has archived the presentations from
session “A4” at www.claconference.
ca/2015-session-presentations,
along with dozens of other sessions,

all of which can be viewed.
The network group is hoping to
have another session in Ottawa in
2016 and invites people to join its
new Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/groups/50149421690. n

home-appliances parts. Biotechnology
firms and academia are studying
the possibility of tissue engineering
with the help of inkjet techniques. In
this process, layers of living cells are
deposited onto a gel medium or sugar
matrix and slowly built up to form
three-dimensional structures including
vascular systems. It is expected that
functional printed organs may be
possible within the next 10 to 20 years.
No wonder libraries started making
3D printing available to patrons. The
technology is used by people of all
ages, but it is especially appealing to
kids, who are flocking to available 3D
printers. In order to end up with a
physical three-dimensional object in
your hand, you have either to design
it using a computer program such as
Autodesk 123D Design, Sculptris,
or OpenSCAD, or download free
files with an already-designed object
from the Thingiverse or other popular
websites. Before using the printer,
one has to know how to use it, and
libraries can help with that. For

instance, Toronto Public Library offers
a 3D Printer Certification and Intro
to 3D Design course, which teaches
how to prepare a 3D design file for
print, and how to use equipment
safely and according to rules.
There are often small fees involved.
TPL charges a printing fee of five
cents a minute plus $1 for each print
job. An average print job takes about
30 minutes, so for $2.50 (30 minutes x
5 cents = $1.50 + $1 = $2.50) patrons
can get themselves a new Iron Man
helmet, smartphone case, Eiffel Tower
replica or a copy of a human heart.
For more information, visit
www.thingiverse.com or www.
torontopubliclibrary.ca/using-thelibrary/computer-services/innovationspaces/3D-design-print.jsp n

When You Move
When you move, please
remember to send your
new address to Ex Libris
Association, Faculty of
Information, University of
Toronto, 140 St. George St.,
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6.

Technology Unmasked
By Stan Orlov

W

hen it
comes to
printing,
most of us still
live in a twodimensional world,
while the technology
has successfully
crossed the barrier and moved into
3D territory. Invented in the 1980s,
the process was used primarily to
remove layers of metal from a raw
material mass, in order to produce
finished objects. In the 2000s, the
technology evolved to include the
addition (as opposed to removal) of
layers of materials, primarily polymers.
Many industries, including aerospace,
architecture, automotive, and defense
use 3D printers of all sizes, with
desktop versions available from $300 to
$2,000. It is difficult to name an object
that 3D printing enthusiasts would
not try to reproduce. There already
exists 3D-printed bikinis, shoes, and
dresses; hearing, dental, and other
medical implants; art objects; and

Stanislav Orlov is systems librarian
at Mount St. Vincent University in
Halifax. Please send your questions and
comments to stan.orlov@msvu.ca.
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Why I Became a Librarian
By Sam Coghlan

M

any
non-

librarians, when
called upon to
address a group
of librarians,
will refer to
their childhood
experiences
in the local
library. My story would be of being
the youngest of 11 children in a family
whose library consisted largely of
books from the Catholic Book Club.
The public library became my font
of literary escape. I was delighted
that, while exhausting the library’s
collection of religious fiction, such as
Ben Hur, I was also able to discover
fiction with edge, especially the Beats.
My father relaxed with pocketbook
westerns and my older brother
read Mickey Spillane and the like.
I learned that I shouldn’t judge
a person’s intelligence or worth

by their reading tastes. Yet I did
not know I was a librarian.
I ended up in law school at the
University of Windsor and was shocked
at how peoples’ attitudes toward me
changed. Suddenly my opinion on
things mattered, as though people
assumed I must be smart because I was
in law school. But I knew that being in
law school was not a sign of intelligence.
Law school presented little in the
way of deep intellectual challenge.
Anybody can learn to work with the
law and I couldn’t help but wonder why
they shouldn’t. Why don’t we make it
possible for the general public to learn
law? I imagined a chain of public law
libraries where anybody could learn. Yet,
still I did not know I was a librarian.
While at law school I shared an
apartment with a couple, both of whom
had dedicated their lives to becoming
librarians. I was intrigued, but still
I did not know I was a librarian.
Windsor Public Library operated a
bookstore, selling primarily government

publications. I was hired as manager,
largely because of my law degree,
and had standing that was equivalent
to a branch manager. I learned that
librarians got to experience the joy
of helping people find their next
reading delight or a book that would
tell them what they needed to know.
And librarians got paid a lot better
than booksellers. With benefits. Yet,
still I did not know I was a librarian.
My wife got a job in London, Ont.,
and I moved with the family, planning
on being the “house spouse.” A friend
from Toronto came to London in order
to visit the library school at Western. I
had nothing else to do, so I went with
her and joined her on a tour of SLIS
(School of Library and Information
Science), as it was then called. I finally
became interested. Because I only
had a law degree and not a four-year
honours bachelor degree, SLIS only
accepted me on probation for the first
semester. I passed. I am a librarian. n

Baby Boomers, Their Elders, and the Public Library					
By Barbara Kaye

O

n June 1, in Ottawa, 14 Ex
Libris members gathered
for lunch at the Backdrop
Food and Drink restaurant, followed
by a very interesting two-part
presentation by Wendy Robbins
about library services for seniors.
In the first part, Wendy discussed the
findings of the research she conducted
for her 2011 MIS thesis, A Place for Us?
Baby Boomers, Their Elders, and The
Public Library. As the title suggests, the
60-plus age group is multigenerational,
with baby boomers serving as an effective
link between the library and their elders
— their parents’ and even grandparents’
generations. But some have drifted away
from the public library during their
working lives and are not necessarily
aware of all the services offered to seniors.
The public library can help support
the role of the boomers (sometimes
referred to as the “young old”) as

caregivers to their elders. Some seniors
are housebound; some look to the
library for information on practical
matters such as pensions; some are
heavy users of the library website, even
if they rarely visit the library in person.
There were also a number of challenges.
In particular, interviewees reported
that library staff and policies were not
very sensitive to the needs of seniors.
In one case, a 93-year-old woman was
unable to produce an acceptable piece
of identification with her address on it,
and was refused a library card; she never
went back. Other challenges related to
the library environment and the need for
adequate seating, lighting, and signage.
In the second half of her talk, Wendy
spoke about a reading circle she facilitated
for older adults, entitled Reflections
on Aging. In this six-week program,
participants who range in age from their
50s to their 90s explore all aspects of the

aging experience: stereotypes and societal
attitudes, real-life challenges, health,
fears, etc. They use published works as a
springboard for discussion, moving back
and forth between the text and their
own lives and experiences. The materials
selected are diverse: poetry, novels, short
stories, memoirs, and other nonfiction.
Prior to obtaining her master’s of
information studies at the University
of Ottawa in 2011, Wendy Robbins
enjoyed a 30-year career with the CBC
as a television producer. She is still
active as a researcher, writer, and library
consultant, working most recently
on the final report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada.
In 2014 she wrote a documentary about
stories and aging for the CBC Radio
series Ideas, entitled “Aging by the
Book.” You can listen to this episode
on the web at: www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/
aging-by-the-book-1.2956240. n
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Touring the Aga Khan Museum
By Wendy Scott

I

n June, 14 members of Ex Libris
toured the Aga Khan Museum, the
first museum in North America
to be dedicated to the preservation,
display, and interpretation of
Muslim art, culture, and learning.
Designed by Japanese architect
Fumihiko Maki, the innovative
building, set on landscaped grounds
also occupied by the Ismaili Centre
and Park, proved to be one of the more
impressive features of the tour. The
large structure includes two exhibition
galleries, areas for art conservation and
storage, a 350-seat theatre, and two
classrooms. As the museum’s website
proclaims, Maki “used light as his
inspiration,” ensuring that it would
“animate the building in myriad ways,
throwing patterns on the exterior walls
of Brazilian granite, enhancing interior
spaces, or illuminating the open-roofed
courtyard.” And, in fact, we did observe
how the changing position of the
sun’s rays created changing patterns
in the building’s atrium as light was
refracted through its etched glass walls.
The first stop of our tour was the
Belvedere Room, where the collection
of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, nephew
of the Aga Khan, is displayed. It
contains both ancient and contemporary
ceramics, manuscripts, paintings,
and calligraphies, and was donated
by Catherine Aga Khan, the prince’s
wife, as a tribute to her late husband.
The two permanent galleries are
organized geographically, according to
the many countries and regions where
Islam is the principal religion: Egypt,
Syria, Persia, Turkey, Muslim India
(Hindustan), Iraq, China, Spain, and

Touring Aga Khan

West Africa. The artifacts date from
the eighth through the 19th century.
They were gathered over decades
by the Aga Khan, spiritual leader of
the world’s 15 million Nizari Ismaili
Muslims, and members of his family.
Our guide, Salim Kaderali, pointed
out several objects of especial interest
including one of the few modern works
— a remarkable embroidered hanging
by Aisha Khalid, a contemporary
Pakistani artist who has achieved a
worldwide reputation for both her art
and her feminist message. One side
represents the Four Gardens, while
the other features millions of goldplated needles — to stunning effect.
We were shown pages from rare
manuscript editions of the Qur’an,

including one dating back to the ninth
century, and another, known as the
Blue Qur’an, in gold kufic script on
indigo-dyed parchment, as well as a
page depicting an anatomical study
of the human body from the earliest
known copy of Avicenna’s The Canon
of Medicine, dated 1052. The galleries
display many richly decorated bowls
and other objects of ceramic, glass, and
metal ware, and objects for both court
and religious ceremonies proclaiming
the wealth and power of early rulers.
Following the tour, 11 of the
participants enjoyed lunch in
the museum restaurant, having
welcomed this rare glimpse into
a heritage now under threat in so
many regions of the world. n

Ex Libris Biography Project
By Nancy Williamson

T

he Biography Project is proceeding at its usual pace. This spring we learned the new website system
and are now ready to resume adding more names. As of this writing, there are 68 names in the database, soon
to be 71. New names about to be added are Drene Prentice, National Library; George Locke, Toronto Public
Library; and William O. Carson, London Public Library. Other names in the works are John Marshall, Jack Snell, and
Elizabeth Brewster.
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Webpage
Worth Visiting
By Shirley Lewis

W

hile seeking out a
book of short stories
featuring librarians,
entitled In the Stacks, I fell upon
an Internet website also called In
the Stacks (www.inthestacks.tv).
It’s a hotbed of current
information about libraries,
interesting books, videos, recent
developments, and news items of
interest to library personnel. Short,
snappy write-ups are featured, and
it’s by librarians, for librarians. The
site includes 15-second reviews of
books and other fun things. Take a
look – you’ll probably enjoy it. n
Marie Zielinska and Doug Robinson volunteering at the ELA booth at CLA 2015
Photo courtesy of John Warrener

Canadian Library Association (CLA) Update
By Jan Jacobson

T

he March 13, 2015, CLA
position paper, Proposed New
Vision for CLA, suggested
streamlining CLA’s activities and
finances by forming a federated
association of associations, rather than
a membership-based organization, as
presently exists. The new group would
consist of representatives from each
of the provincial regions as well as
one from CARL, one from CULC,
a Métis member, and a francophone
member. The focus would be to advocate
for library values and issues at the
national and international levels.
President Sandra Singh presented a
summary of this work to the delegates
at the Town Hall meeting at the AGM
on June 4. The next draft of the proposal
will be published in September 2015.
Following this, the library community
will be asked for feedback and a final
proposal will be issued on January 1,
2016. If you wish to comment, you
may join a blog on the topic. The link
will be accessible via the CLA Digest.
On June 12 CLA reported the results
of a membership survey, which asked
members to provide their top three or
four priorities. The issues that concern

our library communities the most
are: support for Library and Archives
Canada; government recommitment to
an investment in library infrastructure;
the reinstatement of the long-form
census; improvements in copyright
law; a national digitization strategy;
and support for open access. CLA
will promote these concerns during
the federal election campaign.
The July 10 issue of CLA Digest
reported the following changes
to its activities: it will no longer
undertake Canadian Library Month,
in order to divert the monies spent
to advocacy activities, but it will
continue to support School Library
Day, Library Support Staff Day, and
provincial library week/months.
The 2016 CLA Conference will
take place in Ottawa at an as-yetunspecified date. Many members had
fun serving at the Ex Libris table at the
exhibition. Liz and John Warrener, our
ever-present organizers, noted one of
the participants said Ex Libris had the
most fun table there. We hope CLA will
continue to have annual conferences,
since it is the only federal conference
where everyone can get together. n

Write for ELAN
The Newsletter Committee
welcomes contributions
from our members.
We are seeking articles, news
items, and ideas that you
think would be of interest
to Ex Libris members for
publication in ELAN. Please
submit your articles on items
of interest to our members,
including your memoirs of
early days or important figures
in librarianship, library history,
your own career, and your
current activities in the field.
We especially need contributions
to our regular feature, “Why
I Became a Librarian.”
For submission information,
see the back page.
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Print Collections at the Inforum, Faculty of Information
By Agatha Barc

I

n January the Faculty of
Information held a series of
town-hall meetings to gather
feedback from faculty, staff, students,
and alumni on the Inforum Renewal,
an initiative that includes introducing
several significant changes to the
services, facilities, and print collections
of the Inforum, which is an integrated,
specialized library of the iSchool.
The UTL/iSchool Working Group
released a report on the proposed
changes to the Inforum and other
iSchool facilities in December 2014.
The possible transfer of the print
collections, which also include
several special collections in various
areas of information and museum
studies, to the John P. Robarts
Library appeared to be the most
discussed and contentious issue.
The attendees raised several
points related to the removal of the
collections. They voiced their concerns
regarding the possible restrictions to
access. Under the current arrangement,
the collections are available to alumni
and researchers not affiliated with the
University of Toronto. In contrast,
the stacks at Robarts Library are

restricted to university patrons.
External researchers are required to
purchase a borrower’s card to enter
the stacks and sign out materials.
The issue of preserving the integrity
of the holdings was also raised.
Currently the materials are catalogued
under the DDC call numbers and
would have to be re-catalogued to
the LCC before they are transferred
to Robarts, which would result in
the dispersal of the collections.
Many librarians, both working and
retired, submitted vigorous protests
which commended the value of the
Inforum collection to their work and
pointed out that, in addition to the
DDC/LCC conversion, much of the
collection may be housed in storage,
making the retrieval of necessary
information time-consuming.
Writing in 1966 as the director of
the School, Brian Land envisioned
that the specialized collections and
the professional expertise of the
library personnel were to serve as “the
embodiment of the ideas and ideals
proclaimed in the classroom.” The
Inforum staff are actively involved in
the teaching, research, and outreach

activities of the iSchool: they
provide professional expertise to the
Inforum users, and serve as mentors
to the students. Altogether, the
Inforum exemplifies an intellectual,
professional, and service approach
to the study of information and is
an integral part of the iSchool.
Following the meetings, the
members of the Working Group
met on February 25 and submitted
a number of recommendations
to the Faculty Council, including
the retention of the existing
services and collections at the
Inforum, introduction of approval
plans, and renovations.
Updates regarding the
implementation of the changes are
posted on the iSchool’s website at
http://current.ischool.utoronto.
ca/services/collections-news. In
addition, a helpful selection of
documents relating to the Inforum
Renewal has been compiled by Nalini
Singh, an Inforum librarian, and is
available at http://current.ischool.
utoronto.ca/services/inforum-is/
future-of-inforum-background n

Libraries Named after Librarians
By Suzette Giles

This is the ninth in a series of articles about outstanding librarians and the libraries named after them.
Landon Branch, London Public Library
n 1955 the London Public Library replaced the South
Branch with a new building in honour of Fred Landon.
The present Landon Branch (see photograph) opened in
September 2005, after renovation of the original. The new
building features enlarged areas for collections, including children’s
material, a community meeting room, and improved access.
Fred Landon’s life and career was spent in or near London, Ont. He is
remembered and lauded as a journalist, historian, librarian, and teacher,
whose deep interest in the history of this area, the Great Lakes, and
Black and American history left a lasting legacy locally and nationally.
Born in London in 1880, he attended local schools and in 1901
joined the Northern Navigation Company of Sarnia. This involved
sailing the Great Lakes, and he developed a love of the lakes and
their history, which would inform much of his subsequent career
and many of his publications. He enrolled at Western University in

I

Photos courtesy of London Public Library

continued on page 8

8

...continued from page 7

1903 and, upon graduating in 1906,
he joined the editorial staff of the
London Free Press. After he left the
newspaper, he continued writing his
historical column, “Looking Over
Western Ontario” until his death.
In 1916 he became the fourth
chief librarian of the London
Public Library, with the London
Free Press stating that he is “a man
well fitted for the position.… Mr.
Landon is widely read, and an ardent
booklover” (L.F.P. April 12, 1916).
Innovations included introducing
a reference service and a picture
collection, and expanding the children’s
department. The South Branch (now the
Landon Branch) was opened in 1918,
followed by the Southeast Branch in
1921. Fred Landon also gave talks that
involved the library with the community.
One of the lasting legacies of his
seven years (1916-1923) at London
Public Library is the local history
collection. This developed into the
London Room, which today is an
important research facility for local
history of the city of London and
surrounding counties, and for genealogy.
Along with “his work at London
Public Library he held a lectureship
in English and History at Western
University where, by 1917, he had
introduced the first American History
course taught in Canada.” He also
completed an MA at Western on The

ELAN Number 58/Fall 2015

Relation of Canada to the Anti-Slavery
and Abolition Movements in the United
States. These activities reflected his
strong scholarly interest in American
and Black history and slavery, which
remained throughout his career.
In 1923 Mr. Landon left the London
Public Library to become the first fulltime librarian at Western University,
and an associate professor of history. His
new librarian position resulted in other
impressive achievements, including
persuading J. D. Barnett of Stratford
to donate his 40,000-item collection
of history and literature to Western
University, whose library at that time
contained less than 5,000 volumes. He
oversaw the extensive growth of the
university library and its movement to
the purpose-built Lawson Library. As
he had done at London Public Library,
Mr. Landon developed a regional
collection, which focused on the history
and social development of southwestern
Ontario; it is now part of today’s
Archives and Research Collections
Centre. He remained university
librarian at Western until 1946, when
he was appointed vice-president and
later, dean of graduate studies.
Fred Landon authored more than 300
publications, including (as co-author)
the five-volume The Province of Ontario:
a History, 1645-1927 (Toronto, 1928),
and Western Ontario and the American
Frontier (Toronto, 1941). He was
actively involved in a range of library,

historical, and community organizations,
both locally and nationally, and
was one of the founders of the
Bibliographical Society of Canada.
He received numerous honours,
which included election as a Fellow
of the Royal Society of Canada in
1921, and receiving the Tyrrell Medal
in 1945 and the Ontario Historical
Society’s Cruikshank Medal in 1967.
After retiring in 1950, he continued
to research and publish until his death
in 1969 ‒ in fact, two columns and
an article appeared posthumously.
In 1955, in naming a branch in
Fred Landon’s honour, London
Public Library was commemorating
more than just the contributions of
their fourth chief librarian, they were
recognizing the many accomplishments
of someone who through his research,
publications, and development of local
history collections has allowed future
generations access to their heritage. n
Sources of information and quotations
included articles about Fred Landon
in ELAN Number 12/1992, and a
chapter in Ontario’s African-Canadian
Heritage: Collected Writings
by Fred Landon, 1918-1967.
Correction: The column in ELAN
Number 57/ Spring 2015, omitted to
thank Peter Mutchler for suggesting
the Mary J.L. Black Library.
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On Weeding One’s Personal Library
By Dick Ellis

L

ike many members of ELA, I
have a collection of books. It is
not a large collection. If I add up
the built-in shelves in the den, the two
bookcases in the hall and the shelves
in the secretary on the third floor, I
come to approximately 30 shelves, and
I will allow someone else to determine
the number of titles or volumes.
I have a Kindle reader, but continue
to buy “real” books as well. If there are
30 shelves, there are only 30 shelves.
By that, I mean that I can only add so
many new books before I begin shelving
them on their sides above the shorter
volumes. Inevitably I need to weed the
collection. A few years back I sent a
few dozen books that I had not looked
at since my undergraduate days to the
library’s annual book sale in an attempt
to recycle standard works of logical
positivism and linguistic analysis to a
new generation of students. I kept, of
course, the A. J. Ayer and Wittgenstein.
In the decade I spent in acquisitions
and collection development, I came
across a number of personal libraries
on offer by beaming widows and
others. They, themselves, had never
read any of the works, but the man of
the house (it was inevitably so) had
placed great store in the books, and
they waited eagerly on my certification
that his valuation was shared.
I have had the real pleasure of
discovering very interesting collections
and the more common experience of
finding accumulations of popular works
of no particular focus. Occasionally I
have been informed that many of the
works in question had belonged to the
collector’s father and I had no reason to
doubt that, the older works being much
the same as the newer — bibliophilic
apple not having fallen far from the tree.
I learned quickly to distinguish an
accumulation from a collection, and I
bring that to bear surveying my own
aggregation. Perhaps conglomeration
is a better word. Workers are paving
the street and sidewalks in front of my
house and I see that the Number 1
Aggregate they put down for bedding is
quite uniform and indistinguishable, one
bit from the other. On the other hand, a

conglomerate has a number of particular,
but unrelated, parts. That probably fits
better. It allows my small collection of
the works of C.A.S. Williams (British
civil servant and lexicographer in the
pre-WWII Chinese Customs Service)
to sit not too far from my first editions
of Gary Snyder and the small collection
relating to Zoroastrianism. I also have
a larger collection of books on writing,
following from my affection for W.H.
Fowler. Gower, Partridge and Amis
jostle Lynne Truss to general merriment.
But all good things must come to
an end, so I again reviewed the bits
and pieces in search of more space,
or rather fewer books. I managed to
select a carton of titles and went off to
the local second-hand bookstore, full
of hope. I came back $2.35 richer, and
with one-third of the books remaining.
That was a bit of a shock, as I had
selected for disposal only those titles
that I thought someone else might
buy. Among the leftovers were a sexed book for children, which apparently
betrayed its ’70s origins too clearly for
today’s tastes; a turgid novel notable
only for its turgid bits; a picturebook spawned by the movie Annie
(much inferior to the comic strip), and
another generated by E. T. There was
a single piece of Canadiana, By Persons
Unknown. There, on the dust jacket were
Barbara Amiel, looking stunning, and
George Jonas, all ’70s sideburns. Those
were the days. How I came by these
titles is uncertain, but the fact that the
bookseller felt he could not sell them
even for a quarter, did not cause me
any grief. On the bottom of the pile of
rejects, however, was the autobiography
of Golda Meir — like the lady, it was
substantial. I had not included in my
offering the memoir of Harold Wilson,
having some sense of the local market,
or perhaps some sense full stop.
The carton found a place in the
basement and there it stayed. The space
on the shelves that had been cleared
by this effort was soon filled, and I
adopted Plan B. If I had books that
I always meant to read, I also had a
barrister’s bookcase that I always meant
to refinish. The bookcase was unusual

in that the shelves folded for shipping
and the glass doors slid on tracks, rather
than being in wooden frames. With
some work and the help of the local
glazier, another four shelves were added
and, like Chamberlain, I announced
that there was space in our time.
The remnants of my weeding
remained in the carton on the
basement floor. The basement floor is
like any other expanse of real estate.
There are more and less desirable
spaces. The carton was moved several
times, as the particular place of its
residence became more valuable for
other purposes. Eventually it reached
the end of the line, not far from the
recycling bin. It sat there for several
months, mutely accusing me of
indecision. Eventually even that space
became valuable as I began to set up,
next to mine, a workbench for my
continued on page 10

Welcome to New
ELA Members
We’re proud to welcome the
following new ELA members:
Judy Dunn, Toronto, ON
Gary Gibson, Beaconsfield, QC
Bill Hamade, Pickering, ON
Mark Leggott, Charlottetown, PE
Trina O’Brien Leggott,
Charlottetown, PE
Beckie MacDonald, Toronto, ON
Kirsti Nilsen, Toronto, ON
Patricia Rahal, St. John’s, NL
Rosemary Stackhouse, Toronto, ON
John Teskey, Fredericton, NB
Jocelyne Thompson,
Durham Bridge, NB
Michelle L. Thomson, Toronto, ON
Suzanne van den Hoogen,
Antigonish, NS
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eldest grandson. The books would,
finally, have to be dealt with.
One Saturday I began ripping
covers off the recyclable bodies of
the books. Oddly, I felt not much
hesitation on the Annie derivative,
nor the E.T. tome. Barbara and
George stared up at me and I
wondered, briefly, whether anyone
would ever again be interested in
the murder of Christine Demeter
(or Barbara or George).
I dug deeper. The Origin of Johnny
was a slight effort with few pages.
It was easily dealt with from a
practical point of view and would
not be missed. The turgid novel
promised a multi-generational saga
of an American family and posed
a larger practical problem, but was
the source of even less regret. No
existential anguish there. Then
there was We Are Having a Baby,
which charted the impact of the
arrival of the second child on the
life of the first. The improbability
of the title was muted by a great
deal of soft-focus photography and
the angst of a three-year-old. A
slender volume easily disposed of.
As for the autobiography of Golda
Meir, readers of a certain age may
recall the poster of Golda Meir, taken
across a table as if she were being
interviewed, with the slogan “But
can she type?” Whenever I looked
at the book, that poster came to
mind. I have no idea when or where
I acquired the book. I had never
read it. When I took it from the
shelf, I had no intention of reading
it. Now it sat in my basement, in
a box, awaiting an ignominious
end in the company of a couple of
movie spin-offs and dated sex-ed
books. It seemed somehow unfair.
So I am now reading it. It is
surprisingly compelling for one who
does not generally favour biographies.
When I finish with it I will find
a place for it on a shelf. There are
probably other books I can toss when
the time comes. The whole project
was a success. I probably cleared one
shelf, acquired four new, and met a
formidable woman. Every weeding
project should be as successful. n

Photo credit: Courtesy of Salisbury Cathedral.

British Library Treasures: Salisbury
Cathedral and its Library*
By Guy Robertson

W

e see
them on
the train
to Salisbury. They
are pilgrims of a
sort. They clutch
battered copies of
William Golding’s
Lord of the Flies and, arriving at
the Salisbury station, they jump
into taxis that take them to Bishop
Wordsworth’s School, where Golding
taught from 1945 to 1962. He put
much of what he learned at BWS
about the behaviour of boys into his
famous novel, which many of us read
in our teens. Years later as librarians,
we find ourselves leafing through
the copies on our shelves. We might
rediscover our interest in the characters
and plot; one day we might become
pilgrims on our way to Salisbury.
But Bishop Wordsworth’s School
is not particularly impressive. Many
visitors are disappointed because, apart
from the blue plaque at the entrance,
there is little to indicate that Golding
spent time there. Nearby, however,
stands the tallest cathedral spire (123
metres) in Britain. When we see it,
we cannot resist the temptation to
stroll across the Cathedral Close for
a better look. We might have seen it

before, in a painting by John Constable
that hangs in London’s National
Gallery. Impressive as that painting
is, it cannot duplicate the experience
of seeing the actual building.
Many architectural historians consider
Salisbury Cathedral to be the most
beautiful Gothic structure in Britain. It
was constructed from 1220 to 1258, and
replaced the Old Sarum Cathedral that
stood two miles outside of the current
town site. Among other noteworthy
features are the oldest (c. 1386) working
clock in the world and the finest of
the four original copies of the Magna
Carta. The Salisbury Cathedral library
had its origin in the late 11th century,
when Bishop Osmund decided that the
area was to become a centre of learning.
He hired a team of scribes to produce
manuscripts, most of which contain
biblical texts and commentaries. More
than 50 of these manuscripts — written
on vellum — survive, and constitute
one of the largest Norman collections
remaining in their original location.
The Old Sarum collection also
included manuscripts from elsewhere.
One of these is a 10th-century Gallican
volume now known as the Salisbury
Psalter, which contains a Latin text
of the psalms and canticles, with Old
English glosses. Many of the decorated

*The title of this article was incorrect in the print edition of ELAN. It has been amended above.

continued on page 11
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initials include images of dragons,
birds, and astrological symbols.
In the early 1440s, in the tradition
of libraries from ancient times to
the present, the cathedral library
ran out of space to store its growing
collection. The cathedral masons
built a new room to house the
collection and to serve as a reference
area for local and visiting scholars.
We visit this room not only to
see the oldest items, but also to
examine more recent publications.
While most of the collection is
theological, there are also works
on general science, astronomy,
mathematics, and medicine.
Printed books include 40
incunabula from various sources, and
34 volumes from the library of Isaac
Walton (1593-1683), author of The
Compleat Angler, and more than 120
volumes on political and religious
topics that his son Isaac, a canon
of Salisbury, donated in the early
18th century. Researchers can also
avail themselves of a good selection
of works on the history of the
cathedral, Salisbury, and Wiltshire.
Before leaving the cathedral,
we might reflect on the fate of
Bishop Osmund. He became Saint
Osmund in 1457. It is fair to say that
canonization is a fitting tribute to
a library founder, more impressive
than a medal or a name above a main
entrance. Pace William Golding
fans, there is more than one reason
to make a pilgrimage to Salisbury.
Access to the library is by
appointment only. Researchers must
present a letter of introduction from
a sponsoring academic institution, as
well as personal identification such
as a passport. For more information,
contact the cathedral archivist Emily
Naish at e.naish@salcath.co.uk. n

Books of Interest to Members
ELAN welcomes news about
books by ELA members.
Send a brief description or
an advertising brochure to
jean.weihs@gmail.com.

Conversations Among Canadians in Community:
A Program of the Ottawa Public Library
By Gwynneth Evans

J

oin me as I enter the Sunnyside
Branch of the Ottawa Public Library
(OPL) on Wednesday afternoons,
just before 2 p.m. This branch, renovated
some time ago in its Ottawa South
neighbourhood, has rooms available
free to the community. At the entrance,
a notice board greets us to direct us
downstairs through the Children`s
Section into a meeting room with a
square table and chairs, a place for
about 12 persons. The kettle is singing.
In September 2015, we will begin
our fifth year of “conversations among
Canadians in community,” a dialogue
framed in our collective desire to
prepare, in mind and spirit, for 2017
— Canada`s 150th anniversary. I use
the words mind and spirit advisedly,
because our dialogue is based on the
concept, proposed by physicist David
Bohm, that “dialogue can be considered
as a free flow of meaning among people
in communication, in the sense of a
stream that flows between banks.”
We have no agenda, no speakers,
no assigned reading or topic, no
predefined purpose except to be
together, to listen and exchange, and
to explore our common identity — as
Canadians, citizens, persons. Our
co-ordinator is the link with the
library staff and the regular comers. It
would be impossible to say in advance
who will speak first, after the initial
greetings, or to presume to know
what has sparked the idea. We do not,
however, raise personal questions or
address the partisan politics of the day.
Around the table are women and
men; mostly older and less tied to
external obligations of work. However,
we have persons who arrange their
work schedules around our two hours
together. We also have visitors from
other countries who have become
regular participants during their
stay in Ottawa. They read about the
program in the OPL literature and
probably first come to practise their
English. However, several of them have
picked up the excitement of learning
by listening, interpreting, giving

examples, asking questions of what
we are discussing. We find that many
dialogues are connected; we return
often to different world views, such
as the interconnectedness of all living
matter among Aboriginal Peoples. We
explore language and image, metaphor
and concept, because we leave our own
sphere of knowledge and biases to enter
planes where others lead us. Some, for
example, are very aware of the natural
world; some understand economics
and policy development; others urban
development and the evolution of
democracy. Brain science and new
scientific discoveries are shared.
This weekly stimulation has several
effects on the participants. It often leads
us to different research and reading
during the week. If we are moved
to a sense that action is appropriate,
we make our decision individually.
For example, a number of us got
intense about the role of the public
broadcaster. This led us to individual
research and analysis. As a consequence,
several of us wrote to friends and
MPs. Our actions were not part of our
conversation but became individual
actions arising from looking at the
issue from various perspectives. Any
concrete plans for 2017 come from
a similar space — they arise from
stimulation and discovery, but take on
a different role when action becomes
the desire of one or more persons.
We are respectful of each participant
and are careful not to interrupt or
impose a collective response.
If you have enjoyed being
with us, consider suggesting a
similar program for dialogue and
conversation at your public library. n

Donate to Ex Libris
Would you like us to extend our
programming? A donation or
bequest to Ex Libris helps us
broaden and increase our activities.
All donations are tax deductible.
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Visiting Patience and Fortitude at the New York Public Library
By Susan Morley

W

elcome to the New York
Public Library (NYPL),
Stephen A. Schwarzman
Building (a.k.a. the main branch), where
visitors are greeted by the famous lions,
Patience and Fortitude.1 I was fortunate
enough to be able to visit the 1911
NYPL building in May 2015, where I
met Patience, guarding the south steps,
first hand. Fortitude sits across on the
north side of the steps, equally regal and
ever watchful of the many visitors to
this august Beaux-Arts building. These
two have had a few names over the
years, including Lady Astor and Lord
Lenox.2 They’ve come to life in movies
and children’s books, been rendered
in Lego, and have been featured in at
least one play (the musical The Wiz, by
Charlie Small) — which was very lethal
for a lady librarian. They even have their
own book Top Cats: The Life and Times
of the New York Public Library Lions, by
Susan G. Larkin. To learn more about
the Library Lions history you can visit
NYPL website at http://www.nypl.
org/help/about-nypl/library-lions.
A must visit for any tourist is the
Readers and Writers Shop, also known
as the bookstore, where you’ll find old
library furniture that has been reused
in imaginative ways, such as book carts
used to display sales merchandise.
The Dorot Jewish Division, established
1897, houses one of the world’s great
collections of Hebraica and Judaica. I’m
certain many a dedicated researcher has
spent several happy hours there, but what
drew my attention was the physical space.
Hanging down the middle of the room
are massive chandeliers, flanked by large
windows, which let in copious amounts

Top left: The Dorot Jewish Division. Bottom left: Patience. Right: The NYPL Readers and
Writers Shop. Photo courtesy of Susan Morely

of natural light. I would certainly
feel inspired while studying there.
If, like me, you spent many
happy hours scanning the pages of
Reader’s Digest, you might have been
pleasantly surprised to learn that its
creator, DeWitt Wallace, penned
the early issues in the NYPL. The
DeWitt Wallace Periodical Room
was so named to honour him, but
also because of an endowment

received from his estate. Not only
is the sheer volume of periodicals
amazing, but very appropriately the
murals situated in this room are of
publishing houses key to the magazine
industry – Hearst, McGraw-Hill
and Scribner, to name a few.
If you’d like to view more photos of
my NYPL visit, please visit this web
address: http://1drv.ms/1IwoGmo n

References
1. “The Library Lions” (New York Public Library; About NYPL); www.nypl.org/help/about-nypl/library-lions.
2. “The NYPL Lions: The Lives of Patience and Fortitude,” Allison B. Siegel, Architecture. (http://untappedcities.
com/2014/03/05/the-nypl-lions-the-lives-of-patience-and-fortitude). Accessed May 5, 2014.

Notice to Members

Help us keep our email listserv current. If you and/or someone you know are/is not receiving our
emails, please send your new email address to Bob Henderson at bob_1949@hotmail.com.
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: DEFUNCT LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

Ontario Learning Resources Association (affiliated with Ontario
Educational Association)
By Arn Bailey

Eighth in a Series Series editor: Lorne Bruce. Watch for the ninth in the series in the next issue.

T

he common interests of
librarians converge to form
sections, groups, networks,
and associations that are often shortlived. Sometimes the expansive
nature of Canadian geography and
specialization of services demand
regional groupings or affiliation with
larger organizations, even beyond our
national borders. Nonetheless, not
all efforts are sustainable over time.
The Ontario Learning Resources
Association (OLRA) was a short-lived
group that was active in the early 1970s.
Many school librarians were involved
in its work. In 1971 the Library and
Educational Media sections of the
Ontario Education Association (OEA)
merged to form the OLRA. The OEA
annual convention in Toronto, held
over the Easter holiday (now called a
winter break) was a major gathering
of all people from all levels and
specialties in education. Toronto hotels
were heavily booked and sessions and

workshops were held in the hotels and
on the University of Toronto campus.
Teachers served its executive and
committees to arrange presentations
and were called on to participate.
The goals of the OLRA were to help
any teacher to cope with increasingly
complex equipment, budget restraints,
selection from newly available
materials for purchase, and the need
for Canadian material. The OLRA’s
budget was a fee on membership of $5,
or $7.50 with a combined membership
with the OEA. Memberships were
handled through local associations
in contact with the OLRA executive.
The form of assistance was mainly to
organize presentations at the annual
OEA conference and workshops on
weekends throughout Ontario, when
called upon. A fee was charged for
attendance at such workshops. There
were also mailings to the members.
Although the organization was
dominantly a Toronto, even a North

ELA Website News
By Lorne Bruce

T

his new Ex Libris registered site is currently “up” and
operational at: www.exlibris.ca. Thanks to the hard
work of our webmaster, Cameron Riddle, our new
site is now ready. It is no longer necessary to use the older
iSchool site at University of Toronto or the PBWORKS
site that we moved to in 2010. From now on, we have our
own registered URL and readers should delete any old
bookmarks that they are using on their browsers. The new
format allows our website members and other authorized
members to add content to various pages. It will also allow
for more interaction via the web with our membership.
With our own Canadian site, Google will pick
up many of our pages and it will be possible to
“Google” Ex Libris pages as well! Along with our
Listserv and Facebook page, the new site makes it
easier for us to keep in contact with our membership
and keep people updated on our activities. no

York, organization it did have a wider
membership and dedicated leadership
facing innovations in education that
have become outdated (like filmstrips).
Some people who were active
included a number of media and
teaching experts, such as Herb Letsche,
1972-73, who was granted leave to
attend Syracuse University, where he
received a masters degree in media and
library. He then worked as a media
consultant for the Toronto Board in
departments with various names such
as Teaching Aids Department and
Instructional Media Services. Fred
Branscom (deceased), media and library
head in North York, worked in North
York with David MacDougal and Ken
Everest, who later moved to KitchenerWaterloo. As the OEA increasingly
became a body of members of boards of
education and administrators, interest
in the OLRA section decreased and
it ceased to exist by the late 1970s. n
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Book Reviews
The Laughing Librarian: A
History of American Library Humor
by Jeanette C. Smith.
Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland
& Co, 2012. $49.95
Reviewed by Julia Schneider

M

ake no
mistake: The
Laughing
Librarian is a serious
book. If you are looking
simply for a chuckle
in the stacks, this is
not the book for you.
If, on the other hand,
you want a well-researched history of
the profession in North America over
the past century, and its attempts to
deal with its many challenges through
humour, you have come to the right place.
The credentials of Jeanette C. Smith,
the book’s author, are impressive. Not
only is she a librarian but she is a funny
one as well, having been awarded the
first-ever Edmund Lester Pearson Library award for her essay on the subject
of the hazards of reading while driving.
Smith’s awareness of the issues involved in librarianship is evident from
the scope of her study and the depth of
the coverage she gives it. One of these
issues is that of the enduring librarian
stereotype from the early 1900s, which
still can evoke giggles in the 21st century.
But how did this image of an old spinster with a bun, shushing all those in her
desmesne, come about? Smith has the
answer. She refers us to a 1980 editorial by Lillian Gerhardt that appeared
in the School Library Journal (p. 36). This
tells us that “the librarian of yesteryear
was paid just enough to keep her shabbily genteel. Hence the plain, dark, heavy
clothes…to hide grime and resist wear
and tear” and the coif because “her budget
did not permit professional hairdressing.” This librarian had to stay single, or
be dismissed, and since her presumably
male boss thought silence a requisite for
thought, her ability to maintain it was
a job requirement. Hence the “Shhh!”
Within the profession — she dif-

ferentiates between intra and extra
librarian humour — Smith shows that
stereotyping has remained an issue.
How best can a librarian get a promotion to management, one librarian asks
another in a 1981 cartoon in the library
magazine Technicalities (p. 181). Should
she publish a paper or get another
degree? Her colleague suggests: “Why
not try a sex-change operation?”
Smith devotes the chapter “For SEX,
see the Librarian” to gender issues. She
traces the origin of this great source of
amusement to the practice, in days of
security and semi-censorship, of keeping risqué and theft-worthy materials
behind the desk, and steering patrons
in that direction via this notation in the
trusty card catalogue. Restricted materials or those subject to theft would be
released to adult patrons or to the patron
asking for them. Thus notations such as,
“For Automobiles — Maintenance and
Repair — see the Librarian,” and “For
SEX, see the Librarian” appeared, giving
rise to endless instances of suggestiveness.
One of the greatest controversies
regarding sex and the profession came
about in 1992. That was when Will Manley, one of the three men Smith names as
pioneers of librarian humour, published
a sex survey as part of his regular “Face
the Public” column in the August Wilson
Library Bulletin. The Bulletin’s reaction to
this was to fire Manley, and the profession’s reaction to his firing eventually
led to the demise of the magazine. Then
Manley worked for American Libraries,
the flagship publication of the American
Librarian Association (a group he previously had denigrated regularly), where
he published a column for many years.
Should library humour be just for
librarians, or should it be open to everyone? Smith cites the opinions of her
foremost library humorists, Edmund
Lester Pearson, Norman D. Stevens, and
Manley, on this basic question. Stevens, in particular, believes that librarians needed to “lighten up.” To quote
Smith, the main part of his humour is
that “the world of librarianship is ridiculous and we should all take a far
less serious view of our work. What we
accomplish as librarians is not, after all,
likely to change the world.” (p. 94).
Smith goes on to write, “Stevens’
definition of library humor excludes

material by non-librarians, who he
thinks tend to promote stereotypical
views of the profession. He states that,
‘We librarians have the right to, and or
are capable of making fun of ourselves
without outside assistance.’ ” (p. 102).
Notwithstanding Stevens’ stance,
Smith gives considerable attention to this
outside assistance. She cites magazines
as diverse as The New Yorker and Mad for
their sterling examples of library humour,
and notes that Pearson’s “The Librarian”
column appeared in the Boston Evening
Transcript from March 1906 to 1920.
There it was widely read and commented
on by poet Amy Lowell, who wrote two
letters to Pearson about his column in
September 1913. Throughout U.S. history
“outsiders” have had a lively interest in the
library despite, or perhaps sometimes because of, their misconceptions concerning
its practices. It is fascinating to read that,
after Pearson retired from the New York
Public Library and left librarianship in
1927, he began to publish extensively on
the subject of murder, and became known
as “the foremost American writer on
celebrated crimes.” (p. 92) Despite this,
Smith regards him as humour’s “main
guy” for his role in bringing humour to
the sometimes perplexing profession.
Another controversy relates to how
librarians should view the blunders of
their patrons. These include confusion
over “main entry” directions, titles, and
the “stupid question.” In the “Humors
and Blunders” chapter Smith looks at
our professional attitudes to these, and
finds a commonsense approach in an
article in a 1995 issue of RQ “Oranges
and Peaches: Understanding Communication Accidents in the Reference Interview,” by Western professors
Pat Dewdney and Gillian Mitchell.
There is much more in The Laughing Librarian. In it you will meet Sandy
Berman and the HCL Cataloguing
Bulletin, Richard Lee and his cartoons,
Unshelved and the Unabashed Librarian, and unlikely library superheroes
who negate all those stereotypes. You
will see humour in “The Fear Factor,”
get acquainted with revolutionaries in
“Joyfully Subversive,” and ponder different librarian personas (are you a keeper
or a collector?). I recommend this book
to all who are interested in their profession, its evolution, and their place in it. n
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Crime Stories
By Shirley Lewis

W

hat’s more intriguing than theft — especially book and art theft?
Here are three books that have special appeal for librarians.
Thieves of Book Row by Travis McDade (Oxford University Press,
2015) delves into the criminal and infamous gang of rare book
thieves, who stole highly valuable antiquarian books in New York
during the Great Depression — and how they were finally caught.
Some of the rare books were stolen from the rare book collection
of the New York Public Library. Witty, and very well written.
The Rescue Artist by Edward Dolnick (Harper, 2006) is a
captivating recounting of the events surrounding the theft of
Munch’s world-famous painting The Scream from Norway’s
National Gallery. Scotland Yard sent its crack art specialist
to Oslo to track down and retrieve the masterpiece — and
he does! A highly entertaining and informative book.
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Knopf, 2007) has garnered the
biggest audience, and is also a major motion picture. Set during
the Holocaust, it features a German foster-child who steals books
at great risk but also to great purpose. Gripping and inspiring.

Books by Ex Libris Members
By Jean Weihs

A Boyhood Journey: Scotland to Canada in 1853
By Charles R. Peterkin; edited by Mary F. Williamson.
Blurb, 2015. ISBN 978-1-77-136362-4. $13.15.
Peterkin remembers a carefree boyhood in Aberdeen, a harrowing crossing on
the sailing ship Berbice in 1853 with his widowed father and six siblings, and
his determination to become independent after their arrival in Toronto.
Two books by Stan Skrzeszewski. Contact information: 411 Rippleton Place,
London, ON N6G 1L4; 519-471-8133; stan874@gmail.com
Creative Memories: Poems in Honour of the Polish Soldiers Who Died at the Battle of
Fort Erie. Toronto-London, Sooni project, 2015. Price $15; includes shipping.
This series of poems imagines the unknown lives of Poles in the
War of 1812 and in particular those of the De Watteville Regiment,
who fought at the Battle of Fort Erie and then served as an armed
escort for Lord Selkirk on his trek to the Red River.
The Daily Life of Polish Soldiers, Niagara Camp, 1917-1919: The Newspaper Columns
of Elizabeth Ascher, St. Catharines Standard, 1917-1919; edited and with an
introduction by Stan Skrzeszewski. London, 2015. Price $80; includes shipping.
From 1917 to 1919 an independent Polish army was formed and trained in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. The commanding officers were either Canadian or French.
Elizabeth Ascher was the Niagara correspondent for the St. Catharines Standard
and included almost daily reports of life at the camp. This is an accumulation
of these columns covering a relatively unknown aspect of Canadian history.

British Columbia
News
By Guy Robertson

T

he recent
rediscovery of
two small papyri in
the UBC Library’s
Rare Books and
Special Collection
Division has caught
the attention of classicists across North
America. The fragile scraps, which were
excavated in Egypt during the 1930s,
provide details of domestic life during
the Roman period, approximately
1,800 years ago. One contains a
message that invites guests “to dine at
the couch of the Lord Sarapis.” The
other is a letter from a young man
to his mother. He tells her that he
thinks of her every day, and wishes
her good health. He asks her to visit
him soon. The papyri went unnoticed
for many years until a librarian
showed them to a graduate student
who was hunting for other ancient
materials. A paper about the papyri
will be published in the near future.
At the other end of the time scale,
the Vancouver Public Library has
opened its new Inspiration Lab on
level three of the downtown Central
Library. This digital media hub
allows users to convert old videos to
a digital format. Young people can
participate in video game workshops.
There are digital tools available for
writers, musicians, videographers,
publishers, and game developers.
Services are free for anyone with a
VPL borrower card. So far the Lab
has been more popular than expected,
and users have come from all over
Greater Vancouver to take advantage
of different digital resources.
In July Langara College librarians
and staff were delighted to celebrate
Janet Whyte, their colleague, whose
new novel for young readers, Shot
in the Dark, was just published.
The story concerns a boy’s struggle
with degenerative eye disease, and
his success as a player of goalball, a
game for the visually impaired. Janet
has worked in the technical services
continued on page 16
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... continued from page 15

area of Langara’s library for more
than a decade, and writes whenever
she can. She has published four other
novels for young readers. Lorimer
publishing hosted her most recent book
launch at Christianne’s Lyceum in
Vancouver’s Kitsilano neighbourhood.
Janet is already working on her next
book, but refuses to discuss it further.
“I want it to be a surprise,” she says.

Prairies News
By Alvin M. Schrader

T

he Archives
of Manitoba
has launched a new
searchable index of
Manitoba World
War causalities on its
website at www.gov.
mb.ca/chc/archives/ww1_resources/
ww1_soldier_index.html. There are
1,092 soldiers represented in the index.
The Winnipeg Public Library
launched a five-year plan in April 2015,
after extensive public consultations
with more than 5,000 residents on
a wide variety of topics including
collections, programs, space, services,
and even the social role of the library.
Key issues raised were improved
hours, expanded online resources,
more leisure and study space, and
new collaborative learning spaces. The
strategic plan outlines nine goals:
• supporting early literacy skills
with more materials, services, and
programs for families, childcare
providers, and educators
• providing excellent
customer service
• investing in more programs
that advance digital literacy
• ensuring all library branches
are welcoming and
accessible destinations
• selecting material that reflects the
diverse needs of the community
• developing stronger
relationships with indigenous
peoples and newcomers
• providing opportunities
for older adults to meet,
learn, and contribute
• expanding the impact of the

library beyond its physical
branches through community
outreach and digital services
• extending libraries’ operating
hours for enhanced convenience
and accessibility.
More information is available at
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/
inspiring-ideas-future-of-winnipegs-public-libraries-1.2624584.
Winnipeg Public Library returned
the comic book Tintin in America to
its collections in June 2015 after the
book was pulled in March 2015 due to
controversy over the way indigenous
peoples are portrayed in it, and concerns
that the comic perpetuated harmful
narratives and racist images. The 1930s
comic, by Belgian cartoonist Hergé, was
also pulled from a Winnipeg Chapters
store earlier in 2015, prompting the
City of Winnipeg to mandate its public
library to remove it from its shelves
as well. Chapters later decided to put
the comic back on its shelves and
determined it did not violate its policies.
The public library will house it in its
“adult graphic novel collection along
with other similar material” and it will
be available to adults and parents who
wish to access the book for research
purposes or to “carry on discussions
with their children or others.”
To contribute to this column, please
contact Alvin M. Schrader by email
at alvin.schrader@ualberta.ca.

Ontario News
By Vivienne James

F

rom July 13 to
August 29, the
Hamilton Public
Library displayed a
wood-based First Nations
art installation — the
Witness Blanket —
whose pieces collectively recount the
story of loss, strength, reconciliation,
and pride of the Indian Residential
School experience. It was on display
at the Central Library. This was the
creation of First Nations artist and
master carver, Carey Newman, who
plans to take it across Canada.
Good news for Ottawa Public
Library (OPL) as it moves one

step closer to realizing its vision for
a new Central Library, with City
Council’s approval of the Central
Library development as a strategic
initiative in the 2015-2018 Term of
Council Priorities. To mark the 50th
anniversary of the Canadian flag, OPL,
in partnership with the Museums and
Heritage Programs Unit, has mounted
a new exhibit about the Canadian
flag and flags around the world at the
main branch until October 2015.
Toronto Public Library is 100
branches strong with the opening of
the Scarborough Civic Centre Branch
in May of this year. To mark this
milestone, the TPL Foundation has
online 100 Reasons That the Library is
a Vital Resource. Did you know that the
now-popular Balzac’s Coffee Roasters
was birthed in the library? The founders
used the resources and library space to
develop their vision! Toronto Public
Library is one of a coalition of public
libraries working to raise awareness of
ebook pricing issues with the goal of
ensuring broad access to ebooks for
Canadian readers. Currently the price
that libraries are required to pay for
ebooks is considered unreasonably high.
Congratulations to the recipients of
the 2015 OLA Library Building Award
for excellence in Library Architectural
and Design Transformation: Ottawa
Public Library, Beaverbrook Branch,
Moriyama & Teshima Architects;
Kitchener Public Library, Central
Branch, LGA Architectural Partners;
Carleton University, MacOdrum
Library, Diamond Schmitt Architects,
Edward J Cuhaci and Associates
Architects Inc.; Toronto Public
Library, Mount Dennis Branch,
G. Bruce Stratton Architects.
The Downsview Storage Project is
a shared preservation storage project
with Western University libraries,
the libraries at McMaster University,
Queen’s University, University of
Ottawa, and University of Toronto,
to develop a co-ordinated approach
that will ensure longterm sustainability
of retaining low-use print materials at
the University of Toronto’s Downsview
facility. This project will ensure that
print materials will remain readily
available for research and study while
releasing library space for new purposes.
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Quebec News

By Pierre Guillmette (and
Peter F. McNally)

T

he theme of the
Annual Conference,
May 7, of l’Association
des bibliothécaires
du Quebec Library
Association was
Connecting the dots/
Tisser des liens. The president for
2015-16 is Sonia Smith, McGill
Law Library. Lonnie Weatherby,
McGill University Library,
received the Association’s Anne
Galler award in recognition of
outstanding library service that has
enriched librarianship in Quebec.
The Saul Bellow Public Library in
Lachine, a Montreal suburb, reopened
May 2, after completion of a multi-year
$13 million renovation and expansion,
designed by Chevalier Morales,
architects. The library is named after
Lachine’s most distinguished son,
Saul Bellow (1915-2005), who lived
most of his life in the United States
and who, in 1976, was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Literature. The four
glassed-in study rooms are each named
after a character from a Bellow novel.
The cost of the work was divided as
follows: 40 per cent Quebec, 40 per cent
Montreal, and 20 per cent Lachine.
Diminishing budgets and increased
cost of election subscriptions to scientific
periodicals has forced university
libraries to make difficult decisions.
At l’Université de Sherbrooke, the
library cut 10 library technicians
and clerk positions. At l’Université
du Québec à Trois-Rivières, the
library reduced the acquisition of
materials by 50 per cent. The library
of l’Université de Montréal has
cancelled 1,000 periodicals in the Wiley
Online Library. The development
of collections is often paralyzed by
increasing costs subscriptions.
La Grande Bibliothèque (GB) is
part of the network of Library and
Public records of Quebec (BAnQ). It
celebrates its 10th anniversary in 2015.
The current director, Christiane Barbe,
succeeds Lise Bissonnette and Guy
Berthiaume, who directed the institution
between 2005 and 2014. While the GB

is the central library of Montreal, it is
also a library that offers its service to all
of Quebec. It has 330,000 subscribers,
who can access a collection of 6,300,000
documents. The subscribers can borrow
15 documents at a time (books, CDs,
films, software, road maps, video games,
electronic documents). The new Internet
platform centralizes 240 data bases,
which give access to nearly three million
electronic documents (11 million pages).
The library has an important collection
of newspapers, periodicals, and digitized
items. This growing resource offers access
to Quebec publications. For example,
one can consult 132 newspapers and
about 50 reviews on the Bibliothèque et
archives nationales du Québec website.
The Town of Montreal has honoured
the memory of Mordecai Richler (19312001) by making him an honoured
citizen and naming the Mile-End
library Bibliothèque Mordecai-Richler.

Maritimes News
By Tanja Harrison

T

he Prince Edward
Island (PEI) Public
Library Service has
partnered with the PEI
Literacy Alliance to offer
one-on-one tutoring
for adults, beginning
in October 2015. The program is free
and is said to fill a long-standing gap
in literacy services on the Island.
One Book fever is catching across
the Maritimes. In July, Islanders
hosted Maureen Jennings, the newest
One Book One Island author, to read
from her book, Except the Dying, said
to be the inspiration for the Murdoch
Mysteries TV series. The University of
Prince Edward Island began planning
its One Book One University program
slated to launch in September with The
Accidental Universe by Alan Lightman
as the selected title. This fall every
incoming student at the University
of New Brunswick (Saint John) will
receive a copy of George & Rue by
George Elliott Clarke as part of the
One Campus One Community One
Book program. One Book Nova Scotia,
now in its fourth year, was also busy
preparing to release a new title this fall,
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still secret at the time of this writing.
Check http://1bns.ca for the unveiling
of another great book selection.
On May 29, 2015, Mount Saint
Vincent University held its grand
opening of the Margaret Norrie
McCain Centre for Teaching,
Learning, and Research. Said to be
the first building in Canada to be
completely dedicated to celebrating the
accomplishments of women, the new
building links the upper and lower areas
of the campus and serves as an extension
space for the new Learning Commons.
The University of New Brunswick
(Fredericton) Archives and Special
Collections recently took possession of
two significant collections: the Medley
Collection (primarily historical bibles)
and the papers of Goose Lane Editions.
Over the past year, the Council of
Atlantic University Libraries (CAUL)
welcomed two new associate members:
PEI’s Holland College was joined most
recently by Newfoundland’s College
of the North Atlantic. CAUL’s longstanding associate member, the Nova
Scotia Community College (NSCC)
Libraries launched the Walter K.
Morrison Digital Repository antique
map digital collection. Access is
available at http://nscc.cairnrepo.org.
Browse the CAUL-CBUA Atlantic
Islandora Repository Network
(CAIRN) for other online digital
collections at the various universities
around the Atlantic region. Dalhousie
University Archives has also put three
new historical map collections online:
The Pullen Map Collection, The
Edward J. Mullaly Map Collection, and
the David and Marilyn Janigan Map
Collection, accessible by searching titles
at http://findingaids.library.dal.ca/.
The new Halifax Central Library
has been shortlisted for the World
Building of the Year award for 2015
in the civics and community buildings
category. There are 338 projects from
46 countries on the shortlist and
the winner will be presented at the
2015 World Architectural Festival in
Singapore, held on November 4 to 6.
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Newfoundland &
Labrador News
By Dick Ellis

O

n June 10, in St.
John’s, the Past
President’s Reception
kicked off the 2015
Atlantic Provinces
Library Association
Conference, and
your trusty reporter was there, just to
the left of the mashed potato bar.
On the following day, the sun
shone, the speakers spoke, and the
110 registrants absorbed food and,
presumably, wisdom. And there,
among the vendors, was the Ex Libris
Association, sandwiched between
the furniture offerings of Ven-Rez
and the samples of the 3M RFID
inventory control system. Ex Libris
brought the fight for membership
dollars to the assembled crowds. The
team of Pearce Penney, Patricia Rahal,
and Dick Ellis was not daunted. After
two days of intense schmoozing, the
results are in. In the end we garnered
six new paid members and one lucky
membership-draw winner, and we
pleased several people, who now have
sturdy canvas bags just the right size
for a half-dozen bottles of wine. More
importantly, dozens of our professional
colleagues have been disabused of
the misconception that Ex Libris
Association is only for the retired.
Several of our new members are more
than five years from retirement. Of
the seven new members, one is from
Ontario, two from PEI, two from
New Brunswick, and one each from
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.
Consider it an Atlantic Insurgency.

News from Canadian
Library/Information
Studies Schools

Compiled by Judy Dunn
University of British Columbia,
School of Library, Archival and
Information Studies (SLAIS)
By Guy Robertson
Professor Caroline Haythornthwaite

has stepped down from the director’s
position after five years. SLAIS
announced the appointment of associate
professor Luanne Freund as director
for a one-year term, which commenced
July 2015. Having earned an MA from
Carleton, an MLS degree from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and a
PhD from the University of Toronto,
Dr. Freund arrived at SLAIS in 2007. In
2014 she became director and chair of
SLAIS’s PhD program. She is actively
involved in curriculum development
and learning outcomes assessment. She
is also recognized for her research into
various aspects of information retrieval,
and is the author of more than 50
publications on topics such as human
information interaction, LIS education,
and e-government information. She has
received grants from SSHRC and NCE.
University of Alberta, School of Library
and Information Studies (SLIS)
By Toni Samek
In the last six months, significant
events at SLIS engaged us in a lively
retirement party for professor Margaret
Mackey and an elegant thank-you
lunch for our leader Anna Altmann
(who completed her term as chair). Dr.
Toni Samek began her five-year term as
chair on July 1. Student applications and
admissions are booming. As of September
2015, SLIS will be home to almost 300
graduate students, a mix of on-campus
and online students. Our 2015 exit survey
affirms great confidence in the quality of
education and educational experience at
SLIS. Faculty and staff are going strong
and showed, for example, a dynamic
collective presence in June in Ottawa
at the Canadian Library Association
(CLA) and the Canadian Association for
Information Science (CAIS) conferences.
Our MLIS student, Gianmarco
Visconti, won the 2015 CLA Student
Article Contest for his paper entitled,
“Queer Muslim Users: Intersectional
Spaces in Libraries.” SLIS is thriving!
Western University, Faculty of
Information and Media Studies (FIMS)
By Becky Blue
FIMS was pleased to renew, for another
two years, the appointment of associate
professor Paulette Rothbauer as the
LIS program coordinator, as of July 1,

2015. Congratulations are due to LIS
PhD candidates Peggy Nzomo, Ahmad
Kamal, and Angela Pollak, who all
successfully defended their dissertations
over the last several months. The LIS
community also enjoyed a productive
collaboration in July with visiting doctoral
student Jamie Johnston. Johnston made
the trip from Akershus University in Olso
and spent time with students and faculty,
while furthering her research interests
into public services for multicultural
populations. She made several trips to
library branches in London and Toronto,
facilitated by FIMS faculty members.
University of Toronto,
Faculty of Information
By Kathleen O’Brien
The Association for Information
Systems (AIS) chose U of T’s AIS
Student Chapter, housed at the iSchool,
for “excellence in creating and offering
professional development opportunities
to their members.” Professor Andrew
Clement, an iSchool graduate, and
a current student, created the fully
accessible (Edward) Snowden Digital
Surveillance Archive. The Gordon Cressy
Student Leadership Awards were given
to students Kate Langrell and Jaime
Clifton-Ross. The Canadian Council of
Information Studies and the Canadian
Association of Research Libraries met at
the iSchool to strengthen ties between
the communities. Adjunct instructor and
legislative librarian, Vicki Whitmell, is
the 2015 FIAA Outstanding Alumna. A
team of iSchool students won William
Osler Health System’s 2nd annual
National Student App Development
Contest. Dr. Colin Furness is the Master
of Information Student Council (MISC)
Outstanding Instructor of the year.
The Archives Association of Ontario
chose professor Heather MacNeil as
its 2015 James J. Talman Award winner.
Wendy Newman, senior fellow and
lecturer, retired from the iSchool and
created the Wendy Newman Librarian
Leadership Award to support alumni.
McGill University, School
of Information Studies
By Peter McNally
Professor France Bouthillier, director
of the School of Information Studies
since 2004, has stepped down to become
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an associate dean at McGill’s Office
of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.
Professor Kim Dalkir is serving as the
School’s acting director. The School is
preparing its self-study for an ALA reaccreditation site visit in 2016. Professor
Catherine Guastavino is part of a team
of researchers with McGill’s Centre for
Interdisciplinary Research in Music
Media and Technology that has been
awarded $11million in funding through
a grant from Canada Foundation for
Innovation’s 2015 Innovation Fund.
PhD student Daniel Steele was recently
featured in a McGill Reporter article on the
Montreal urban soundscape walking tours
he gave last fall and again this summer.
Daniel specializes in the perception
and conception of urban soundscapes.
Université de Montréal, École de
bibliothéconomie et des sciences
de l’information (EBSI)
By Isabelle Bourgey and Martin Bélanger
In spring 2015 professor Christine
Dufour was the first faculty member at
EBSI to participate in a Massive Open

Online Course (MOOC) in collaboration
with École normale supérieure de Lyon,
France, on the subject of Information
Architecture. This fall, professor Marie
Demoulin and professor Sabine Mas
will also participate in a MOOC on Risk
Control in the Management of Digital
Documents. This MOOC is organized
by the Conservatoire national des arts
et métiers, France. Both courses were
available through the France Université
Numérique, a platform providing public
access to various courses from French
institutions of higher education and
their academic partners worldwide. As of
June 1, after a well-deserved sabbatical,
professor Clément Arsenault is back as
director of EBSI for a four-year mandate.
Professor Vincent Larivière was also
confirmed as associate professor.
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Dalhousie University, School of
Information Management (SIM)
By Sandra Toze
Dr. Louise Spiteri is on a 12-month
administrative leave, and Dr. Sandra
Toze has accepted the role of interim

director for the next year. SIM faculty
member Dr. Bertrum MacDonald has
been appointed acting director of the
Faculty of Management as of October
1, 2015. Two groups of SIM students
and faculty received funding from the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council (SSHRC) to conduct knowledge
synthesis projects. One group includes
faculty member Joyline Makani and
MLIS graduate (2015) Alieda Blandford
for their project, “Strengthening Deeper
Learning through Virtual Teams in
E-Learning: A Synthesis of Determinants
and Best Practices”; and the other group
includes member Mike Smit, MLIS
student Chantel Ridsdale, and MLIS
graduate (2015) James Rothwell for
their project on “Strategies and Best
Practices for Data Literacy Education.”
Robyn Gray was awarded the 2015
Stephanie Downs Memorial Award,
and Amy Sutherland was awarded the
2015 Carin Alma E. Somers Scholarship.
Alumni Catherine McGoveran was a
recipient of the 2015 CLA Emerging
Leader Award. Congratulations to all.

awarded the Reverend T. Melville
Bailey Heritage Award, in recognition
of her accomplishments in perpetuating
Hamilton’s history and heritage
Peter Pearce Hallsworth died on
April 24, 2015, in Sudbury, ON, at
age 85. He was the chief librarian
at the Sudbury Public Library.
Elinor Marion Kelly died on April
16, 2015, in Toronto, at age 101. She
was a graduate of Victoria University,
Toronto, and a children’s librarian
at the Toronto Public Library.
Joan (Langstaff ) Kerrigan died on
July 7, 2015, at age 87. She was the
library consultant (secondary panel)
for the Toronto District School Board
for many years. Her passion for books,
politics, and the arts made her a
valuable promoter of school libraries.
Elizabeth Jane Ketchum died on May
5, 2015, in Toronto, at age 86. She was
a librarian at the NFB, Ottawa, at the
London (ON) and North York Public
libraries, in Nairobi, Kenya, and at Canada
House, London, UK. Liz was a longtime
active member of ELA. She will be missed.

Joanne Carolyn Lecky died on July
2, 2015, in Victoria, BC, at age 42.
She held a BA from the University
of Victoria and an MLIS from the
University of British Columbia. She
went on to a fulfilling career as director
of e-technology, library research, and
information services at McCarthy Tetrault.
Denys Munger died on April 14, at
age 77. He studied library science at
l’Université d’Ottawa in 1961. He
practised the profession at the Seminaire
de Saint -Jean, at Ministere des richesses
naturelles, in Quebec, and at the Service des
bibliothèques publiques in the Ministère
des affaires culturelles du Quebec.
Donald A. Rahrick, one of British
Columbia’s better known teacherlibrarians, died on April 24, 2015. He
worked as a teacher-librarian in Victoria.
Vera Mary Sobieniack died on June
15, 2015, in North Vancouver, at age
90. Vera taught at Huron Street Public
School in Toronto for her entire career,
first as a teacher and then as a librarian.
She was respected for instilling in her
students a love of reading and learning.

Milestones
Obituaries
Margaret Edna Anderson died on
March 4, 2015, in Toronto, at age 78.
She held an MA in Islamic studies from
McGill University (1965) and a PhD
in library science from Case Reserve
University (1978). She was an emeritus
professor of library and information
science at the University of Toronto. She
taught English as a Foreign Language
at the University of Tunis (1961-63).
Sister Charlotte (Mary Theresa) Bergin
died in Toronto, at age 98. She taught at a
number of Catholic schools, and became
a librarian and catechist in Vancouver.
Elizabeth Madeline Bream died on
April 16, 2015, in Toronto, at age 78. She
had a long career as a teacher-librarian at
the Scarborough Board of Education.
Kathleen Greenfield died in Hamilton,
in 2015. She was a librarian and an
archivist in the Hamilton Public Library
for 35 years. She became head of special
collections and wrote Hamilton Public
Library 1889-1963. In 2014 she was
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Andrea Dee Tufts died in Toronto, at
age 56. Andrea was a graduate of the
University of Guelph and Dalhousie, and
held positions as teacher-librarian at the
Royal Ontario Museum, and at Bishop
Strachan and Rose Park schools in Toronto.

Appointments & Awards
Dr. Anna Altmann, interim chair at
the School of Library and Information
Studies at University of Alberta, has
retired, for the second time, effective June
30, 2015, after a two-year appointment.
She retired officially from the School
in 2007, after a distinguished career
culminating in a five-year term as chair.
Lorraine Busby will finish her second
appointment at University Library at
Memorial University of Newfoundland
(MUN) on December 21, 2015. She
will continue to stay on at MUN in a
different position, related to research.
Carol Cooley was appointed director of
libraries and CEO of the Saskatoon Public
Library (SPL) on June 1, 2015, having
previously served as manager of adult and
information services at SPL, and as branch
head at Cliff Wright Library. Earlier
appointments were director of the Fort
McMurray Library in Alberta, and The
Blue Mountains Public Library in Ontario.
Cathy Cotter is currently serving as the
interim head law librarian at the University
of New Brunswick Libraries (Fredericton).
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Scott Goodine, archivist of Manitoba,
has been appointed acting legislative
librarian for the Province of Manitoba.
Laurelle LeVert, associate vice-president
for the University of New Brunswick
(Saint John) has been appointed acting
director of the library and IT while their
organizational structures are reviewed.
Debbie MacInnis, head of circulation
at the Cape Breton University Library,
retired after 40 years of service.
Pilar Martinez was appointed CEO of the
Edmonton Public Library (EPL) effective
July 4, 2015. Under her leadership, EPL
became the first Canadian library to win
the 2014 Library Journal/Gale Cengage
Learning Library of the Year. She has
served as president of the CLA and the
Library Association of Alberta. In 2012 she
received the CLA/Ken Haycock Award for
Promoting Librarianship, in recognition
of exceptional success in enhancing the
public appreciation of librarianship.
Janet Moss retired as the head law
librarian at the University of New
Brunswick Libraries (Fredericton).
Margaret Murphy, longtime legislative
librarian at the Nova Scotia Legislative
Library was honoured at a retirement
celebration on June 10, 2015.
Terry Paris, who retired after 42
years from the Mount St. Vincent
University (MSVU) Library in Halifax,
was awarded librarian emeritus
status by the MSVU senate.
Dr. Toni Samek has been appointed chair
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of the School of Library and Information
Studies at the University of Alberta
for a five-year term, commencing July
1, 2015. She is a globally recognized
as well as an award-winning teacher
(Library Journal Teaching Award,
2007; Faculty of Education Graduate
Teaching Award, 2009; and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison School
of Library and Information Studies
Distinguished Alumna Award, 2013).
Merle Steeves has been appointed the
head of cataloguing at the University of
New Brunswick Libraries (Fredericton).
John Tesky, retired director of the
University of New Brunswick Libraries,
was presented with this year’s APLA
Merit Award for his outstanding
leadership and contribution to library
services in the Atlantic region.
Keith Walker retired on June 20, 2015,
as director of library services at Medicine
Hat College after 30 years of service.
He was manager of academic services,
managing six departments for eight years.
He has been involved in many library
associations both Canadian and Albertan.
He has received the CLA Innovation
Award, Outstanding College Librarian
Award, Medicine Hat College Employee
of the Year Award, and the University
of Alberta Honorary Alumni Award.
Barbara Wheeler retired as head of
cataloguing at the University of New
Brunswick Libraries (Fredericton).

ELAN Indexing
ELAN is indexed in two parts. One
index covers the years 1987 to 1999,
issues No. 1-26, and the second covers
the years 2000 to 2009, issues No. 2746. (An index for subsequent issues is
planned.) To access the indexes, go to:
http://exlibris.ca/doku.
php?id=elan:newsletter_list.
Ex Libris Association acknowledges
with thanks the support of the Ontario Library Association, the Canadian Library Association, University
of Toronto Faculty of Information,
and the Library Services Centre.

