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Ex Libris Presents…
By Suzette Giles

R

ecent issues of the Ex Libris
Association Newsletter
(ELAN) have featured articles
highlighting librarians who have had
libraries named after them. This series
puts a personal face to names that have
often become just part of common
parlance in a community; it has outlined
the wide range of achievements of these
individuals at the local level, and often
at the provincial and national levels,
while providing further detail about
the individual’s life and career. As a
way of recognizing and sharing our
professional history, a number of the
columns were framed and presented
to the eponymous branches last year.
On September 22, 2015, the column
featuring Marjorie Mews (ELAN Fall
2014) was presented to the branch
by Pearce Penney, a local member of
Ex Libris Association (ELA) who

Pearce Penney (right) presents the
framed article to Allan Goodridge, Chair
of St. John’s City Library Board, and Julie
Mayo, Head of the Marjorie Mews Branch.

was the Director of Public Services in
Newfoundland and Labrador for 21
years. The article describes the career
and accomplishments of Marjorie Mews
(1902-1965) in St. John’s and elsewhere
in the province, and her contribution
to the library profession through active
involvement in a number of associations.
The presentation at the Lillian
Benham branch library, Lockeport,
NS, was made by Joanne Head, Deputy
Director of the Western Counties
Regional Library, on November 25,
2015. Born in Lockeport in 1922,
Lillian Benham (ELAN Spring 2014)
was a librarian in Truro and at the
Regional High School in Lockeport.
Mrs. Benham worked tirelessly to
get a branch of the public library
there on her return in 1971, as well as
being very active in other community
endeavours until her death in 2001.

Heather Suttle (library clerk) on the
left, Bettylou Benham (Lillian Benham’s
daughter) centre, and MaryAnne Turner
(previous long-term library clerk) on the
right accepting the framed article.
Photo credit: Joanne Head, Deputy Director, Western
Counties Regional Library

Photo credit: Kristina Walters, Marjorie Mews Library

SAVE THIS DATE!

continued on page 2

The Ex Libris Association Annual Conference and AGM will
be held on November 7, 2016, at the Toronto Public Library
Northern District Branch. Sessions include a presentation on Little
Free Libraries and the Arthur Ellis Award. It should be fun.
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Also in November, the columns
featuring two of the branches of the
Toronto Public Library were presented
by Elizabeth Ridler, President of ELA,
and Suzette Giles, a board member.
Maria A. Shchuka (ELAN Fall
2013) was Head Librarian of the
main Borough of York library
from 1979 until her death in 1996.

Ewa Piatkowski, Manager, Maria A.
Shchuka District Library, and Clair
Argyropoulos, Senior Branch Head, accept
the framed article in the branch atrium.
Photo credit: Toronto Public Library

During this period she initiated
innovative library programs, expanded
collections, oversaw the introduction
of a computer cataloguing system,
and had an exceptionally warm and
supportive relationship with staff
and patrons. After her unexpected
death, the staff recommended that
the branch be named after her.
The Evelyn Gregory column
(ELAN Fall 2013) was
presented a few days later.
Evelyn Gregory’s career and
accomplishments as Librarian of York
Township (later Borough of York) from
1945 to 1969 are described, as well as
her involvement in the Metropolitan
Toronto library community and
professional associations, including
the Ontario Library Association.
The issues of ELAN with the
original columns can be found
online at the Association’s website:

Acting Branch Head of Evelyn Gregory
Library, Richard Austerberry, accepts the
framed article.
Photo credit: Toronto Public Library

http://exlibris.ca/doku.
php?id=elan:newsletter_list. n
If you would like to recommend a
library to be featured in this column,
please email: Frances.DavidsonArnott@senecaretirees.ca.

President’s Report
By Elizabeth Ridler

I

am pleased to be
writing my first
report for ELAN
as your new President.
This issue highlights
several matters we
are involved in as an
organization. At our Annual General
Meeting in November 2015, Shelagh
Paterson, Executive Director of the
Ontario Library Association, discussed
the dissolution of the Canadian Library
Association, and its replacement by
a federation of library associations in
Canada (see Shelagh’s article on page
9). ELA will consider joining, but we
need board consensus and information
about the cost before making the
decision. I am hoping to get clarity
about where we will announce and
present the annual W.K. Lamb Award,
since the CLA conference has been
the venue for the presentation in the
past and the CLA has been involved
in choosing the winner. In this issue,
Stan Skrzeszewski has an article about
the runners-up from the previous
competition (page 13). Ex Libris

continues in its advocacy mission.
Also at the AGM, members of
the Ontario Genealogical Society
expressed concern about the closure
of the Canadiana Collection and
other genealogical collections at
the North York Central Library
(NYCL), and their move to the
Toronto Reference Library in 2016
without sufficient consultation with
the owners of the special collections.
Vickery Bowles, City Librarian for
the Toronto Public Library (TPL),
responded to a letter of concern from
Ex Libris with an explanation about
the planned renovation of the NYCL
and the TPL’s ongoing dialogue
with the genealogical societies.
Barbara Kaye’s article in this issue
(page 3) describes our 2015 Annual
Conference, which was very successful.
It is good to know that, after our
concerns about and advocacy for
Library and Archives Canada, there
are some good things happening
there, as outlined in the article
by Carrol Lunau (page 7).
As part of my role as President,

I was pleased to be able to participate
in the presentation of two of the
framed articles described in this issue’s
cover story by Suzette Giles. It was
lovely to see the small displays about
the librarians in each featured branch.
At the January Board Meeting,
board members expressed appreciation
to Liz and John Warrener for
efficiently organizing and manning
the exhibit tables for 10 years at the
annual meetings of the Ontario and
Canadian Library Associations, as
well as at regional meetings and the
ELA General Meeting. These exhibits
have raised funds and awareness for
Ex Libris. Agatha Barc, our newest
board member, is working with Jean
Weihs on completing the indexing of
ELAN. Treasurer Bob Henderson noted
that Ex Libris membership increased
slightly, and that our financial situation
is good. Nancy Williamson reported
that the Ex Libris database has 87
librarian biographies (goal 100).
I hope to see many of you
on November 7, 2016, at our
Annual Conference. n
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ELA 2015 Annual Conference Report
By Barbara Kaye

T

hirty-seven people attended our
2015 Annual Conference to
hear two morning presentations
on different aspects of library history,
and an afternoon talk that was very
much about present-day activities.
In the morning Agatha Barc from
the Victoria University Library at the
University of Toronto provided us with
a brief history of library education.
She focused on the emergence of
librarianship as an intellectual services
profession, highlighting the work of
three prominent librarians of the early
20th century: B. Mabel Dunham (18811957), Winifred Barnstead (1884-1974),
and Bertha Bassam (1896-1989).
The second speaker of the morning
was Lynda Moon, President of the
North Toronto Historical Society,
who retired after a long career with
the Northern District Branch of the
Toronto Public Library (situated on
Orchard View Blvd.). Her talk was on
“Orchardviewers” and the history of
North Toronto. After ascertaining that
more than 20 percent of the population
served by the branch was over the age
of 65, she developed a keen interest in
age-friendly cities, and by the time she
retired she’d developed more than 1,600

programs for Orchardviewers on topics
as diverse as music, photography, travel,
literature, architecture, and archeology.
Just before the annual business
meeting, Shelagh Paterson of the
Ontario Library Association (OLA)
provided us with an update on current
OLA activities, including initiatives to
strengthen First Nations library services
in Ontario, and an overall review of
OLA’s governance model, particularly
in light of the Canadian Library
Association proposal for a federation
of library associations in Canada.
After lunch and an opportunity to
catch up with friends, we enjoyed a
presentation by Dale Askey, Associate
University Librarian, Library and

Learning Technologies, McMaster
University. The talk was provocatively
titled, “The Internet of Things and the
End of Privacy?” Like most human
achievements and innovations, the
Internet of Things may be used for good
or ill and gives rise to some important
ethical questions, both for society at
large and for the theory and practise of
librarianship. How much do we want
the government to know about us? How
much do we want the private sector to
know? Askey outlined many applications
– ranging from home security devices
to bike-sharing systems to medical
monitors – used by insurance companies
to adjust premiums based on the state
of health and the lifestyle decisions
of the person insured. As information
professionals, we must carefully consider
what research data we want to collect,
and how to manage it. Even if we are
acting in good faith, will the data be
used benignly? Metadata may expose
a person’s identity, even if no actual
name is contained in it. In terms of
information-literacy training, how do we
teach people to use data appropriately
and effectively, and what role do we play
in teaching people to build their own
devices and to interact with them? n

By the summer of 2010, Bol and Rick
Brooks, an educator and social marketer,
had created the Little Free Libraries
movement. The original goal was to
build and surpass the 2,510 libraries
that Andrew Carnegie had built. That
goal was reached in August 2012, and
as of January 2016 there are more than
36,000 registered Free Libraries in
over 70 countries, including Canada.
My own Little Library is very
popular. Our house is on a corner, and
many people walk by. We have a large
side garden with a bench, and we love
seeing people sitting there reading a
book. I replenish and weed the Little
Library often. Almost everything gets
borrowed eventually, and neighbours
are always adding materials.

There are now approximately 12
Little Libraries that my dog and I can
easily walk to, and she has learned to sit
patiently while I peruse them all. Being
the steward of a Little Free Library is
the perfect outlet for a retired librarian!
For more information: http://
littlefreelibrary.org/history/ n

Agatha Barc and Lynda Moon

Little Free Libraries
By Judy Ginsler

M

y love affair with Little Free
Libraries began in 2012,
while I was walking my dog.
In a neighbouring front yard I noticed
a curious little book-filled wooden
house on a pole. A sign said to take a
book and return another. I borrowed
one and was instantly hooked. My own
Little Library adventure began in spring
2014, when I purchased one through
Little Libraries of Kitchener-Waterloo.
Little Free Libraries started in 2009
when Todd Bol of Hudson, Wisconsin,
built a model one-room schoolhouse to
honour his mother, a teacher who loved
reading. Bol filled it with books and
placed it on a post in his front yard. It
was so well received he soon built more
to give away, each with a Free Books sign.
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Libraries Named after Librarians
By Suzette Giles

This is the tenth in a series of articles about outstanding librarians and the libraries named after them.
Abbottsfield ‒ Penny McKee
Branch, Edmonton
In 1990 Penny McKee became the
seventh director of the Edmonton
Public Library. When she left
in 1996, there was an ambitious
Library Development Plan and the
beginning of a successful capital
fundraising campaign that totalled
more than $1.6 million by 1999.
Born in New Liskeard, Ont.,
on December 31, 1938, Penelope
Melna McKee (nee Olimer), had
an interest in libraries from an early
age, mentioning in an interview that
she had worked in the New Liskeard
library when 11 years old. In 1960 she
received a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Toronto, followed by a
BLS in 1961 and an MLS in 1980.
McKee arrived in Edmonton with
extensive experience in public libraries
in Ontario, including positions with
the North York Public Library, head
of a branch library with the City of
Toronto, the Director of Aurora Public
Library, 1980-1986, and as CEO of
Peterborough
Public Library,
1986-1990.
Active in library
organizations,
she was
President of the
Ontario Library
Association
Photo credit: Alvin Schrader for 1985-86.
Unfortunately,
this was not an auspicious time to be
appointed director. Edmonton Public
Library had been running deficits for
some years and was in debt to the city, a
reflection of the economic environment
in Alberta, with a provincial
government intent on greatly reducing
public spending, and a municipality
following suit. During the mid 1980s
the average Alberta municipality had
increased library funding by 42 percent,
while Edmonton’s increase stood at
7.2 percent. The chair of the Library
Board persuaded the city to increase

Penny McKee Branch		

the budget by 8.8 percent for 1990,
and with it came the hope of making
the director’s position more tenable.
Although the library faced ongoing
funding challenges, McKee was an
optimistic and forward-looking leader
who came with a vision of the role
the library should play in the life of
the city. The library would collect and
organize resources, co-operate with
other institutions, and aggressively
use technology. Despite a paucity of
resources in the 1980s, the library had
managed to keep up with technological
advances in library systems.
Fundraising and staff development
were top priorities. A director of
development was appointed to be a
full-time fundraiser with the hope
of increasing the annual budget.
However, the municipal environment
was not supportive, the bookmobile
was retired, and city council strongly
supported user fees, with 25 cents
per item being suggested. Petitions
appeared in library branches opposing
the suggestion. McKee was seen
as a director who would do all she
could to maintain and increase the
resources for the library, while also
protecting the interests of the users.
The group Friends of the Edmonton

Photo credit: Courtesy Edmonton Public Library

Public Library was founded in the early
1990s to advocate for more funding and
to rally political support, but in 1994
a user fee of $12 a year was instigated
with the aim of raising $1.4 million
annually. Edmonton was the last city
in Alberta to introduce such a fee.
Despite the depressing economic
outlook, by 1995 McKee had a
Library Development Plan that was
forward-looking and visionary and
included the construction of three
new branches. A capital campaign,
Foundations of Learning, was developed
and $1.6 million was eventually
raised. In 1996 the first new branch,
Lessard, opened, 14 years after the
previous one, during which time the
city population had increased by 15
percent and library use by 44 percent.
By 1996 the political and economic
environment had not improved for the
library, and it was unlikely that there
would be an increase in resources any
time soon. Indeed, it would be the
new century before many of McKee’s
initiatives would come to fruition.
McKee retired from the Edmonton
Library in December 1996.
During her time in Alberta, McKee
was also active in the wider library

continued on page 5
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community; she was chair of the
Alberta Public Library Directors
Council; was involved with the
Northern Exposure to Leadership
Institute; and was the founder, and first
president of the Edmonton Freenet.
Sadly, shortly after her retirement,
she had a reoccurrence of breast cancer,
which she had survived six years before,
and Penny McKee died on May 23,
1997. When Edmonton Public Library
opened a second new branch in the
city’s northeast, in September 1997, it
was named in her honour. Originally

located in the Abbottsfield Mall, in
October 2010 it moved a block away
into a space that more than doubled the
library’s original size and gave a more
visible frontage, facing a major road. n
Mark McHale of Edmonton Public
Library helped locate much of the
information, including providing
a link to Getting Started, by Todd
Babiak, an interesting book about
the first 100 years of the Edmonton
Public Library. Unfortunately links to
historical material were not transferred
to the new website last year.

Welcome to New
ELA Members
We’re proud to welcome the
following new ELA members:
Susan Ibbetson, Toronto, ON
Otto Sillius, Oakville, ON
Marc Truitt, Sackville, NB
Frank Winter, Vancouver, BC
Counting Opinions, Toronto, ON

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: DEFUNCT LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

Canadian Art Libraries Section (CARLIS)
By Mary F. Williamson

Ninth in a Series. Series editor: Lorne Bruce. Watch for the tenth in the series in the next issue.

I

n Canada, art and architecture
librarians are usually found in
universities, art schools, and
museums, and to a much smaller
extent in public libraries. Their
relatively small numbers and the
“tyranny of distance” cast them in a
thin line stretching across the country
and, until the late 1960s, enjoying
no formal means of communicating
with each other. In 1967 Noel Balke,
Chief Librarian of the National
Gallery of Canada, approached
CLA with the idea of creating a
provisional Art Libraries Committee.
By 1972 the committee had opted
for section status within Canadian
Special Libraries Section of CLA
(CASLIS). However, the relationship
with CLA was never satisfactory.
For art librarians, CLA conferences
were often held in locations that
offered little professional stimulation;
membership and conference fees
were a challenge; and the carefully
planned single gathering at the
annual meeting was largely attended
by generalist librarians, for whom art
topics presented a welcome diversion.
Nevertheless, while still associated
with CLA, members of CARLIS

worked with the National Library of
Canada on the monumental survey,
Fine Arts Library Resources in Canada,
2v. (1978), which for the first time
highlighted special collections in
museum and gallery libraries.
In 1969 the Art Libraries Society
(ARLIS) was founded in the United
Kingdom, and not long after ARLIS/
NA was born with a mandate that is
truly North American. While both
anglophone and francophone art
librarians in Canada enthusiastically
joined the much larger group, they
still craved a vehicle for sharing news
of primarily Canadian interest. Luckily
the CLA Art Libraries Committee
newsletter, which had been introduced
back in 1967, filled that gap.
When the CLA connection was
severed in 1989, distribution of the
newsletter was put on a subscriptiononly basis, and continued as a vital
means of communication for 33
years. In fact the CARLIS identity
evolved through 24 volumes of the
newsletter, weathering changes
of allegiance and name, irregular
publication and design changes,
and six successive editors. A leading
light in Canadian art librarianship,

Melva Dwyer, faced “retirement” by
assuming the editorship from 1987 to
the final issue in June 2000. Although
CARLIS did not prove to be a longterm organization, Canadian art
librarians have continued to gather
at the ARLIS/NA conferences.
In 2012 Toronto art librarians
welcomed ARLIS/NA delegates
from all over North America, and one
conference project that was adopted
is the digitization of the CARLIS
Newsletter. With eight to 20 pages
in each issue, the record is there
for reports of CLA and ARLIS/
NA art meetings, and the IFLA Art
Libraries Section, where Canadian
representation is significant. Regular
features included notices of periodical
articles and exhibitions, people in
the news, a necrology (of artists as
well as librarians!), awards, research
fellowships, book notices, and reviews.
Among special reports and issues were
Bibliography and Indexing (Dec.
1979/April 1980); the CARLIS
workshop on Bibliography and
Indexing (Oct.1980/Jan. 1981);
and a survey of university library
budgets for art ( July 1984). n
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Library Treasures of Britain: The London Library
By Guy Robertson

L

et there be no confusion. The
London Library is not a public
library. Nor is it one of London’s
many academic libraries, although
many of its members are academics. No
librarian would call it a special library,
although its staff and patrons regard it
as very special. And despite its extensive
special collections, nobody thinks of it as a rare book library.
Since its establishment in 1841, it has become the largest
independent lending library in the world. Past presidents
include Thomas Carlyle, Alfred, Lord Tennyson, and T.S.
Eliot; playwright Tom Stoppard holds the office today. The
library’s current buildings in St. James’s Square hold more
than one million books and periodicals on 17 miles of shelves.
“It is simply the most important library in London,”
says Sarah, a retired government archivist. “I became a
member of the library more than 40 years ago. I am one
of about 7,000 members. We pay for our memberships,
and none of us complains about the fees. It is an
honour to belong to such an important institution.”
But what about the British Library? Is it not even more
important? Sarah sniffs at the suggestion. “The British
Library has its purposes,” she says. “It is one of the world’s
great libraries. Its collections are magnificent. But remember
that it is not a lending library. Moreover, it is full of
students from the London School of Economics who send
text messages to each other and play computer games on
their laptops. I have seen them do this.” She sounds like
somebody who has witnessed a mass murder. “This sort
of thing does not occur in The London Library because
members are engaged in serious reading and research. I do
not doubt that there are serious readers and researchers at the
British Library, but I should say that The London Library’s
members have made their reading something more than
fodder for a thesis or another unreadable sociology paper.”
Oh.
“I do not mean to sound snobbish. I wish only to
emphasize that The London Library has a distinct raison
d’etre, and differs from other libraries in numerous ways. One
understands this when one tours the library. I urge visitors
to London to sign up online for an evening tour even before

Photo credit: Reproduced with kind permission of the London Library.

Photo credit: Reproduced with kind permission of the London Library.

they arrive in Britain. Reservations are highly recommended.”
What one sees during a tour includes the major
collections of works on history, culture, philosophy, and
social science. The library is also famous for its unusual
acquisitions, many of which are difficult to find anywhere
else. Ancient Egyptian dentistry? Of course. Traditions of
dance in Mercia? Naturally. The history of Tupperware? The
library owns the seminal volume. Let LSE students play
computer games and send text messages to each other with
reckless abandon. Meanwhile the members of The London
Library are scrutinizing the bicuspids of Ramses the Great
and thrilling to the myriad uses of plastic containers.
Members can also enjoy access to a surprising range of
special collections. The Atlas Collection comprises 200 atlases
from the 1500s to the present. One appreciates the selection
of 19th-century maps of British railways. In the Heron-Allen
Collection, one discovers 400 editions of the Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam in various languages, along with critical works
and related ephemera. There are collections of miniatures, of
literary manuscripts, and of miscellaneous British pamphlets.
Be warned: a tour of the library can be exhausting.
One must climb numerous stairs, and an elevator to
certain areas is unavailable. Moreover one is obliged
to move briskly to keep up with the guides.
“Our library is worth the effort,” says Sarah. “There is
nothing quite like it, and it refreshes visitors ‒ especially
librarians visiting from [North] America ‒ to see that
here high standards not only survive, but flourish.”
The London Library is located at 14 St. James’s Square.
The nearest Underground station is Piccadilly Circus. For
more information, consult www.londonlibrary.co.uk. n
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Library and Archives Canada Update
By Carrol Lunau

A

number of new initiatives have
been undertaken, or are being
discussed, by Library and
Archives Canada, and they indicate
that the organization is listening to its
clients and trying to reinstate some of
the valued services and programs that
were eliminated under the previous
regime. The institution has adopted
a much more co-operative and
collaborative approach, working with
stakeholders to better serve Canadians.
Interesting examples include:
The Documentary Heritage
Communities Program
This program provides funding
to ensure that Canada’s continuing
memory is documented and accessible
to current and future generations.
Incorporated and non-incorporated
non-profit associations and
organizations (including archives,
privately funded libraries, historical
societies, genealogical organizations,
professional associations and museums
with an archival component) are
eligible to receive funding. In
December, 65 projects received

funding equal to $1.5 million.
Co-operative Bibliographic Project
Over the summer, the Friends
of Library and Archives Canada
undertook a pilot project to enhance
the indexing of the database Soldiers
of the First World War: 1914-1918.
During the pilot, 700 records were
enriched by adding new index terms
for battalion, place of birth, date of
enlistment, and place of enlistment.
These additional access points will help
clients differentiate between soldiers
who have similar names, improve
searching when the user does not know
a soldier’s regimental number, and
allow researchers, local historians, and
genealogists to identify and research
all the soldiers from a specific town
or location. A full project is now
underway (a further 3,000 records
completed to date) using 12 volunteers,
including three Ex Libris members.
Cultural Programming
Library and Archives Canada is
becoming more active in presenting
cultural events and exhibitions. Recent
examples include an exhibition on

Hockey and the Great War; the
publication of a new twice-yearly
newsletter, Signatures (www.bac-lac.
gc.ca/eng/about-us/publications/
signatures/Pages/signatures.aspx);
and a Signature Series of public
interviews. The inaugural interviewee
in January was arts journalist
and author Sarah Jennings.
Collaboration
Ottawa Public Library is undertaking
a process to identify a location for a
new central public library. Recently
Library and Archives Canada and
Ottawa Public Library have been
exploring a possible partnership
whereby they would share a space.
Library and Archives Canada is seeking
space for exhibitions and programs,
and perhaps even shared genealogical
services. This would be similar in
concept to La Grande Bibliothèque in
Montreal. Discussions are preliminary,
but they are garnering interesting
speculation about what could be a
tremendous development for the two
institutions, the citizens of Ottawa, and
Canadians who visit the capital city. n

Historical Snapshots of Intellectual Freedom and Libraries in Canada –
Did You Know?
By Alvin M. Schrader

I

n a June 1978 article in the
Canadian Library Journal, Steven
Horn noted that in the 1950s the
Canadian Library Association (CLA)
was concerned about undesirable
literature and in 1958 established a
Committee on Undesirable Literature,
which morphed into the Intellectual
Freedom Committee some three
years later, in November 1961.
For many years I have been intrigued
by that remarkable snippet of Canadian
library history and whether the
library profession was for or against
undesirable literature, but filing away
Horn’s article was my only initiative
until Frances Davidson-Arnott asked
me to write about intellectual freedom
for ELAN. She mentioned there could
be a historical slant and it could be an

opinion piece rather than a research
item. I dutifully asked several ELA
colleagues if they knew anything
about that early professional focus on
undesirable literature and what seemed
like an abrupt shift in 1961 to a new
naming as intellectual freedom.
Some had not heard of it at all, Peter
McNally sent me references to check
out, which I did not have time to do,
and I am indebted to Lorne Bruce for
digging into his files to provide both
references and some context for my
curiosity about this formative period
in the CLA’s approach to intellectual
freedom. He noted that the undesirable
literature framing may have begun with
a statement in 1946 by the Provincial
Librarian in Saskatchewan, Jessie
Bothwell, which was published as “The

Problem of Controlling the Reading of
Undesirable Periodical Literature” in
the Ontario Library Review a year later.
At the same time, advocates for
freedom of expression were emerging.
At its annual meeting in 1951, the
Ontario Library Association passed
a resolution proposing that CLA
formulate a “Library Bill of Rights for
Canada” in support of the right of free
access to ideas. The American Library
Association had already developed
the first version of its “Library Bill of
Rights” in June 1939, and amended it
in 1944, 1948, 1961, 1967, and 1980.
In the early 1960s, momentum
developed for a Canadian approach.
The renamed Intellectual Freedom
Committee drafted a statement on

continued on page 8
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intellectual freedom for CLA, and at
a pre-conference workshop held in
Banff in June 1966 ‒ said to be one
of the liveliest ever ‒ Council and
membership adopted a statement
on intellectual freedom. Moreover,
a resolution directed CLA to seek
amendments to the Criminal Code
that would exempt libraries from any
provisions that might restrict or forbid
citizens from acquiring books or other
materials within the scope of the
CLA statement, “such materials to be
acquired by libraries for purposes of
research.” A year later it was agreed that
the CLA past-president would chair
the intellectual freedom committee.
Many of the phrasings in that
earlier statement were echoed in
the new version of the intellectual
freedom statement adopted by CLA
in 1974, and an ambitious program
of activities was envisaged, including
the development of guidelines for the
application of the 1974 statement.

ELAN Number 59/Spring 2016
Intriguingly, why the status of the
1966 version was not subsequently
recognized as the first version is
one of the historical threads still
to be explored. Horn does not
specifically address that matter in
his article, although he was a very
active participant in the early 1970s,
having served as a CLA councillor
1974-1977 and chaired or been a
member of the Intellectual Freedom
Committee from 1970 to 1975.
That earliest evolution in CLA’s
stance on intellectual freedom remains
to be fully documented, but judging
by Horn’s account, the association’s
ambitious efforts in the 1960s and
1970s to articulate and develop an
intellectual freedom vision were
characterized more by good intentions
than by concerted action on the part
of those tasked with implementing
CLA policies and programming plans.
I know more about events from the
mid-1980s onwards, because I served
on the Intellectual Freedom Committee

and became convenor just at the time
when the infamous Bill C-54 was
introduced in 1987 by the Mulroney
government under the leadership of
Justice Minister Ray Hnatyshyn, who
was later rewarded for this mischief
by being appointed Governor General
of Canada. This so-called antipornography legislation would have
made Canada the laughingstock of the
Western world. It was opposed by every
civil liberties, arts, literary, educational,
and library group in the country with a
commitment to free speech. I could also
note that Bill C-54 was introduced just
after the historic adoption of the most
important constitutional document
in Canadian history, the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. But
all of that for another time. n
Contributions about intellectual freedom
history and/or personal recollections
by colleagues would be welcome for
inclusion in a future article. Please
send them to aschrade@ualberta.ca.

Why I Became a Librarian
By Stan Skrzeszewski

“W

hy I became a librarian”
and “When did I
become a librarian” are
two different issues and require two
different answers, and I will try and
address both in this article. “Why I
became a librarian” is a relatively simple
issue. Back in 1969, I was finishing
my BA in English Literature and
Philosophy and was recently married.
I was part of that fortunate generation
that put education before career. I did
not see a university degree as a necessary
job strategy, but rather as a way to
begin to become a learned person. So I
happily studied literature, philosophy,
and history with no real concern for
how I was going to earn a living.
Luckily for me, my new bride, Tina,
had a good job as a teacher so we were
in no risk of immediate destitution.
However, graduation was looming
and I did feel a real need, as a married
man, to find a way to earn a living.
I thought of becoming a teacher, an
accountant, or a massage therapist ‒

many options but no clear choice. One
day I happened to pick up a pamphlet
on librarianship. It proclaimed if
you liked books you should consider
becoming a librarian. Well, I did like

“

You knew library
services were
important and it
was up to you to
convince every
community under
your jurisdiction that
the services were
important as well.
books and reading so this seemed
like an obvious choice. I also had a
friend, Mary Darte, who served on
the St. Catharines Public Library
Board. Mrs. Darte strongly encouraged
me to consider a library career. She

also introduced me to the then-chief
librarian, Les Fowlie, and he, too,
encouraged me to consider librarianship.
Since the library program at the
University of Western Ontario
accepted me, I graduated from Brock
University on about May 1, 1970, and
started at Western on May 7. With
my stereotypical and uneducated view
of librarians, I went to my first day of
class with great trepidation, fearing
that I might be the only male in the
class. That fear was unfounded as the
students were a good mix of friendly
and stimulating people. There was
one individual at library school who
helped me on my way to becoming a
librarian: Dr. William (Bill) Cameron.
For some reason he took an interest
in me, continually challenged me in
class, and gave me the opportunity to
delve into the world of rare books.
In 1971, when I graduated, there
were jobs aplenty for librarians, and
I immediately landed a job as Chief
continued on page 9
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Librarian (their first chief librarian) at
the Lincoln Public Library. So there
I was, fresh out of library school with
no experience, and all of 24 years of
age, and in charge of a library. Again,
luckily for me, the Chief Librarian in
the neighbouring town of Grimsby
was Gladys Western, a dynamo in
her town and in the library world.
Gladys said she would take me under
her wing and said if ever I didn’t
know what to do, I should just drop
in. I think that I dropped in almost
every week and, thanks to Gladys,
I developed a real commitment to
libraries and the enthusiasm to go
with it. Gladys also introduced me
to the world of library associations
as we travelled together to Ontario
Library Association conferences.

After a few years at Lincoln, and
feeling the call to go west young man,
I moved to the regional library in
Prince Albert. It was during my time
in Saskatchewan that I feel I became
a librarian. It was certainly the most
exciting time in my library life; I was
working in a system of regional libraries,
which were all run by people in their
20s or early 30s, with the benefit of
the tutelage of two senior librarians,
Frances Morrison and Ron Yeo.
In Saskatchewan, you couldn’t
help but fall under the spell of earlier
pioneering librarians, who had a
passionate commitment to deliver
library services to every community
spread out across the vastness of the
prairies. You knew library services
were important and it was up to you
to convince every community under

your jurisdiction that the services
were important as well. In the small
prairie towns librarians also met many
citizens who felt the same way. There
was an incredible level of shared
vision and so you pushed on to serve
tiny hamlets, remote communities
situated literarily at the end of the
road, isolated Indian Reserves, and
even the correctional institutes, which
introduced you to a whole new group
of library users. I clearly remember
attending a book launch at the Prince
Albert Penitentiary to witness the
launch of Don’t Steal This Book (a
collection of stories by the inmates of
the Prince Albert Penitentiary). By
the time I left Saskatchewan I could
say that I had become a librarian, and
that I had the library faith, and that
has made all the difference to me. n

Strengthening the National Voice for Canadian Libraries:
A New Federation
By Shelagh Paterson, Executive Director, Ontario Library Association

F

rom 2006 to 2008 I was a council
member of the Canadian Library
Association (CLA). I ran for
that position because I believed that
a national library association could
champion library issues, affect policy,
and strengthen libraries, and I wanted
to make a difference. I worked with
a group of dedicated people who
were representatives of the various
library sectors and committed to
strengthening libraries. It was clear,
even then, that the association had
some challenges and a dilution of
purpose. There were a number of
initiatives that had a decidedly national
focus (such as copyright, intellectual
freedom, accessibility, the library book
rate, and relationships with Library
and Archives Canada), and CLA was
stewarding these well. Other activities
were less clearly defined as crucial to
the work of a national association,
and these were often duplicated ‒ and
to an extent more effectively ‒ by
provincial or territorial associations.
At the CLA Members’ Meeting
1
2

on January 27, 2016, CLA members
voted to dissolve the association.
Sandra Singh, CLA President, posted
a letter1 to members describing the
context and next steps. Dissolving CLA
was a member decision made after
a year-long planning process with a
stakeholder group representing more
than 30 organizations. The outcome
ensured that Canada would have a new
national organization that would focus
on library value, advocacy, and policy.
This new organization, the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations/
Fédération canadienne des associations
de bibliothèques (CFLA/FCAB),
was not created to replicate the
good work going on within the 90plus other library associations and
organizations across Canada. CFLA/
FCAB will focus only on strategies
and activities that will advance library
excellence and support in Canada at
the national and international levels.
At the time of this writing (March
2016), the founding directors of the
new CFLA/FCAB are being appointed.

The directors, representative of your
multi-sector provincial, territorial, and
national organizations, are meeting
weekly, reviewing the by-laws, and
implementing the steps needed to
incorporate by spring 2016. Once the
organization is incorporated, it can start
welcoming library associations across
Canada as members. The directors are
using “Toward a Federation of Library
Associations in Canada”2 as the guide to
developing this new organization. The
intention is to start focused and lean,
and members will carefully plan how
to grow the organization over time and
as needed. We will review and develop
certain legacy CLA projects and
priorities that are also fundamental to
the purpose of CFLA/FCAB and assist
in finding a place for CLA initiatives
that need to continue elsewhere.
As the executive director of a
provincial library association, I look
forward to being part of a new national
organization that will act as a unified
voice supporting Canada’s libraries in
an informed and strategic manner. n

http://cla.ca/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-membership-on-dissolution-CLA-colleagues.pdf
http://www.accessola.org/web/OLA/Issues_Advocacy/issues/Canadian_Federation_of_Library_Associations.aspx
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Recent Central Library Development in Canada
By Barbara Clubb

Calgary’s New Central Library: Shaik Family Welcome Gallery

Vancouver Public Library

Photo credit: Calgary Public Library

Photo credit: Vancouver Public Library

Halifax Central Library

Plan for Brampton-Gore Meadows Library in Ontario

Photo credit: Adam Mørk

Photo credit: Brampton Public Library

ince 1995 there has been an explosive development of
new central libraries in Canada. To guide your travel
planning, here’s a recap of the Canadian scene with
developments categorized as new (built in the last 20 years),
significantly renovated, in the works, and on the horizon.

its first, stunning and award-winning LEED gold City
Centre Library,4 designed by Bing Thom Architects at a
cost of $26.9 million. The library, which is 82,000 sq. ft.,
is part of the transformation of downtown Surrey, and
it has been a huge hit with both staff and community.
Montreal’s La Grande Bibliothèque du Québec, designed
by Patkau Architects of Vancouver with Croft-Pelletier/
Gilles Guité of Quebec City, has been a success from day one.
Opened in 2005, the 355,000-square-foot facility integrates
art and architecture, combines municipal and provincial
collections and services, and is situated on a metro line.
Also in 2005, the town of Whitby, ON, opened its new
central library5 (architect Shore Tilbe Irwin & Partners).
This 54,000-square-foot, award-winning facility is the
anchor of the Whitby Civic Square ($19.5 million)
and has become a focal point of the community.

S

New
The newest and brightest star in the Canadian library
firmament is the LEED gold Halifax Central Library1 which
opened in 2014 ‒ a joint venture by Danish firm schmidt
hammer lassen architects2 and Halifax firm Fowler Bauld &
Mitchell Ltd. The $57-million, 120,000-square-foot facility
is a winner: it’s on CNN’s 2015 top-10 list of eye-catching
buildings; it was short-listed for the 2015 World Building of
the Year in the civics and community building category; and
it topped En Route magazine’s list of high-design libraries.3
In 2011 the rapidly growing city of Surrey, BC, opened

continued on page 11
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Plans are in the works for Regina Central Library.

Burlington, ON, Central Library

Photo credit: Regina Public Library

Photo credit: Burlington Public Library

New Central Library of Whitby, ON

Winnipeg’s Millenial Library

Photo credit: Copyright Ben Rahn / A-Frame Inc.

Photo credit: Winnipeg Public Library

…continued from page 10

Vancouver was the first of the new in
1995 with its iconic building,6 designed
by Moshe Safdie with DA Architects.
Selected by community vote, the design
echoes the Roman colosseum and
is recognizable worldwide. At a cost
of $106.8 million, this nine-storey,
349,000-square-foot facility anchors
Library Square, which includes a
21-storey office tower and a variety
of retail facilities, and led the way for
the redevelopment of the whole area.
Major Renovations
Kitchener, ON, completed a major
$40-million renovation and expansion7

of its central library to 107,000 sq.
ft. in 2014, (LGA Architectural
Partners), winning a 2015 OLA
Architectural Award.8 The project
improved the Library’s sustainability,
accessibility, technological capacity,
and flexibility for the future.
Hamilton, ON, completed a
major $7.5-million renovation and
revitalization9 to its central library
in 2010, including a first floor with
a Community Living Room that
takes advantage of natural light.
HPL Central’s transformation was
awarded OLA’s Library Architectural
and Design Transformation award
in 2012 (David Premi Architects).

Winnipeg’s central library originally
opened in 1977 and in 2005 it had
a major, award-winning $21-million
renovation and expansion,10 designed
by Patkau Architects of Vancouver.
The renamed Millennial Library
was expanded to 189,000 sq. ft.,
including a new fourth floor with
a four-storey glass south wall.
With construction starting in 2017,
Edmonton’s Stanley A. Milner central
library11 (Tkalcic Bengert Architect
with Teeple Architects of Toronto) will
undergo a dramatic facility upgrade,12
including a new building façade and
envelope renewal. This $62.5-million

continued on page 12
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project will completely transform the 244,000-square-foot library built in 1967.13
In 2005 Burlington’s central library (Teeple Architects) received
an award-winning major renovation and addition.14
In the Works
Calgary is well on its way to completing a new central library (Snøhetta
of Oslo with DIALOG of Calgary), due to be finished in late 2018. With a
$245-million price tag, the four-story facility will be 240,000 sq. ft., and can be
tracked on the library’s website,15 showing an exciting and inspiring space for
Calgarians to enjoy, complete with modern learning and gathering spaces.
In Ottawa, council has approved a new central library16 as a strategic initiative
for the 2015-2018 term. The Library board is exploring a possible and exciting
partnership with Library and Archives Canada, and Resource Planning
Group (RPG) has been engaged to prepare the functional plan for a facility
of 132,000 sq. ft. Currently one of the major challenges is site selection.
On the Planning Horizon
In the spring of 2015, the Regina library board hired DIALOG to undertake
a public engagement exercise and gather public input on the future of the central
library, and Group2 Architecture Interior Design to deliver a report outlining
the short-, medium-, and long-term strategies for maintenance, repair and
building systems replacement for Regina’s well-located but aging central library.
In the rapidly growing city of Brampton, ON, just north of Toronto, the library’s
focus has been on large, attractive branches (more than 25,000 sq. ft.); Chingacousy
branch, the largest at 48,000 sq. ft., currently functions as a central library.
However, Brampton has a new downtown central library “on the books” for 2020. n
http://halifaxcentrallibrary.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schmidt_hammer_lassen_architects)
3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halifax_Central_Library#Design_and_reception
4
http://bingthomarchitects.com/project/surrey-city-centre-library
5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitby_Public_Library#External_links
6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver_Public_Library#Central_Branch_and_Library_Square
7
http://lga-ap.com/project/libraries/kpl
8
http://www.canadianinteriors.com/interior-design/lga-architectural-partners-winsmajor-award-for-its-redesign-of-the-kitchener-main-branch-public/1003660232/
9
http://dpai.ca/project/reviving-the-heart-of-a-city-hamilton-public-library-farmers-market/
10
http://www.patkau.ca
11
http://www2.epl.ca/public-files/booklets/Make_it_Possible_re-Imagining_Milner.pdf
12
http://archatb.com/portfolio/stanley-milner-library/
13
(http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-downtownlibrary-aims-to-smash-out-of-that-concrete-box)
14
http://www.teeplearch.com/portfolio/burlington-central-public-library/
15
http://yycnewcentrallibrary.com/experience
16
http://www.ottawapubliclibraryfriends.ca/en/news/0/146/
1
2

Help us keep our email
listserv current
If you and/or someone you know
are/is not receiving our emails,
please send your new email
address to Bob Henderson at
bob.superrover@gmail.com.

Write for ELAN
The Newsletter Committee
welcomes contributions
from our members.
We are seeking articles, news items,
and ideas that you think would be
of interest to Ex Libris members
for publication in ELAN. Please
submit your articles on items of
interest to our members, including
your memoirs of early days or
important figures in librarianship,
library history, your own career, and
your current activities in the field.
We especially need contributions
to our regular feature, “Why
I Became a Librarian.”
For submission information,
see the back page.

Corrections

By Nancy Williamson

In the Fall 2015 issue of ELAN
(Number 58), the subtitle of
“British Library Treasures”
should have been “Salisbury
Cathedral and its Library”
rather than “The Wallace
Collection.” We regret this error.

here are now 87 names in the Ex Libris biography database. Recent additions
include Margaret Gill, Alan MacDonald. William Carson, Douglas Fisher,
Hart Bowsfield, and three faculty members from McGill – David Batty, Vivian
Sessions and Hans Moller. We are pushing towards 100 names. Can you help? n

The email address for Judy Ginsler
in the list that accompanied
the last issue was incorrect. It
should be j_ginsler@yahoo.com

Ex Libris Biography Project

T
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Two Wonderful Runners-Up for the 2015 W.K. Lamb Award
for Innovative Services to Seniors
By Stan Skrzeszewski

At Lethbridge Public Library: Mock election.
Photo credit: Lil Radley, Lethbridge Public Library

T

he submissions for the W.K.
Lamb Award from the
Lethbridge Public Library,
Lethbridge, AB, and the Bonnechere
Union Public Library, in Eganville, ON,
were so good that the awards committee
decided it would be appropriate to
take the unusual step of recognizing
them as runners-up ‒ and this was
in a field of 10 excellent entries.
The Lethbridge Public Library was
recognized for its Bhutanese Seniors
Conversation Program. The program is
volunteer-based and provides literacy

Lethbridge: Crafts and English
Photo credit: Lisette Cook, Lethbridge Senior Citizens
Organization

Judy Sauve, a volunteer at Bonnechere Union Public Library,
delivering books to Helen Agnew, who turned 100 in December and
still reads about five or six books in each two-week delivery period.
Photo credit: Bonnechere Public Library

services to adults, including the largest
Bhutanese population (approximately
1,000) in Canada. The program, which
started about six years ago with four
students, has grown to eight volunteer
tutors, who provide training to
between 30 and 50 students and help
the Bhutanese to learn English and
integrate into the community. The group
meets every Friday afternoon to learn
and practise English conversational
skills. The program is a partnership
between the library and Lethbridge
Family Services ‒ Immigrant Services.
Thanks to this program, the senior
newcomers have been able to participate
in community activities and contribute
to the cultural richness and diversity
of the Lethbridge community.
The Bonnechere Union Public
Library is a small public library
that delivers books to local senior
retirement residences and homes. The
Senior Outreach Program provides
regular-print and large-print books,
ebooks, audiobooks and readers to
seniors as required. The success of the
outreach program has also led to the
increased use of these collections in
the library as well. This in itself is good

and interesting, but what we found
remarkable is that one volunteer runs
the whole program. Judy Sauve selects
and delivers the books, keeps a list
of who has ordered what, researches
new books, and provides personal and
tailored service. Every two weeks, Judy
hauls more than 90 carefully selected
books and other materials to the seniors’
homes. Her success rate, based on her
knowledge of the reading habits of her
clients, is incredible with more than
70 percent of her chosen materials
being accepted. Several very strong
letters of support, which were attached
to the submission, moved the awards
committee to recognize the contribution
to library services for seniors of
volunteer-extraordinaire Judy Sauve.
These two submissions for the W.K.
Lamb Award are just an indication
of the dedication and innovation
shown by libraries across Canada
in providing services to seniors.
Having the opportunity to read and
consider 10 excellent submissions
from libraries across Canada was a
very gratifying experience and lets
us all know that libraries in this
country are indeed in good hands. n

14

ELAN Number 59/Spring 2016

Technology Unmasked: Online Library Literature
By Stan Orlov

T

echnology
has not only
changed
our service to our
clients, but also
research within our
own field. Over the
years publications
come and go, and library literature
has certainly seen a lot of change.
Using Ulrichsweb, the global serials
directory that lists almost every
periodical in existence, I identified
191 Canadian library-related journals,
newsletters, bulletins, and magazines.
For this issue, I have selected 12
journals from across the country
that cover a variety of topics and
are available online, some with print
versions still available. The journals
that started in the last 10 years are
available online only. Because they
developed digitally, they cost much
less to produce and are available and
searchable much more conveniently
than their paper counterparts.
As noted below, some of these
journals are freely available,
without charge. Some have a
membership fee; most are available
through a library or organization
with licence rights to them.

1. Argus: Les revues professionnelles

en sciences de l’information. Published
since 1971 by the Corporation of
Professional Librarians of Quebec,
it is concerned with potential
library models and changes in the
information society. Print version
available. Membership fee.

2. CAML Review. Published since
1971 by the Canadian Association
of Music Libraries, it publishes
articles, reviews, and reports
pertaining to music in Canada, music
librarianship, and music-related
topics of current interest. Print
format available for PDF download.
Online only. Freely available.
3. Canadian Journal of Academic

Librarianship. The first issue of this
brand new peer-reviewed journal

was first published in 2016 by the
Canadian Association of Professional
Academic Librarians (CAPAL). Its
particular focus is on topics that
relate to the defining features of
academic librarians and that relate to
the values articulated in its Academic
Librarianship: A Statement of Principles.
Online only. Freely available.

4. Canadian Journal of Information
and Library Science. Published since
1976 by University of Toronto
Press, this peer-reviewed journal is
dedicated to the advancement of
information and library science in
Canada by serving as a forum for
discussion of theory and research.
Print version available. Fee based.
5. Canadian Law Library Review.
Published since 1963 by Canadian
Association of Law Libraries, it offers
a number of documents and reports
related to law librarianship in Canada.
Online only since mid-2015. Fee based.
6. Documentation et Bibliothèques.
Published in French since 1955 by
the Association pour l’avancement
des sciences et des techniques de la
documentation, this peer-reviewed
journal aims to contribute to the
advancement and knowledge of
library and information sciences. Print
version available. Membership fee.
7. Evidence Based Library and
Information Practice. Published
since 2006 by the University of
Alberta, this peer-reviewed journal
provides a forum for librarians and
other information professionals to
discover research that may contribute
to decision-making in professional
practice. Online only. Freely available.
8. Faculty of Information Quarterly.
Published since 2008 by the
University of Toronto Faculty of
Information, this student-led peerreviewed journal aims to serve as
an intellectual space for the critical
assessment of the divergent topics that
comprise the study of information

and to thereby foster collective
identity among students, faculty, and
practitioners of information-related
fields. Online only. Freely available.

9. Journal of the Canadian Health
Libraries Association. Published
since 2004, this peer-reviewed
journal covers issues and interests
shared among health libraries and
health science librarians in Canada.
Online only. Freely available.
10. MSLA Journal. Published since

1968 by Manitoba School Library
Association, this peer-reviewed
journal is one of the best ways to stay
informed of the latest research and
topics in the field of school libraries
in Manitoba and worldwide. Online
and print versions. Membership fee.

11. Partnership, The Canadian Journal

of Library and Information Practice
and Research. Published since 2006
by the Partnership: Provincial and
Territorial Library Association of
Canada, this peer-reviewed journal
features in-depth articles on theory
and research and on innovations in
practice. Online only. Freely available.

12. PNLA Quarterly. The oldest journal
on our list, this peer-reviewed journal
has been published since 1936 by
Pacific Northwest Library Association,
representing librarians from Alaska,
Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho,
Montana, and Washington. It
especially encourages authors to draw
on fresh perspectives, explore future
visions, and pose wildly innovative
ideas. Online only. Current issue only
available with membership fee.
In the next issue of ELAN, we
will look at other types of libraryrelated online publications in
Canada, including newsletters,
bulletins and magazines. n
Stanislav Orlov is systems librarian
at Mount St. Vincent University in
Halifax. Please send your questions and
comments to stan.orlov@msvu.ca.
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Book Reviews

Ethics and Values in Librarianship:
A History
By Wallace Koehler
NY, Rowman & Littlefield, 2015. xv, 275p.
ISBN 978-1-4422-5426-8 (hardcover); ISBN
978-1-4422-5427-5 (ebook). $US80.
Reviewed by Peter F. McNally

T

his ambitious and provocative
book studies the origin and likely
future of libraries and librarianship.
Although neither a historian nor a
philosopher, Wallace Koehler, Professor
Emeritus, Library and Information
Science Program, Valdosta State
University, in Georgia, U.S., has
produced a work that is both a historical
study and a philosophical tract. The
book’s purpose is to focus on library
practice and the writings of library scholars and
commentators across time and cultures for these reasons:
• To determine if there is “an essential quality, a wisdom,
a savoir-faire, that is universal, that transcends time
and civilization, and that defines the librarians’ craft.”
• “…to chart the evolution of ethical practice
in the information professions…” (p. 18)
Over the course of 11 chapters he examines the history
and “principles of practice and ethics,” for: stewardship,
service, classification, public libraries, intellectual
freedom, intellectual property, and professionalism
and training. A penultimate chapter considers
current social and technological developments.
For his historical analysis, Koehler relies upon
important contemporary and secondary sources, which
he uses effectively. As for library ethics, he relies upon
a range of 20th-century sources, including post-1970
information ethics writers. In the end, however, S. R.
Ranganathan and his Five Laws of Library Science
provide the governing framework for the ethical analysis.
Koehler’s concludes that changes in social and
technological conditions determine library ethics,
despite underlying continuities in library practice.
In his opinion, commodification of information and
erosion of the public sphere are the major threats
to the future of libraries and librarianship.
This is a readable and interesting book with
important messages and exhaustive footnoting. Anyone
interested in the history and future of librarianship,
particularly its ethics and values, will need to read
this book. Some redundancies in the text should have
been caught by editors. The index is disappointing.

Aboriginal and Visible Minority Librarians:
Oral Histories from Canada
Edited by Deborah Lee and Mahalakshmi Kumaran
Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield,
2014, 231 p., 9781442236813 (pbk.), US$72;
9781442236820 (ebook) US$73
Reviewed by Paula de Ronde

R

acism, lack of opportunity, flawed
recruitment policies or none at all, lack
of financial support, lack of educational
opportunities, discrimination in many
forms, stereotyping, lack of mentors,
being always the other or outsider,
loneliness, denial of expertise. These are
some of the issues experienced and raised
by the 18 contributors in this work.
However, disabuse yourself that this is a strident, angry,
or bellicose litany of wrongs. Rather, this collection of
thoughtful, personal narratives of 18 career librarians
presents a clear overview of the challenges the aboriginal
and visible minority librarian faces. They share their love of
their chosen profession and are more interested in evolution
than revolution, which gives impact to their narratives.
The contributors work in a variety of libraries, not just type
of library ‒ special, public, college ‒ but also ones ranging
from a “library of five shelves with outdated books,” to
Toronto Public Library, “archive officer in the Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons,” and in the
Netherlands as a reference librarian for the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission ‒ and everything in between.
Library Associations play a major role for these librarians.
The creation of the Visible Minority Librarians of Canada
Network (ViMLoC) was a haven ‒ a networking organization
to exchange ideas, to articulate the challenges, to suggest
solutions, to advocate for inclusion, and to promote the
great added value that comes to the library and communities
by having a plurality of experiences within the staff.
Editors Deborah Lee and Mahalakshmi Kumaran are
founding members of ViMLoC Network and must be
commended for their foresight and dedication. They are
among the 18 who shared experiences in this book. All
look toward the future with a great deal of hope and a
willingness to be a part of in the solution to the issues. n

Books of Interest to Members

ELAN welcomes news about books by ELA
members. Send a brief description or an advertising
brochure to: jean.weihs@gmail.com.

Toronto Library Tour

A tour of Ryerson’s new library is being planned
for May 2016. For information, please contact
Doreen London at: doreenlondon@rogers.com.
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For Your Reading Pleasure:
Three Books of Special Interest to Librarians
By Shirley Lewis

The Storied Life of
A.J. Fikry
By Gabrielle Zevin.
Algonquin Books,
2014. $12.95.
This is a very
clever novel
about an almostpenniless widowed
bookseller named
A.J. Fikry. His leisurely courtship of
Amelia, a publisher’s rep who calls
on him infrequently, leads the reader
into the splendid world of books
worth reading. This book will be
especially appealing to bibliophiles.

In the Stacks, Short
Stories About Libraries
and Librarians
Compiled by
Michael Cart.
Overlook Press,
2003. $14.95.
This book was
mostly overlooked
when it came out in 2003. Alice
Munro and Ray Bradbury are but
two well-known authors whose
short stories focus on libraries and
librarians. It’s a mixed bag, but fun
to read and see how authors treat our
profession and our professionals.

The Killing of Olga Klimt:
An Antonia Darcy and
Major Payne Mystery
By R. T. Raichev
The History Press,
2014. $17.95.
Librarian Antonia Darcy
encounters as many
mysteries in her little English village
as Jessica Fletcher seemed to at Cabot
Cove. This is the ninth in the series, and
it’s fun to read about a librarian sleuth.
In this story, Antonia is accompanying
her grandson to his first day of school
when the excitement starts. This series
is cumulative, so it might be good to
start with The Hunt for Sophia Dufrette
and work up the list. Light reading. n

Victoria. They have released a list
of The Top 10 Titles You Have Not
Read Yet But Should This Summer:
1. A Dance to the Music of Time,
by Anthony Powell (12
volumes, 1951-1975)
2. The Bottle Factory Outing, by
Beryl Bainbridge (1974)
3. Riceyman Steps, by Arnold
Bennett (1923)
4. The Bad Quarto, by Jill
Paton Walsh (2007)
5. The Happy Hypocrite, by
Max Beerbohm (1897)
6. Something in Disguise, by
Elizabeth Jane Howard (1969)
7. At Swim-Two-Birds, by
Flann O’Brien (1939)
8. Because I Was Flesh: The
Autobiography of Edward Dahlberg,
by Edward Dahlberg (1959)
9. Rogue Male, by Geoffrey
Household (1939)
10. Each Man’s Son, by Hugh
MacLennan (1951)
11. Period Piece: A Cambridge Childhood,
by Gwen Raverat (1952)
12. Orley Farm, by Anthony
Trollope (1862)

There are 12 titles on what should
have been a list of 10, but one of
the librarians insisted that no such
list should fail to include a novel by
Trollope, and the lawyer made a strong
case that Gwen Raverat was too good to
miss. He ordered more wine, which led
to unanimous agreement that the list
should stand in its mis-numbered form.
Next year the group will reconvene
at the same venue to compile a list
entitled The Dirty Dozen, which will
contain 14 titles that have fallen into
obscurity but deserve to be reprinted
and widely distributed. There is much to
be said for the Spinnakers wine list. n

“And the winner is...”
By Guy Robertson

R

ecently the Vancouver Public
Library released its list of the Top
10 Most Checked-Out Fiction of 2015:
1. All the Light We Cannot See,
by Anthony Doerr (2015)
2. As the Chimney Sweepers Come to
Dust, by C. Alan Bradley (2015)
3. Gone Girl, by Gillian Flynn (2012)
4. Life After Life, by Kate
Atkinson (2013)
5. Sandman, by Lars Kepler (2014)
6. Tale for the Time Being, by
Ruth Ozeki (2013)
7. Bones Never Lie, by Kathy
Reichs (2014)
8. The Luminaries, by Eleanor
Catton (2013)
9. Ru, by Kim Thuy (2012)
10. Crazy Rich Asians, by
Kevin Kwan (2013)
Some days thereafter, a group
comprising five retired librarians, one
semi-retired archivist, a bookseller, her
husband (who “refuses to surrender
to the indignities of senescence”
and continues to practice law),
and a publisher’s agent met for
dinner at Spinnakers Brew Pub in

Donate to Ex Libris
Would you like us to extend our
programming? A donation or
bequest to Ex Libris helps us
broaden and increase our activities.
All donations are tax deductible.
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British Columbia
News

By Guy Robertson

In November 2015,
the Vancouver Public
Library started
offering its new online
movie streaming
service, which will bring to patrons’
computer screens classics from the
Criterion Collection including
Ingmar Bergman’s The Seventh
Seal and Charlie Chaplin’s Modern
Times. Aside from these, hundreds
of titles are available, and the service
will expand as DVDs become
obsolete over the next decade.
The University of Victoria
announced in December 2015 that
the Sitka Foundation has awarded a
grant of $30,000 to UVic Libraries
for the digitization of the Ian
McTaggart Cowan Collection, which
includes the naturalist’s journals,
photographs, and CBC footage. The
online resource will attract scientists,
teachers, and students interested
in BC’s wildlife and ecology.
The International Federation of
Library Associations announced in
February 2016, that the Vancouver
Public Library had won first place in
the 13th IFLA Biblibre International
Library Marketing Awards. VPL’s
Inspiration Lab Launch Campaign
has caught the attention of library
marketing specialists worldwide. The
use of the Inspiration Lab continues
to grow along with its reputation.
Libraries in China and Australia
won second and third places.
The University of British Columbia
has released the shortlist for the
2016 Basil Stuart-Stubbs Prize
for Outstanding Scholarly Book
on British Columbia. The shortlist
includes: Lisa Pasolli’s Working
Mothers and the Child Care Dilemma:
A History of British Columbia’s Social
Policy; John Thistle’s Resettling
the Range: Animals, Ecologies, and
Human Communities in British
Columbia; and Maria Tippett’s Made
in British Columbia: Eight Ways of
Making Culture. The winner will
be announced later this year.

Prairies News

By Alvin M. Schrader

The Saskatoon
Public Library helped
forest-fire evacuees stay
connected to their home
communities while they
were staying in the city
temporarily. They received a library card
so they could check out materials and
use the computers and the Internet.
The Multitype Library Board
of Saskatchewan has launched
the Saskatchewan eBooks Initiative,
aimed at increasing the selection
of Saskatchewan ebook titles
available to Saskatchewan residents.
Saskatchewan authors are invited to
submit their books to digitize and
share with Saskatchewan residents
through library e-collections.
The Calgary Public Library
Foundation has launched the IdeaLab,
an innovative hands-on centre that
will provide access to cutting-edge
technology and nurture a passion
for STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Design, and
Math) education and careers. The
plan is to build the IdeaLab within
Calgary’s New Central Library, which
is set to open in 2018, and to create
a how-to guide for developing and
implementing an IdeaLab and share
it with libraries across the globe.
Donations to fund the project can be
made at http://www.libraryidealab.ca/.
In the fall of 2015, Edmonton Public
Library (EPL) was the first Canadian
host of the International Board on
Books for Young People (IBBY ) Silent
Books Exhibit, a display showcasing
more than 100 renowned wordless
(silent) picture books from 23 countries
that can be understood by children and
adults from diverse cultures, speaking
diverse languages. The international
exhibit supports the creation of
a library for the Italian island of
Lampedusa, where waves of refugees
from Africa and the Middle East arrive.
EPL was one of 11 winners of
Library Journal’s “New Landmark
Libraries 2015,” which honours public
libraries completed between 2010 and
2014 (the previous public competition
in 2011 covered libraries up to 2009,
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and in 2012 academic libraries were
recognized). Selected from more than
80 entries, EPL was honoured for its
Jasper Place Branch, opened in 2013
and designed by HCMA Architecture
+ Design. For more information, see
the September 15th issues of Library
Journal and Library By Design!
The Manitoba Library Association
Prison Libraries Committee,
inaugurated in 2012, has grown
to some 35 volunteers who run
library programs in three Manitoba
prisons. The volunteers also process
thousands of donated books for these
libraries, speak to Canadians about
the importance of prison libraries,
and bring in authors and writers to
share stories and readings. For more
information go to http://mla.mb/ca/
content/prison-libraries-committee.
The Manitoba Library Association,
marking its 80th year in 2016, is
exploring models to reposition itself as
a more unified voice for library sectors
across the province. Currently there
are six independent associations and
a consortia. A new Working Group,
including the Public Library Services
Branch in the Manitoba government,
was struck in spring 2015 to develop a
model for amalgamating into a single
provincial association, tentatively
called the “One Manitoba Library
Association.” A draft framework for the
umbrella association was distributed in
October 2015 for review and feedback.
The Archives of Manitoba and the
Manitoba Legislative Library are
commemorating the 100th anniversary
of women’s suffrage in Manitoba with
an open house where original records
from the archives and publications
from the Legislative Library will be on
display. On January 28, 1916, Manitoba
became the first province in Canada
to grant some women the right to vote
in provincial elections. The records on
display include petitions, newspapers,
and correspondence that document the
campaign for women’s suffrage, as well
as the original signed legislation. The
Archives of Manitoba also has a weekly
blog on its website that features records
relevant to the campaign for women’s
suffrage in Manitoba, and there is also
www.twitter.com/MBGovArchives.
The Winnipeg Public Library
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has been awarded the 2015
Manitoba Library Innovation of
the Year Award for its “Integration
of Makerspace Philosophy in
Programming and Service Delivery.”

Ontario News

By Vivienne James

The Toronto Public
Library and the Toronto
Star launched their
annual short story
contest in January. This
contest is considered to be the largest
in Canada and one of North America’s
most lucrative contests. Winners will
be announced in April, and their
stories will be published in the Star.
TPL always attempts to include
books representative of Toronto’s
diverse community, so it welcomed
the recently announced plans from
major publisher Simon and Schuster
for Salaam Reads, a children’s
imprint focusing on Muslim stories
and characters. In celebration of
Shakespeare400, a worldwide event,
the library is offering an impressive
range of free programs in 2016,
including talks, performances, and
movies at many of their branches.
Three public talks at the Bram and
Bluma Appel Salon are hosted by Dr.
Jane Freeman in partnership with
Stratford Shakespeare Festival.
Newmarket Public Library is
becoming part of the Maker Movement
by introducing new technology to
community members and encouraging
them to create their own objects.
The Library is developing a space
called Maker Hub, which, when
fully operational, will include a 3-D
printer, a digital vinyl cutter, and a
Mac workstation with a microphone
for digital media editing. For more
information visit: www.newmarketpl.ca.
Ottawa Public Library reopened
its Imagine Space in January
after undergoing expansion and
improvements. The popular makerspace,
located at the Nepean Centrepointe
branch, was established in collaboration
with the U.S. Embassy in 2014 and is a
creation and collaboration hub offering
technologies and tools that allow

customers to experiment and create in
a social setting. Makerspaces are built
on the premise that knowledge and
learning are often better transmitted
via sharing, collective problem-solving,
and task performance. Cutting-edge
equipment in the Imagine Space
includes 3-D printing and modelling;
laser cutting; photo, video and audio
editing; green screen and video
gear; hand tools and electronics;
and a wall-to-wall whiteboard.
Guelph Public Library contests,
“It’s ALL Write: Teen Short Story”
and “Design a Book Cover” run until
April 16. Teens in Grades 7 through
12 can enter by writing a short story
on any topic in 1,500 words or less,
or designing a book cover. Winners
receive a gift certificate as well as
having their work included in the
May issue of Etch Anthology.
Kitchener Public Library is the first
Canadian library to offer WiFi hotspot
devices to its members, who can use
their library card to borrow one of these
devices for up to three weeks. Available
free to anyone 18 and older with a
KPL card, the devices offer unlimited
data and work anywhere in Canada
where there is Rogers cell coverage.
KPL’s 2016 writer-in-residence is
Kelley Armstrong, New York Times
and Globe & Mail best-selling author.
The drastic decline in the value of
the Canadian dollar has dramatically
affected the purchasing power of
Western University Library, resulting
in a freeze on new serials subscriptions
and fewer book purchases. However,
the cancellations of serials subscriptions
have been made in a way that would
have the least impact on faculty and
students. Purchase restrictions will
continue into the fiscal year 2016/2017
as Western Libraries adapt to the new
budget reality which, I imagine, is a
reality for all Canadian libraries.
Congratulations to Mandissa Arlain,
a librarian at Ryerson University
Library and Archives who is the
recent recipient of a Viola Desmond
Day Award, which celebrates the
achievements of strong Black women
from Ryerson University and the
greater Toronto area. Now in its
eighth year, the awards ceremony helps
raise awareness of Viola Desmond’s

contributions to the civil rights
movement in Canada, and to the
diverse and little-known stories of past
and present women of African descent.

Quebec News

By Pierre Guilmette and
Peter F. McNally

Bibliothèque et
Archives nationales
du Québec (BAnQ)
is celebrating its 10th
anniversary in several
ways. First, it is
developing a platform
that will bring together
its digital offering
in one user-friendly
and easily accessible
site. Second, it is staging a virtual
exhibition of 10 major libraries.
The Library at Night ‒ designed by
Robert Lepage, and inspired by
Alberto Manguel ‒ explores the
philosophical, architectural, and social
foundations on which all libraries rest.
Let There Be Light, Fiat Lux,
McGill Library and Archives in the 21st
century/Que la lumiere soit, fiat lux, La
Bibliothèque et les Archives de McGill au
XXIe siècle is a beautifully illustrated
study – published in English and
French versions ‒ that re-imagines
how the McGill University Library
can match McGill’s 21st-century
needs. An estimated $169 million
will be required to fulfill the study’s
recommendations. The studies are
available on the Library’s website.
On March 9, the McGill Library
held a one-day symposium ‒
Celebrating Voltaire/Célébrer Voltaire.
Among the speakers was the American
cultural historian Robert Darnton. The
Library has a major strength in 18thcentury studies, including Voltaire.
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce Cultural
Centre opened on February 9 in
Montreal. The Centre’s Benny Library,
currently housing 130,000 items, aims
to have collections that will be 55
percent French and 45 percent English.
In October 2015 Quebec City’s
library system opened la Maison de
la littérature in the old Canadian
Institute of Quebec building. The
neo-Gothic building, built in 1848,
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was originally a church housing the
Wesley temple. The Institute moved
there in 1940 and was the foundation
of the Quebec public library system.
Although the outside of the building
was preserved, the interior was
completely renovated and modernized.
La Maison de la littérature, which
offers a variety of cultural activities,
specializes in Quebec literature and
plans to offer its readers a collection
of 20,000 to 25,000 volumes. From
its opening until the end of 2015, it
welcomed nearly 44,000 visitors.
Due to budget cuts by the Quebec
government, the ministère de la Santé
et des Services sociaux (Ministry of
Health and Social Services) closed its
library last September. The ministry’s
collection had 30,000 books and 400
periodicals. It is now located outside
the ministry at the l’Institut de
réadaptation en déficience physique de
Québec. The government of Quebec
maintains reference services at La
Bibliothèque Cécile-Rouleau, a
government library in Quebec City that
offers services to various departments
of the provincial government. Other
ministries have closed their information
centres: Régie des rentes, Société de
l’assurance automobile, Tourisme,
Environnement, Développement
économique, Affaires municipales,
and Éducation. Last November,
the library of Emploi-Québec, in
Montreal, ceased its activities. The
Quebec government chose to reduce
the number of specialized libraries
and to centralize all library services
in one administrative library.
Montreal’s Saint-Sulpice Library
was housed in a building built between
1912 and 1914. It fulfilled an important
role in the world of public libraries,
and from 1968 to 2005 it housed la
Bibliothèque nationale du Québec,
until la Grande Bibliothèque was
built in 2005. After trying to sell
the Saint-Sulpice Library building,
the Quebec government accepted a
proposal from the city of Montreal to
use it as a library for adolescents and
an innovative space equipped with
computers, which will provide a creative
community space to all: contractors,
students, artists, etc. The new space for
youth and an innovation laboratory

will be under the responsibility of
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales
du Québec. This project will probably
be completed in time for the 375th
anniversary of Montreal in 2017.

Maritimes News

By Tanja Harrison

Libraries across
the Maritimes have
been busy welcoming
Syrian refugees to our
various communities.
Public libraries began
developing promotional materials
in Arabic and many offer language
support programs with software
subscriptions to products such as
Rosetta Stone, Rocket Languages,
and Mango Languages. The New
Brunswick Public Library Service and
local New Brunswick communities took
part in initiatives such as the nationwide #25000tuques campaign, knitting
hats to offer a warm winter welcome
for newcomers to Canada. Novanet
Libraries served as drop-off locations
for knitted donations and Cape Breton
University, St. Francis Xavier, and
Mount St. Vincent University libraries
hosted drop-in knitting events.
Nova Scotia’s New Waterford
Public Library is slated to be part
of a $700,000 renovation funded
by multiple partners, including the
Cape Breton Regional Municipality.
The library branch will be part of the
New Waterford Urban Centre, which
will also house the New Waterford
Seniors and Pensioners Club, and
New Waterford Homecare.
The Summerside Rotary Library
in Prince Edward Island is also slated
for positive changes, with a plan
to double its size and move to the
future Rotary Regional Community
Learning Centre. The $1.5-million
centre will be funded by the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency and
the Rotary Club of Summerside.
If you’ve followed IslandArchives.
ca news in this column, an interesting
new installment from the University
of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) is
BookLives.ca, which launched its
website in October 2015. This unique

online repository aims to showcase
books from the collection of the UPEI
Robertson Library and share stories
behind the provenance of the titles
revealing “the lives they intersect.”
A partnership has been forged
between Dalhousie University and
Library and Archives Canada (LACBAC) to collaborate on promotion of
Canadian documentary heritage. In
October 2015, Dr. Guy Berthiaume,
Librarian and Archivist of Canada,
and Dr. Richard Florizone, President
of Dalhousie, signed the agreement.
“It is crucial for the Library and
Archives Canada to build enhanced
relationships with respected, likeminded institutions across the country,”
said Dr. Berthiaume. Future activities
will include students who are enrolled
in Dalhousie’s MLIS program taking
part in LAC work placements and
facility tours, as well as knowledge
exchanges between the two institutions
through training and workshops.
Join us in Halifax for the Atlantic
Provinces Library Association
Conference to be held May 29 to
June 1, 2016. Mark your calendars also
for the International Association
of University Libraries (IATUL)
37th Annual Conference, “Library
Leadership in a Sea of Change,” held
June 5 to 9, 2016. This is only the
second time the IATUL conference
has come to Canada, and the planning
committee promises to impress.
Registration includes sessions,
receptions, dining on the waterfront,
tours of the new Halifax Central
Library, day tour excursions, and a
gala dinner at Pier 21 complete with
Nova Scotian entertainment. Mingle
with delegates from around the world.
For more information, visit www.
dal.ca/sites/iatul/program.html.

Newfoundland &
Labrador News
By Dick Ellis

Funding for libraries
in the province of
Newfoundland and
Labrador is highly
centralized, the province
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having a single province-wide system of
public libraries and a single university.
Unlike those provinces in which
funding for public libraries involves
municipal or regional components and
is thus subject to a variety of funding
decisions, the financial health of the
public libraries is directly controlled by
the provincial government. The newly
elected provincial government (Liberal)
has discovered, mirabile dictu, that the
coffers are empty, now that the price
of oil has taken a hit ‒ oil royalties in
recent years being about 30 percent of
government revenues. All hands are
waiting for the next shoe to drop.
The situation at Memorial
University is not different. As Ron
Hynes and Murray McLaughlin wrote:
“No change in the weather, no change
in me.” Memorial is in the process of
selecting a University Librarian, but
there is nothing to report at this time.

News from Canadian
Library/Information
Studies Schools

Complied by Judy Dunn

University of British
Columbia, School of
Library, Archival and
Information Studies
By Guy Robertson
SLAIS is proud of the achievements
not only of its current faculty,
but also of retired professors who
gain recognition for their ongoing
contributions to the information
professions. Professor Terry Eastwood,
formerly chair of the Master of
Archival Studies (MAS) program and
SLAIS director, no longer appears
regularly on the UBC campus, but his
influence among archival students and
practitioners across North America
remains strong. In recognition of his
merits, the University of Victoria
has bestowed on him the 2016
Distinguished Alumni Award. To
commemorate the achievements of
a soon-to-retire professor, SLAIS
has announced the establishment
of the Judith Saltman Prize, to be
awarded annually to a student in

the Master of Arts in Children’s
Literature (MACL) program. For
the past 32 years, professor Saltman
has developed and taught courses in
children’s literature and services to
children and young adults. Librarians
recognize her as the doyenne of
Canadian children’s librarianship.
University of Alberta, School of
Library and Information Studies
By Toni Samek
This year at SLIS (University
of Alberta) is one of reward and
community spirit. We launched our
new website. Professor emeritus Dr.
Alvin M. Schrader is featured in
the Book and Periodical Council’s
2016 Freedom to Read Week Kit as a
“champion of freedom of expression.”
On February 5, the SLIS community
filled the house to support our annual
student-run Forum for Information
Professionals (formerly known as PD
Day), marking the 30th anniversary of
this oxygenating gathering. Keynote
speakers included Annie Pho, an
undergraduate experience librarian
(University of Illinois at Chicago).
Next in the dynamic speaker lineup for
our Research and Scholarship Series
is Patricia Demers, who will share
lessons learned from her work as chair
of the Royal Society Expert Panel on
Libraries and Archives. We mourn
the loss of William J. (Bill) Kurmey,
former professor and dean of the
School, who died November 15, 2015
in Edmonton (see item in Obituaries).
Western University, Faculty of
Information and Media Studies
By Becky Blue
Congratulations to associate professor
Nadine Wathen, founder of the
Health Information Science program
(a joint program between Library and
Information Science and the Faculty
of Health Sciences, launched in 2011),
as she was inducted into the Royal
Society of Canada’s College of New
Scholars, Artists and Scientists (RSC)
at a ceremony in Victoria on November
27, 2015. Induction into the College
is an honour that reflects the quality
and impact of professor Wathen’s
scholarly work. RSC Fellows represent
the emerging generation of scholarly,

scientific and artistic leaders in Canada,
who are collectively working towards
the betterment of society. Professor
Wathen’s research examines the healthsector response to violence against
women and children, interventions
to reduce health inequities, and the
science of knowledge translation,
with a key focus on enhancing the use
of research in policy and practice.
University of Toronto,
Faculty of Information
By Kathleen O’Brien
Dean Seamus Ross’s term ended in
December 2015, and professor Wendy
Duff is interim dean. Faculty members
Fiorella Foscarini, Sara Grimes, and
Cara Krmpotich achieved tenure at
the rank of associate professor. Student
Thomas Garside is the subject of a U
of T collaboration to bring wearable,
powered assistive technology to those
with compromised mobility. Professor
Matthew Brower and Zhou Yan
(2011) co-curated a Beijing exhibition
featuring 10 Canadian artists at the
National Art Museum of China. The
McLuhan Program launched “City as
Classroom: Ideas Without Walls.” Jeff
Boase, Alessandro Delfanti, Victoria
McArthur, and Cosmin Munteanu
are teaching at U of T at Mississauga
and the iSchool. Instructor Cathy
Blackbourn won the 2015 Ontario
Museum Association Distinguished
Career Award of Excellence. Doctoral
students Emily Maemura, Jack
Jamieson, and Jamilé Ghaddar
earned $265,000 in SSHRC grants.
McGill University, School
of Information Studies
By Peter McNally
In 2015 the School of Information
Studies reorganized the Graduate
Certificate (15 credits) and divided
it into three streams: (1) Archives
Management, for students or
professionals holding a bachelor’s
degree or higher; (2) Information
and Knowledge Management, for
students or professionals holding
a bachelor’s degree or higher; (3)
Library and Information Studies, for
library and information professionals
holding an ALA-accredited master’s
degree. The Graduate Diploma

program (30 credits) is being retired.
Prof. Catherine Guastavino has
received an NSERC Engage Grant,
in partnership with Applied Acoustics
Systems, to develop virtual acoustics
models to enhance user experience
with software musical instruments;
to provide an intuitive interface to
musicians that requires no acoustic
expertise; and to translate the controls
of this interface to physically consistent
parameters such as timing, filtering,
and gain for the standard components.
Université de Montreal, École de
bibliothéconomie et des sciences
de l’information (EBSI)
By Isabelle Bourgey and
Martin Bélanger
We are happy to announce that
professors Sabine Mas and Michèle
Hudon have joined an interdisciplinary
research team led by law professor
Michelle Cumyn, at Université Laval.
The team includes professor Günter
Reiner, Helmut-Schmidt-Universitat-

Milestones
Obituaries
Luciano Bianchini died on February
19, 2016, at age 86. He was former
head librarian at Mount St. Vincent
University. Born in Bologna, Italy, he
was active in the Italian community.
M. Joan (Tackaberry) Beckley, died
on January 8, 2016, at age 84. She
held an MLS from Michigan (1956).
Her interests included archives and
genealogy. She compiled a book on the
archives of the Girl Guides Society.
Jean Marcelle Bohne died on
December 3, 2016, at age 97. She
was a librarian at the University of
Toronto (Faculty of Forestry and
Wycliffe College). She grew up in
Maurertown, Virginia, and brought
her southern charm to Toronto.
Pascal Jerome Calarco died on April
7, 2016, at age 89, in Guelph. Pascal
was a graduate of Assumption College
University of Windsor, the Ontario
College of Education, and the Faculty
of Library and Information Science,
University of Toronto (1959). He
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Hamburg, and several students in
both Law and Information Science.
The team was awarded a five-year
SSHRC grant, in the amount of
$334,000, to create, apply, and evaluate
a faceted indexing model for various
types of legal resources available in
digital form. Phase 1 of the project,
a review of existing practices, was
launched in July 2015. During Phase
2, a faceted structure/language will
be developed and used to index a
corpus of representative documents
extracted from a legal database. In
Phase 3, usability tests will serve to
evaluate the validity and efficiency
of the model. Professor Hudon has
recently retired from teaching after
22 years at EBSI, but continues as a
researcher on this and other projects.

team, led by Dr. Bertrum MacDonald
(interim dean, Faculty of Management)
was awarded a five-year SSHRC
Insight Development Grant ($371,570)
to support research on the use of
information in the development and
implementation of policy in marine
environmental contexts. We were
pleased to welcome Dr. Lori McCayPeet to SIM in a limited term position
over the past year, and look forward to
introducing Ryan Whalen who will be
joining us in June, also in a limited term
position. We were excited to have Dr.
Ingrid Parent (University Librarian
UBC) give this year’s Norman
Horrocks National Leadership Lecture,
and to award Leah Boulos the Norman
Horrocks National Leadership Award.
Congratulations to our MLIS students
on their successful Information
Without Borders Conference, held
on February 10. This year’s theme
was Managing Health Information:
Technologies and Strategies for the 21st
Century, and we had record attendance.

Dalhousie University, School of
Information Management
By Sandra Toze
Our Environmental Information:
Use and Influence (EIUI) research

By Merlyn Beeckmans, with contributions from Frances Davidson-Arnott

served with the Canadian Army in
Europe during World War II, as
part of the Essex Scottish Regiment.
Pascal began his career teaching high
schools throughout Ontario. He then
served with the Ontario Ministry of
Education, in both Waterloo and at the
Ministry head offices in Toronto. Pascal
bred and showed champion Welsh
Terriers and served as the President
of the Welsh Terrier Association of
Canada. He was also active in the
Canadian Library Association, the
Ontario Library Association and the
Ontario Education Association.
Mavis Olive Cariou died on April
17, 2016, at age 87. She was on faculty
at the University of Toronto iSchool
for more than 25 years. Dr. Cariou
was well known for her knowledge
and teaching in the library field,
and will be fondly remembered
by her former students. Many will
remember her fantastic statistics class.
She obtained a PhD in library and
information science in 1983 at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
John Frederick Clark died on

September 30, 2015, at age 61. John
was a serials cataloguer with the
National Library of Canada for nearly
30 years. He enjoyed mentoring
trainees and cataloguing Canadian
newspapers, making them accessible
for genealogical researchers.
Joyce Shannon Cunningham died on
November 7, 2015, in Thunder Bay,
ON, at age 76. Joyce taught English
for many years, then became a teacherlibrarian. After retiring she served on
the Fort Frances Library Board for
more than 20 years, and on the Ontario
Library Service ‒ North, and the
Ontario Library Boards’ Association,
and was instrumental in the design
and building of the new Library
Technology Centre in Fort Frances.
Her many awards include the James
Bain Medallion (2014), which honours
public library board members, and Fort
Frances’s Citizen of the Year award.
Larry Eshelman died on March 16,
2016, at age 78, in Ottawa. He is
remembered for his great sense of
humour, his wonderful singing voice,
his love of languages, and his many

22
years as director of the former Eastern
Ontario Public Library Service and
later of Saint Paul University Library.
Flora Helena (Blizzard) Francis died
on April 1, 2016, in Guelph, age 83.
She earned her ALA (Associate of
the Library Association) in Trinidad
after spending a year in the New York
Public Library system, and worked
at the Trinidad Public and Central
Library in Port of Spain until 1959,
when she came to Canada. She
worked in reference at the historical
Massey Library of the Ontario
Agricultural College in Guelph. Ms.
Francis earned a BA from Waterloo
Lutheran University through parttime study, and both her BLS (‘69)
and MLS (‘78) from the University of
Toronto. She worked in the University
of Guelph Library, Social Sciences
Division (later Humanities and
Social Sciences). She retired from the
University in 1995, after 35 years of
service. Ms. Francis was a founding
member of the Guelph Black History
Society, and very active with the
Soroptimists. In 1970 she published
West Indians in Canada: A Selected
Annotated Bibliography, followed in
2000 by the expanded selected, A
Black Canadian Bibliography, which
included musical, spoken and video
materials, as well as literary works.
Peter Leonard Freeman, QC, died
on November 18, 2015, at age 77. He
was a member of the Faculty of Law at
the University of Alberta in 1968 and
later became head of the Law Library.
Elisabeth Ann Gibson died on March
6, 2016, at age 79, in Aurora, ON.
After graduating from University
of Toronto with a BLS (1960) she
worked at Toronto Public Library,
Etobicoke Public Library (EPL),
and University of Toronto Schools,
returning to EPL until retiring in
1997. She was an acclaimed artist.
Anne Leslie Hutchinson died
on October 18, 2015, at age 52,
in Courtice, ON. She was a most
enthusiastic teacher-librarian
at the high school level.
Paul Howard Kitchen died on August
29, 2015, in Ottawa, at age 77. Paul
received a BLS from UBC in 1964. He
was a librarian at the National Library
of Canada until 1975 and Executive
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Director of the Canadian Library
Association from 1975 to 1985. From
1985 to 1998 he was president of Paul
Kitchen & Associates, a parliamentary
affairs consulting firm. He was also a
hockey historian and author of Win,
Tie or Wrangle: The Inside Story of the
Old Ottawa Senators, 1883-1935.
William J. (Bill) Kurmey died
November 15, 2015, in Edmonton,
at age 75. He completed an
undergraduate degree in chemistry
from University of British Columbia
and an MLS from the University of
Chicago. He worked in library and
computer management positions in
British Columbia, New York, and
Illinois, then became an associate
professor in the Faculty of Library
Science, University of Toronto,
developing many early courses in
information systems, and information
storage and retrieval. Mr. Kurmey
was hired in 1980 by the School of
Library and Information Studies
at the University of Alberta as
dean until 1984, then professor
until 1992, when he joined the
University of Alberta Libraries
(UAL) as a research consultant in
the Information Technology Services
division. After retiring from UAL,
Mr. Kurmey continued consulting
in both businesses and libraries.
Sheila Doone (Hanson) MacDuff
died on December 7, 2015, at age 92.
As well as being a librarian, she ran
a flower shop and reared Westies.
Mora MacLean died on February
11, 2016, in Ottawa, at age 84. She
had degrees from Queen’s (English)
and McGill (BLS), and an MLS
from the University of Toronto. She
retired from the National Library
of Canada then worked with the
Government Printing Bureau.
Donald Blake McDougall died
on December 26, 2015, at age 77.
He held a BLS from the University
of Toronto and an MLS from the
University of Alberta. He was the
chief librarian at the Stratford Public
Library, head of public services for the
Edmonton Public Library, legislature
librarian, and assistant deputy
minister/legislature librarian for the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta.
Ruth Alice (Greenblatt) Manson

died on October 11, 2015, in Toronto,
at age 79. She attended Dalhousie
University and UBC. After having
her children, she earned an MLS
from McGill University in 1968. She
worked as a librarian at the University
of Vermont, at St. Lawrence College
in Brockville, ON, at the College
of the Bahamas in Nassau, and in
the Metro Toronto library system.
Margaret Pearl Meikle died on
February 12, 2016, at age 94. She
worked for 20 years at Richview
Library, Toronto. Ms. Meikle
never lost her Scottish accent or
her ability to Highland dance.
Stephanie Moneta died on March
27, 2016, at age 96. Stephanie retired
from the Etobicoke Public Library
in 1985 after 20 years of service.
Vincent Philip Haselwood Richards
died on January 6, 2016, at age 82.
He was director of the Edmonton
Public Library from 1977 to 1989
during which time he inaugurated
a fully integrated computerized
circulation system and catalogue.
Ann Gertrude (Macdonald) Ricker
died on December 9, 2015, in London,
ON, at age 95. She had a BLS and an
MA from the University of Toronto.
She had a gift for friendship and had
many wonderful people in her life.
Barbara Robinson died on January
19, 2016, in Ottawa, at age 76. She
earned a BA from Waterloo Lutheran
(Waterloo University College) in
1962, and worked at Toronto Public
Library before going to library school.
She received a BLS (’67) and an MLS
(’71) from the University of Toronto.
She returned to TPL as a librarian
from 1967 to 1970, when she married
Doug Robinson, a U of T classmate,
and they moved to Peterborough. She
later worked with the Ottawa School
Board as an educational assistant.
Judy Sarick died on February 15,
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2016, in Toronto, at age 76. She
held a BLS from the University of
Toronto and was a librarian with the
Toronto Public Library and head of
school services for the Toronto Board
of Education. Then she opened and
ran the Children’s Book Store until
it closed in 2000. Ms. Sarick was a
founding member of the Children’s
Book Panel on CBC’s Morningside,
served on numerous awards juries,
and received IBBY Canada’s Claude
Aubry Award for distinguished service
within the field of children’s literature.
Mary Borisuk Tapscott died on
January 23, 2016, in Toronto, at age
94. She graduated from McMaster
University and Teacher’s College in
1944, paying her way by working
after school as “Rosie the Riveter”
at Hamilton’s Stelco steel plant.
She was head librarian at Orillia
District Collegiate & Vocational
Institute in Orillia, chair of the
Stephen Leacock Foundation, and
was “lucid, wise, well-spoken and
profound till her final days.”
Bernard Vinet died on February
23, 2016, at age 91. After studying
librarianship and history at l’Université
de Montréal, he worked as chief
librarian at Le Collège militaire
de Saint-Jean and at l’Université
Laval. He retired in 1986.
Retirements
Kathryn Arbuckle retired from the
University of Alberta Libraries in the
fall of 2015. In 1999 she received a
joint appointment with the Libraries
and the Faculty of Law as law librarian
at the John A. Weir Memorial Law
Library. She subsequently served as
acting head of the Humanities and
Social Sciences Library, then as acting
Associate University Librarian for
Collections. In March 2012 she became
interim chief librarian. At the time of
her retirement she was an Associate
University Librarian for Public
Services. Ms. Arbuckle was treasurer of
the Canadian Library Association and
is a past president of the Association
of Academic Staff, U of A.
Janet Booth retired after 15 years
as CEO of Welland Public Library
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in September 2015. Ms. Booth
oversaw the planning for the new
Main Branch at Civic Square and
helped develop the unique partnership
with the District School Board of
Niagara and the Diamond Trail
Branch Library. She was a librarian
for nearly 40 years in public libraries
in Cape Breton, NS, and in various
counties in southern Ontario.
Pat Dawson retired in March 2016
as director for the City of Langley
Library and the Terry Fox Library
in Port Coquitlam, a post she took
up in 2007. She was with the Fraser
Valley Regional Library for 17 years.
Her first job was with the New
Westminster Public Library children’s
department. After taking a break
from her profession, she returned to
work at the FVRL starting at Maple
Ridge Public Library as a public
services librarian, and then supervisor
of information services. She created
a wonderfully welcoming atmosphere
for everyone who used the library,
especially immigrants eager to learn
English and persons with disabilities.
Jennifer Evans retired on September
30, 2015, after serving 10 years as
the director of the Nova Scotia
Provincial Library. Previously, she
worked with the Halifax Public
Libraries and in high school
libraries. She held various leadership
positions including president of the
Canadian Association of Children’s
Librarians, chair of the Provincial
and Territorial Library Council, and
co-chair of Libraries Nova Scotia.
Peggy Logan retired on October 30,
2015, as manager of library services,
Nova Scotia Health Authority
Library, after a 30-year career in
health and public libraries. She was
presented with the APLA Advocacy
Award for her work in library
promotion, advocacy and outreach.
Lynne Murphy retired in December
2015 from St. Francis Xavier
University after serving as University
Librarian for 10 years. Prior to that
she was University Librarian at
University of Prince Edward Island.
She held various positions including
chair of the Council of Atlantic
University Libraries, and chair for
the region of the former Atlantic

Scholarly Information Network.
David Pepper retired in December
2015 as director of library services
after eight years at the British
Columbia Institute of Technology
in Vancouver. During his career he
worked in “private, government and
academic settings covering disciplines
as diverse as mining, biomedical
sciences, trade development … postsecondary education at the college,
university and institutional levels.”
Mary-Sue (Susie) Stephenson, who
will retire this summer, has taught
every student in UBC SLAIS’s core
program since 1995. She chaired
the MLIS program and Curriculum
Committee and served as program coordinator and adjunct faculty liaison.
She is renowned for her willingness to
help students who need encouragement
and extra instruction. She won UBC’s
Killam Teaching Award for excellence
in teaching, as well as the UBC Alma
Mater Society’s Just Desserts Award
for exceptional service to students.
Appointments
Lesley Balcom has been appointed
for a five-year term as director
of libraries at the University of
New Brunswick (Fredericton).
Donna Bourne-Tyson was
appointed vice-chair, incoming
chair, of the Council of Atlantic
University Libraries.
Lorraine Busby, who recently
completed her second term as
University Librarian at Memorial
University, has been seconded to
the office of the vice-president
(Research) to work on the university’s
Strategic Research Intensity Plan.
Karen Keiller began her new
appointment as University Librarian
at Lakehead University on May 1,
2015. Ms. Keiller was previously
director of information services
and systems, University of New
Brunswick, Saint John Campus.
Mark Leggott has left UPEI to
become the executive director
of Research Data Canada.
Amy Lorenz was appointed library
co-chair at the Atlantic School of
Theology, and is now the Board
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representative on the Council of
Atlantic University Libraries.
David MacDonald has been
appointed legislative librarian at the
Nova Scotia Legislative Library.
Donald Moses was appointed
interim university librarian and
director of office skills development
and learning at UPEI.
Ana Peasgood was appointed the
public library director of Chetwynd,
BC, late in 2015. She was the
library’s family resource centre
co-ordinator for three years.
Lynn Somers has been appointed
acting director of the Nova
Scotia Provincial Library.
Brett Waytuck becomes university
librarian at the University of Regina
for a five-year term effective July
2016. Mr. Waytuck holds an MLS
(1987) from the University of Toronto.
He held positions at Calgary Public
Library, the Regina Qu’Appelle
Health Region, Saskatchewan Health,
Bracken Health Sciences Library at
Queen’s University and the Provincial
Library and Literacy Office.
Louise White has been appointed
interim University Librarian,
Memorial University Libraries.
Awards
Susan Cleyle (’88) was the winner
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of the 2015 Outstanding Alumni
Award from the Dalhousie
University School of Information
Management. She is currently the
director of Distance Education,
Learning and Teaching Supports
(DELTS) at Memorial University.
The Book and Periodical Council
of Canada has named Dr. Alvin
M. Schrader (professor emeritus of
University of Alberta SLIS), as 2016’s
champion of freedom of expression.
The full story appears in this year’s
Freedom Read Week Kit. You can read
it at www.freedomtoread.ca/articles/
word-warrior/#.VuCIGsdDeou.
Linda Slater was awarded the 2015
Distinguished Alumni Award by the
Library and Information Studies
Alumni Association, University of
Alberta. Ms. Slater received an MLIS
from the School of Library and
Information Studies (SLIS), U of A, in
1988. She has worked in the John W.
Scott Health Sciences Library since
1989. Her significant contributions
to librarianship include work with
the Canadian Health Libraries
Association and the Northern Alberta
Health Libraries Association. Ms.
Slater has authored or co-authored 13
peer-reviewed publications and made
presentations across Canada. In 2000
she visited a nursing school in Ghana
to help improve its library collection.
Since then many Ghanaian nursing
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students have visited; her Nursing
LibGuides are popular with them.
Sandra Shores received the Honorary
Alumni Award from the Library
and Information Studies Alumni
Association at the University
of Alberta for her significant
contributions to the library profession
and School of Library and Information
Studies (SLAIS). She received her
MLS from UBC in 1984 and began
working at U of A Libraries. In
2002 she helped implement a new
integrated library system for the
Libraries and the NEOS Library
Consortium. Later she moved into
managing operations for the Libraries’
Information Technology Services. She
is now associate university librarian
for bibliographic and information
technology services. Ms. Shores has
been active in many associations
and taught courses at SLAIS and
in the Grant MacEwan University
Library Technology Program.
Kirsten Wurmann, Monique
Woroniak and Kathleen Williams
were awarded the 2015 Manitoba
Library Association Service Award
(Volunteer) for their exceptional
leadership and dedication to the Prison
Libraries Committee. Their work has
initiated the Prison Library movement
in Manitoba and has affected the
lives of inmates and the broader
community in a meaningful way. n
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