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Alvin Schrader, Recipient of the 2016 CLA
Outstanding Service to Librarianship Award
By Frances Davidson-Arnott

T

he Canadian Library
Association/Association
canadienne des bibliothèques
presented the 2016 CLA Outstanding
Service to Librarianship Award to
two recipients, Rebecca Jones and
our own Alvin Schrader. The CLA
press release said, “Alvin Schrader
is Professor Emeritus and former
Chair of the School of Library and
Information Studies at the University
of Alberta … After retiring in 2009,
Alvin served for four years as Director
of Research to the University of
Alberta Libraries professional staff,
mentoring and advising them in their
conduct of research projects. His
deep commitment to librarianship as
a profession has informed all of his
teaching and research activities over
the years. These include intellectual
freedom and censorship, sexual and
gender minority library services,
Internet access and filtering, academic
librarianship, inquiry methodology and
theory construction, research methods,
library leadership, measurement and
evaluation of library services, publishing,
and international librarianship … he

Alvin Schrader and Sandra Singh,
President of the Canadian Library
Association and Chief Librarian of the
Vancouver Public Library.
Photo credit: Valoree McKay

was the first Canadian representative
to the Committee of Freedom of
Access to Information and Freedom
of Expression created in 1998 by the
International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions. Recently
Alvin led the successful revision
of the ‘Statement on Libraries and
Intellectual Freedom’ approved by
CLA Executive Council in 2015.” n

Hold This Date!
November 7, 2016 — Ex Libris Association
2016 Annual Conference and AGM
The conference will be held at Northern District Branch, Toronto
Public Library, Orchard View Boulevard and Yonge Street.
Marion Misters, owner of Sleuth of Baker Street, will
speak on awards and the business of mystery books.
Zafar Bangash, journalist and Director of The Institute of Contemporary
Islamic Thought, will speak on Islamic literature and libraries in the GTA.
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President’s Report
By Elizabeth Ridler

A

s President
of Ex Libris,
I sent a letter
of concern to the
Honourable Dale
Kirby, Minister of
Education and Early
Childhood Development, about the
planned closure of 54 public libraries
(more than 50 percent of provincial
branches), in remote and small
communities of Newfoundland and
Labrador. Newfoundlanders depend
on these branches for their equal
access to the Internet, information
resources, literacy support, and
job searches. I also appreciated
suspension of these closures and
the appointment of a steering
committee for a complete service
review of provincial library resources
and organization. I recommended
appointing a librarian to the steering
committee. (See the article by
Dick Ellis in this issue, page 6.)
The Ex Libris board follows
with interest the foundation of the
Canadian Federation of Library
Associations/Fédération canadienne
des associations de bibliothèques
after the dissolution of the Canadian
Library Association (CLA), but
awaits more information before
recommending membership. The
executive director of the Ontario
Library Association, Shelagh
Paterson, speaker at the Ex Libris
AGM and conference on November
7, 2016, is part of the team launching
the Canadian Federation of Library
Associations/Fédération canadienne
des associations de bibliothèques.
Stay tuned for developments.
(See the article by Shelagh
Paterson in this issue, page 7.)
Also at the conference in November
2016, Marian Misters, co-proprietor
of Toronto’s Sleuth of Baker Street,
will showcase her interactions
with mystery-fiction readers and
review how she co-ordinates judges
for the Crime Writers of Canada
Arthur Ellis Awards for the best
Canadian crime/mystery writing.
As 2015 Arthur Ellis best crime-

novel category judge, I read 82
crime novels and chose the winner
with two other judges. Awards were
presented May 26 at a banquet in the
Arts and Letters Club in Toronto.
The Ex Libris board is pleased
once again to welcome Tom Eadie
as its newest member. Board
member Agatha Barc, working with
Secretary Jean Weihs, has started
her ELAN Indexing Project which
will complete indexing ELAN issues;
all indices will be merged in one
master ELAN index with new ELAN
issues added. Congratulations to
our Archivist, Nancy Williamson,
for 100 biographies of notable
Canadian librarians published in
the Ex Libris database. Thanks
go to Website Committee Chair
Lorne Bruce, who arranged for the
University of Guelph to sponsor the
Ex Libris listserv. Congratulations
to board member Alvin Schrader,
Past President of CLA, who was
awarded the CLA Outstanding
Service to Librarianship Award.
(See the article by Frances DavidsonArnott in this issue, page 1.)
Doreen London arranged a
very successful May tour of the
new Ryerson University Student
Learning Centre. (See the article
by London in this issue, page 3.)
The Ex Libris board is reviewing
plans to honour the 150th anniversary
of the confederation of Canada next
year. The W. Kaye Lamb Award will
seek nominations for the 2017 award
for library services for older adults.
Congratulations to the new
Librarian of Congress Carla D.
Hayden, confirmed by the United
States Senate in July. Hayden will be
the first librarian in 40 years to hold
the office. President of the American
Library Association (ALA), 2003
to 2004, she served while I was an
ALA councilor at large. Hayden
was Chief Librarian of the Chicago
Public Library system and the Enoch
Pratt Free Library of Baltimore, and
served on the U.S. National Museum
Library Services Board since 2010. n

Ex Libris Biography
Project
By Nancy Williamson

T

he Ex Libris database now contains
101 names. We will continue to
add to it as we have material ready.
If you have information, please
continue to send it to us. A few
members have begun to send us
biographical information about
themselves to be used later. This is
extremely useful, and we would be
happy to receive it from others. n

Write for ELAN
The Newsletter Committee
welcomes contributions
from our members.
We are seeking articles, news items,
and ideas that you think would be
of interest to Ex Libris members
for publication in ELAN. Please
submit your articles on items of
interest to our members, including
your memoirs of early days or
important figures in librarianship,
library history, your own career, and
your current activities in the field.
We especially need contributions
to our regular feature, “Why
I Became a Librarian.”
For submission information,
see the back page.

Welcome to New
ELA Members
We’re proud to welcome the
following new ELA members:
Joyce Garnett, London, ON
Joyce Thomson, Halifax, NS
Alanah White, Halifax, NS
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Tour of Ryerson’s Spectacular New Library
By Doreen London, Tour Organizer

O

n May 9, 2016, 14 members of Ex Libris
participated in a tour of the Student Learning
Centre (SLC) at Toronto’s Ryerson University,
led by Madeleine Lefebvre, Chief Librarian, along
with Cecile Farnum, Communications and Liaison
Librarian and the help of a student volunteer. The
SLC is located at Yonge and Gould streets, the site
of the former landmark, Sam the Record Man.
The SLC, a 21st-century library, opened on February
23, 2015. The building was designed by Snøhetta &
Zeidler Partnership Architects, with input from the chief
librarian. The SLC won a 2016 AIA/ALA (American
Institute of Architects/American Library Association)
Library Building Award, as well as a prestigious 2016
AIA New York Design Award. The SLC is an eco-friendly
building with a glass exterior and three roof gardens.
It is truly an amazing building. We toured eight brightly
colour-coded floors, including the blue-sky-and-beach
floor, which features collaborative, bookable work space;
the quiet study-only floor; the red casual-seating area with
seminar rooms, computer labs, and instruction classrooms
that have special dry-erase paint on the walls; the bright
green learning-support centres for students, including those
with disabilities; and the digital-media learning experience
featuring 3D printers. The second floor provides library help
with access directly into the original library, and the main
floor features an amphitheatre, welcome desk, café, and more.
This facility offers everything today’s students would want.
The SLC is open to the public and is definitely worth a visit.
Following the tour, 11 members met at the nearby
Pickle Barrel for a very enjoyable lunch. n

Photo credit: Doreen London
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Technology Unmasked: Online Library Literature, Part II
By Stan Orlov

I

n the last issue,
we looked
at Canadian
journals on
the subject of
librarianship. Today,
let us explore the
other types of
library-related online publications
in Canada. Again, we will use the
Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory that
lists 242 Canadian library-related
periodicals. While it is probably
not a complete list, it is the most
comprehensive one that I could find.
After crossing out ceased titles, we
end up with 94 active periodicals,
of which half (47) are newsletters.
The list also includes 10 bulletins,

nine directories and nine reports,
plus a few occasional handbooks
or catalogues. The vast majority of
periodicals are still offered in print
(81 print, 31 online), with 20 titles
being published in both formats.
The oldest-running publication
in our list is the Directory of Special
Libraries in Eastern Canada,
which from 1932 until 1973 was
called Directory of Special Libraries
in Montreal, published by the
Special Libraries Association. It
is closely followed by the APLA
(Atlantic Provinces Library
Association) Bulletin, which was
initially published as the MLA
(Maritime Library Association)
Bulletin from 1936 until 1958.

There is an amazing variety of
publishers and topics. From Canadian
Library Association to Centre
Regional Bibliothèque de l’AbitibiTémiscamingue, from Gananoque
Public Library Board to City of
Vancouver Archives, many Canadian
institutions and groups continue to
regularly bring us news and opinions
about the latest developments, inform
us of programs and events, and serve
as a forum for everyone interested
in the field of librarianship in
Canada. n
Stanislav Orlov is systems librarian
at Mount St. Vincent University in
Halifax. Please send your questions
and comments to stan.orlov@msvu.ca.

National Priorities of our New National Association
By Shelagh Paterson, Treasurer, CFLA-FCAB

T

he Canadian Federation
of Library Associations/
Fédération canadienne des
associations de bibliothèques (CFLAFCAB; http://cfla-fcab.ca/) has
identified two areas of focus for its
inaugural year: the library response
to the calls to action of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada, and input into the 2017
parliamentary review of Canada’s
2012 Copyright Modernization Act.
CFLA-FCAB is now
incorporated, has hired Kevin
Brennan (a senior project officer
tasked with putting this new
organization into operation), has a
bilingual website and social media
accounts, and is welcoming new
members. The inaugural AGM
will be held in conjunction with
the Ontario Library Association
Super Conference in Toronto from
February 1 to 4, 2017, and the
inaugural national policy forum
is scheduled with the Alberta
Library Conference in Jasper,
Alta., from April 27 to 30, 2017.
At the final CLA Conference

in June, CFLA-FCAB extended
thanks to the Canadian Library
Association for 70 years of service
with the following remarks:
“On behalf of libraries and library
associations across the country, we,
as members of the interim board
for the Canadian Federation of
Library Associations/Fédération
canadienne des associations de
bibliothèques, would like to present
this plaque to the Canadian Library
Association (CLA) executive.
This plaque is a small memento,
expressing our deepest gratitude to
the Canadian Library Association
and its dedicated volunteers and
staff for tirelessly championing
our values, impacting public
policy, and strengthening our
community over the past 70 years.
“CLA has been the national voice
for libraries on issues regarding
access to information, privacy,
intellectual freedom, accessibility,
and copyright. CLA has promoted
and protected the cultural,
economic and educational health of

communities through their libraries.
“In 1946 when CLA was formed,
after decades of trying to make it
happen, the words spoken at the
first proceeding still ring true today.
G.R. Lomer, Librarian of McGill
University and Director of the
Library School, said, ‘As membersto-be of this new, and I trust lusty,
Canadian Library Association, let
us see to it that this convention
does not fail in the purpose for
which it was called. This can be
done only if each of us gives what
he or she can of personal energy
and selfless co-operation, and of
social vision. Let this day be the
V-Day of our profession in Canada
in its war against apathy, ignorance,
narrow-mindedness, selfishness,
and regionalism of any kind.’
“We celebrate the contributions
of CLA to Canadian society with
our colleagues across the country.
At this point in history, we wanted
to thank everyone involved
throughout the 70-year history
of CLA, and mark this moment
with appreciation and respect.” n
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Visiting the Artist: Leighton House Museum
By Guy Robertson

B

rilliant,
handsome,
and charming,
Frederic Leighton
(1830–1896) was
one of Victorian
Britain’s more popular
artists. He adopted
classical themes for his big paintings,
which glow with antique splendor
and imperial confidence. You will
find his work in galleries and private
collections all over the world. To get a
sense of the man and his art, however,
you should visit his residence — now
the Leighton House Museum — in
London’s Holland Park Road.
Crossing the threshold, you feel you
are entering the artist’s mind; Leighton
had every room designed and decorated
to reflect his taste and sensibility. From
an aesthetic perspective, the Arab Hall
on the main floor is the centrepiece,
with its magnificent dome and tile work.
While its dome is small compared with
those that surmount many European
cathedrals, it seems monumental. Some
visitors want to see nothing more but,
if you leave after only viewing the

Photo credit: Jocelyn Davidson-Arnott

Photo credit: Courtesy of Leighton House Museum
and The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea

Photo credit: Justin Barton

Arab Hall, you will miss items that are
equally interesting, if not as colourful.
From the hall, you take the stairs
to the second floor to see Leighton’s
studio. Here he produced and displayed
his works, including paintings,
drawings, sculptures, plaster casts, and
maquettes. Convivial and an excellent
host, he entertained guests in his studio
before and after dinners in the small but
exquisite dining room on the main floor.
In 1895, guests could see Leighton’s
most famous painting — Flaming
June — in its heavy frame on an easel
in the studio. Currently this image of a
sleeping woman resides in the Museo
de Arte de Ponce in Puerto Rico; in
the past decade, it has appeared on
loan to The Frick Collection in New
York and to London’s Tate Britain.
Despite his generous nature and love
of social events, Leighton remained an
intensely private man all his life. He
never married. There is a rumour that
he fathered a child, possibly with one
of his models. But the evidence for
this is tenuous, and there is no proof
for the once-common supposition
that he was bisexual or gay. His
second-floor bedroom is the museum’s
plainest room, dimly lit and with little
more than a single bed. In modern
parlance, Leighton kept it simple.
Considering his professional
commitments — he eventually became
the President of the Royal Academy
— you might assume that he had little
time for intimate relationships. But

like many Victorians he maintained a
voluminous correspondence with friends
and acquaintances all over Europe,
writing at the desk in the library that
was added as an extension to the main
floor between 1877 and 1881. The books
have been dispersed, but it is safe to
assume that Leighton’s shelves were
crammed with reference books such as
dictionaries of the European languages
he spoke, guides to different regions
and cities (particularly in France and
Spain), gallery catalogues, and artists’
biographies. Photos of the library from
his time show a desk stacked with
books along both sides. Around the
desk, Leighton hung drawings and
etchings by Ingres, Alfred Stevens, Val
Prinsep, and Alphonse Legros. Today,
above the desk one sees The Apotheosis
of Marcantonio Bragadin, attributed to
the 16th-century school of Tintoretto.
Leighton also kept books on tables
and shelves in the studio. It is reasonable
to assume that he read wherever he felt
comfortable and whenever he had time
or needed information pertaining to
a classical theme or to another artist’s
work. But Leighton seems to have
used his bedroom for nothing more
than sleeping, after a hectic day of
painting, drawing, writing or reading. n
Note: Flaming June will be on
display at Leighton House Museum
from November 4, 2016, until April
2, 2017. www.rbkc.gov.uk/subsites/
museums/leightonhousemuseum1.aspx
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Church Archives
By Doug Robinson

S

hortly after I retired as a librarian
I started working in a church
archive one day a week for the
next 10 years until early last year. I
had often done research in archives
and found many similarities between
libraries and archives. My longtime
interest in genealogy also resulted
in my frequent use of archives.
Church archives provide a very
valuable and reliable source of
information for people who are doing
family research or other historical
research that might involve church
records. These church records are
normally original records, so we are
viewing the information written by
ministers, priests, or other church
officials at the time events took place.
With the keen interest in genealogy
nowadays, many church records have
been transcribed, and the result is a
secondary source of information, which
may include errors made by the person
doing the transcribing. The original
records may contain errors, as well,

as I discovered when some ancestors
of mine were baptized as “Robertson”
rather than “Robinson.” However,
original records are clearly preferable
to transcribed ones, especially when
they are used for legal purposes.
Many people ask for copies of these
records when they need to prove a
date of birth, marriage, or death, and
church archives can usually provide
a certified copy for legal purposes if
the record is not restricted. There is
normally a charge for this service.
Probably the most sought-after
records are found in the registers
of baptisms, marriages, and burials.
These records and other records are
not identical for every denomination,
so it is important to read carefully the
information provided on the website
of the particular denomination. For
example, some denominations have
adult baptism rather than infant
baptism, and some include the date of
birth along with the date of baptism.
Other records, such as membership

lists, can be useful to researchers
in determining when a family
member joined a particular church
or transferred to a different one.
A wide range of other records in
church-archive collections are usually
identified in the acquisitions-policy
statement of a particular church
archive. Some archives have detailed
listings of their holdings, as well.
Church archives are normally linked
to a particular denomination. Some
denominations have only one archive
in Canada. Others have archives in
different regions or provinces, which
can be beneficial to users who want
to visit the archives to do research.
Researchers should contact the church
archive in advance, to make sure that
the church record they are seeking
is in the archive and not still in a
church. Some church archives have
larger collections whereas some have
limited space and focus more on getting
records from congregations or parishes
that are closing or amalgamating. n

Ex Libris has a New Listserv — exlibrisca@listserv.uoguelph.ca
By Lorne Bruce

B

ack in the spring, a listserv was
created to enable Ex Libris
Association (ELA) members
to communicate more easily. This
came in response to questions at our
annual conference last November,
when use of the Microsoft email
Outlook service was raised. Many
people were more familiar with the
traditional list-server protocols.
Using the new listserv is easy, or so
it is said! This type of email messaging
has been around for 30 years and most
ELA members have used it already.
There are about 170 ELA members
with emails entered into the service, so
it’s easy to reach many people at one
time. The address is exlibrisca@listserv.
uoguelph.ca. It’s been in operation
for a few months, so it’s likely that
you have already received messages.
Posting messages is easy — send to
exlibrisca@listserv.uoguelph.ca. Please

note that you can only send mail to
the list from the email address under
which you are subscribed through
our annual subscriptions. Remember
that emails to the list should always
have an accurate subject line, because
your message goes to all subscribers.
For security reasons, after sending
a message (or reply) you will receive a
return email from the listserv asking you
to confirm that you did indeed send a
message. Reply to the message and your
posting will be sent to everyone. This
is also a second chance to decide that
you actually want to send the message!
ELA does not send you a lot of
messages, so don’t worry about your
mailbox filling up during a vacation.
If you want to unsubscribe, DO
NOT send the request to listserv.
Send it to lbruce@uoguelph.ca,
and your name will be removed.
Also, various email services (Gmail,

Hotmail, Microsoft, Yahoo, etc.)
have various ways of handling listserv
messages that can be refused outright,
filtered out, or entered as ‘junk’ in your
mailbox. So keep your messages and
replies simple! If you want to send
pictures to ELA members, for example,
use our Facebook page, instead. n

Notice to Members
Help us keep our email listserv
current. If you and/or someone
you know are/is not receiving
our emails, please send your new
email address to Bob Henderson
at bob.superrover@gmail.com.
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Why I Became a Library Technician
By Susan Morley

S

everal factors came into play that
steered me down the “library
skills path,” including the Library
Club at Chinguacousy Secondary
School — bless the teacher librarian
there! My push toward a library
career lies with the convergence of
three factors: local history, my local
newspaper, the Brampton Guardian,
and a Canada Youth Grant. I’ve also
always been a reader, and I know that
influence lies firmly with my parents,
who were keen readers. My mother,
Eileen, who grew up in Depressionera Winnipeg, would often talk about
the marvels of visiting the local library
and riches that could be found there.
My tween years were filled with
wonders that included The Heroes (or
Greek Fairy Tales for My Children) by
Charles Kingsley, The Saint by Leslie
Charteris, and The Lost Continent
and the Barsoom series by Edgar
Rice Burroughs … imagine being
transported across space in an astral
body? The latter may have contributed
to a desire to be an astronomer, but
my science skills were dismal so I
moved on. Throughout high school I
was aiming to be an accountant, but
it became pretty clear that wouldn’t
be a good use of my skill sets.
By 1974 I was an active member
of the Library Club at Chinguacousy
Secondary, which I thought was
more of a hobby than steps toward
any career. Enter the Canada Youth
Grant program and a summer job
offer from the Brampton Library,
Chinguacousy Branch. To my surprise,
I was accepted and began my first
“library job,” indexing my city’s
newspaper, the Brampton Guardian, for
the library’s local-history collection.
The next surprise came when I
was offered a part-time job over the
school year to continue the project
plus spell off the librarians at the
reference-inquiry desk. By then I had
acquired a very special knowledge set,
which the administration chose to
capitalize on. This pattern of full-time
summer and part-time school-year
jobs continued for two years. I even
made the local newspaper, myself, and

“Experience made her certain about career.”
Photo credit: The Brampton Guardian, published with permission, Patricia Lonergan, Editor-in-Chief,
Metroland South

was featured in a Thursday, August
19, 1976, article entitled “Experience
made her certain about career.”
I don’t remember why I chose the
library-technician versus the librarian
path, but I suspect it was economics.
A college diploma was much more
affordable, and guaranteed to get me
into the workforce upon graduation.
So, after much discussion, off I went
to Sheridan College of Applied
Arts and Technology (as it was then
called) and enrolled in the Library
and Information Technician program.
Post-graduation I did have a stint
in the public library sector, but soon
realized it really wasn’t for me, so
I kept checking for other options.
To my surprise, one of my field
placements — the Canadian Standards
Association (CSA) Group Information
Centre — called me with a job offer
and the rest, as they say, is history.
In hindsight I could have pursued
a master’s degree in library and
information science, but my interests
leaned towards computer technology,
so the next item ticked off my list
was an information technologies
support services diploma, also with
Sheridan. Several other job-related
courses followed, always with a
nod to information technology.

(Didn’t the “librarian” have a better
understanding than anyone else?)
Next career milestone — webmaster.
Other milestones included establishing
online access to more than 1,000
technical-standards documents (2004);
creating and maintaining a community
of practice (CoP) long before we
ever heard of wikis (2006); use of
computer-based training (2012); and
creating a federated search service
(2014), which allows staff around
the world a one-stop search service
to all of the Information Centre’s
online resources, including third-party
commercial databases. During 37
years with CSA, until my retirement
in 2015, several achievements were
acknowledged by awards: two
of significance were the Ontario
Association of Library Technicians/
Association des bibliotechniciens
de l’Ontario’s 2005 Innovation
Award that acknowledged creation
of the online library catalogue and
corporate webmaster role, then
the Special Library Association
(SLA) Engineering Division’s
2013 Engineering Librarian of the
Year Award that recognized a life
career in that field. It’s been a very
rewarding career, and, yes, I still enjoy
reading the Brampton Guardian. n
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Crisis in Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries
By Dick Ellis

W

hen it was suggested that
I write a piece putting
the present situation in
Newfoundland & Labrador Public
Libraries (NLPL) into perspective,
I immediately set to work, choosing
the Great Fire of 1846 in St. John’s as
a starting point (all the subscription
and tradesmen’s libraries were burned
out). That approach rapidly took
me beyond the suggested number
of words, so I will fast forward to
1995 and report that when Paul
Martin set out to save Canada from
bankruptcy by diminishing transfer
payments, libraries in Newfoundland
and Labrador felt the brunt of the
cutbacks. The provincial librarian
of the day was encouraged into
retirement after a spat with the
premier and a series of accountants
have assumed the title of Director
of Provincial Libraries since then.
The provincial Public Libraries Act
was amended in 1996 to make the
change of titles official. Six regions
were cut to three, losing qualified
librarians as they had previously
been classified as managers.
Skipping over another couple of
decades — except to note that NLPL
were not notable beneficiaries of
$100+ per barrel oil revenues — we
come to the present financial crisis
in the province, owing to the drop
in oil prices and the ill-considered

“

The resulting
outcry is
unprecedented in
my experience.
decision of the previous government
to underwrite the development of
a new power-generation facility
at Muskrat Falls in Labrador.
The new Liberal government
elected last November responded to
the suddenly discovered (!) crisis by
asking all departments and agencies
to create a plan to cut costs by 30
percent in three years. The Provincial
Information and Library Resources
Board was one such agency, and
according to sources who are not
authorized to speak publicly, it
came up with three options, none
of which received a majority of the
votes cast at the board meeting.
Apparently the board could not
choose between the three options:
slitting its throat, committing
seppuku or reviving the tradition of
self-immolation in a good cause. It
is notable that of the 10 members
on the board, six are appointed
directly by the minister responsible.
With the board unwilling to
take drastic measures and unable

Upcoming Event:
Toronto Tour

T

he next Toronto library/museum
tour will begin at 10:30 a.m. on
October 13, 2016, at the Redpath
Sugar Museum, at the corner of
Queen’s Quay East and Jarvis Street.
This museum follows the history
of sugar procuring and refining from
Toronto’s earliest days, and illustrates
the historic background of the
economic development of Toronto
and Canada. Curator Richard Feltoe

will lead the private tour.
An optional lunch will be held at
the delightful waterfront restaurant
Against The Grain, a two-minute
walk from the museum. Details to
be announced on the listserv. n
Please contact Shirley Lewis
(shirleylewis6@yahoo.com)
to reserve your spot.

to negotiate alternative plans,
the minister told the board to
cut the libraries in the smallest
communities, allowing him to make
statements such as “85 percent of
the population is within a 30-minute
drive to a library.” The very libraries
needed most by their communities
were those slated to be cut.
The resulting outcry is
unprecedented in my experience. The
local library community, led by the
Newfoundland and Labrador Library
Association, supported significantly
by the Atlantic Provinces Library
Association, other library groups,
writers, and local arts communities,
mobilized social media to protest
the minister’s plan. The minister has
backed down, postponing the first
round of cuts and authorizing the
board to hire EY (previously Ernst
& Young) to study the situation. The
board will set the terms of the study,
presumably with ministerial approval.
There is, after all, an assistant deputy
minister appointed to the board.
The basic problem is very simple:
the province spends less than half
the Canadian Urban Libraries
Council average per-capita library
expenditure on the NLPL. Whether
the present protest is sufficient to
change that figure, or just rearrange
the pain, is anyone’s guess. n

Donate to Ex Libris
Would you like us to extend our
programming? A donation or
bequest to Ex Libris helps us
broaden and increase our activities.
All donations are tax deductible.
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Libraries Named after Librarians
By Suzette Giles

This is the 11th in a series of articles about outstanding librarians and the libraries named after them.
Louise Riley Branch,
Calgary Public Library
If you were a child in Calgary or
southern Alberta from 1943 onward,
you may have benefited from one of
Louise Riley’s innovations. Every
Saturday morning, CFAC radio
broadcast a children’s story hour from
Calgary Public Library. If you are a
little younger, you may have read one
of her children’s novels: Mystery Horse
(1950), Train for Tiger Lily (1954), or A
Spell at Scoggin’s Crossing (1960). Train
for Tiger Lily won the bronze medal
for the Canadian Library Association
Book of the Year for Children Award.
In 1951, her novel for adults, One
Happy Moment, was published.
Margaret Louise Riley was both
an accomplished author and an
exceptional librarian. Born in Calgary
in 1904 to Harriet Waterhouse and
Ezra Hounsfield Riley, a prominent
politician and son of pioneers, she took
English at McGill University, followed
by further studies in children’s libraries
at the University of Wisconsin.
Her career as a librarian began in
1930, when she joined the Calgary
Public Library with the responsibility
of continuing the development of
services to children and of the juvenile
collection. Staff were encouraged
to pursue further professional
development, and in 1941 Riley won
a Carnegie Fellowship scholarship of
$1,300 from the American Library
Association, to attend Columbia
University for post-graduate training.
Until her appointment as assistant
librarian in 1949, Riley oversaw the
introduction of many innovative
programs that led to the Calgary Public
Library being viewed as outstanding
in the services offered to children and
teens. One innovation, in 1938, was
setting up a dedicated space, the John
Buchan room, with books for young
adults. Another was introducing a
story hour in 1942. There were book
talks, displays, puppet shows, films,

Bookmobile with W.R. Castell
and Louise Riley
Photo credit: Courtesy of Calgary Public Library

Margaret Louise Riley
Photo credit: Courtesy of Glenbow Archives,
(M-8375-70-2)

craft clubs, and local experts who gave
children an introduction to chess and
stamp collecting. The school board was
persuaded to provide a grant toward
the purchase of 400 books for pleasure
reading, to be placed in three schools,
then a librarian visited one morning a
week to check out the books and give
advice to students about their reading.
A tradition of exceptional service
to children and young adults was
established that the library has
maintained to the present day.
In 1949 Louise Riley was appointed
assistant librarian, a position she held
until her death in 1957. Children’s
services continued to be a priority of
the library, but Riley played a wider
role in the development of library
services during the latter years.
In 1950 Riley offered the first
courses at the University of Alberta,
in school librarianship, to qualified
teachers. The popularity of the courses
resulted in the appointment of a
full-time professor in 1964, and to
the opening of the School of Library
Science at the university in 1968.
Riley’s contributions to library service
and the library profession extended into
the wider library community and the
social milieu of Calgary and southern

Alberta. She was elected President of
the Alberta Library Association in 1948,
served on the executive of the Canadian
Library Association, and can be
considered one of the founders of these
organizations. She was chairman of the
Alberta Library Board and campaigned
vigorously for regional libraries.
She was a popular public speaker
and, together with fellow librarian
Georgina Thomson, was a long-term
member of the panel of the popular
CFAC radio show State Your Case.
Riley died in Edmonton in 1957.
Library director W.R. Castell said that
‘Louie’ Riley was known as “one of
the finest librarians for children’s work
in Canada.” The Canadian Library
Association opened a memorial fund
in her memory and scholarships
were awarded in subsequent years.
Calgary opened a new library branch
in October 1959 and, in recognition
of her career and especially her work
with children, it was named for her. n
Thanks to Alvin Schrader for suggesting
a number of Alberta librarians for this
column, including Louise Riley and Penny
McKee. The ResearchPlus team of Calgary
Public Library was very supportive and
supplied much of the information.
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Book Reviews

The House of Twenty
Thousand Books
by Sasha Abramsky
New York Review Books, 2015.
ISBN: 978-1590178881. $26.24
Reviewed by Rick Ficek

T

his is a loving and readable
memoir of one of the greatest
collectors and scholars of Judaica,
the author’s grandfather, Chimen
Abramsky. In a modest London home
close to Hampstead Heath, and to
Highgate Cemetery where Marx is
buried, he housed a fabulous collection
of almost 20,000 volumes of rare
Judaica and early accounts of British

Marxism and communism. The son of
a rabbi, Yehezkel Abramsky, Chimen
Abramsky was born in 1916 near
Minsk, Russia. He moved to Palestine
in the 1930s, then settled in Britain a
few months prior to World War II.
Working at a rare-book shop in
London, he entered the world of
radical British politics. His home
quickly became a meeting place for the
country’s leading Marxist intellectuals,
economists, and historians. What
delights is the description of the
atmosphere accompanying this world
of ideas. There is food, copiously
and continually delivered by his wife
Miriam. There are ferocious arguments
and debates, and friends and family
scurrying about a home literally
stuffed to the rafters with treasures.

Books of Interest to Members

Abramsky abandoned his radical
politics following Krushchev’s
revelations of Stalin’s brutal regime.
Despite a lack of academic credentials
but armed with his immense knowledge
of Judaica and British communism, he
became a professor and chair of Jewish
and Hebrew Studies at University
College, London, and a visiting
professor at Brandeis and Stanford
universities in the United States.
This account of what some might see
as an obsessive hoarder may disappoint
readers interested in an academic
understanding of radical politics or
even bibliographic antiquarianism.
It is, however, a charming picture
of a unique personality in a vibrant
world of ideas and beliefs, friends
and foes, and — above all — family.

ELAN welcomes news about books by ELA members. Send a brief description
or an advertising brochure to: jean.weihs@gmail.com.

continued on page 11
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The Bad-Ass Librarians
of Timbukto: And
Their Race to Save the
World’s Most Precious
Manuscripts
by Joshua Hammer
Simon & Schuster, 2016.
ISBN: 978-1476777405. $27.91
Reviewed by Julia Schneider

A

bdel Kader Haidara didn’t set
out to be a hero or a librarian.
He wanted to be a trader like his
father. The elder Haidara became
involved in manuscript preservation
in his latter years at the Ahmed Baba
Institute of Higher Learning and
Islamic Research, but he had made

Not Your Ordinary
Librarian: Debunking
the Popular Perceptions
of Librarians
by Ashanti White
Oxford, Cambridge,
New Delhi: Chandos, 2012.
ISBN: 978-1843346708. $80
Reviewed by Wendy Scott

N

ow that Batgirl is the most
famous television librarian, has
the old stereotype of a librarian (a
middle-aged, hair-in-a-bun spinster
with a forbidding expression) been
replaced? Ashanti White does not
think it has — and she thinks it
must be, if librarians are to get the
respect and support of the public.

his fortune before that, ensuring a
legacy for Abdel and his 11 siblings.
As it turned out, part of Abdel’s
inheritance was the distinction of
being named custodian of the family
library, which included some 40,000
manuscripts. Many families in Mali
have had manuscripts hidden away
in metal containers, storage bins,
and caves. They date from the 16thcentury golden age in Timbukto,
when the culture was rich and
before the country was invaded by
outsiders. Until UNESCO began
work to form the Ahmed Baba
Institute in 1964 to preserve Malian
culture, there was no organized
effort to preserve these manuscripts
or central place to keep them.
Joshua Hammer’s book is the wholly
riveting story of the circumstances
that changed a modest man into a
titan of manuscript preservation.

Starting in 1984 Abdel
Kader Haidara travelled the land
to find manuscripts, finagled ways
to get libraries for them, and then
rescued the manuscripts from those
very libraries when Islamist extremists
threatened to destroy them. He
had saved 400,000 irreplaceable
manuscripts from termites, mould,
and water damage only to have to
move them out of the way of an
even more destructive enemy.
Reading Bad-Ass Librarians
will introduce you to the legacy
of a small but fascinating country,
change the way you look at Africa
and Islamic culture, and reveal what
one man can do to save his culture.
It is an eye-opening book; thanks
to Hammer’s personal experiences,
style, and extensive research, it is
also an absolutely bad-ass read.
Highly recommended.

Ashanti White (an author, poet,
MLIS from University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, PhD in
Transformative Studies from California
Institute of Integral Studies) begins her
examination of the librarian image by
describing her own early experience in
a public library, where her appearance
as an African-American in “brightly
colored, frequently changing hair …
blatant tattoos, and eccentric clothing”
attracted and baffled her adolescent
users, who asked her, “where’s the
glasses and the bun?” She was nothing
like their idea of a librarian. Her
youth and style made her far more
accessible to those users than most
of her middle-aged, conventionally
dressed colleagues, she suggests.
Much of her research is a study of
portrayals of librarians in the media:
movies, television shows, and literature
— both positive and negative. Four

appendices provide lists of films
featuring librarians, and a fifth lists
some “good librarian websites.” How
true are these portrayals? Not many,
she says, and images matter. When
the real qualifications and capabilities
of librarians are not made clear, the
profession suffers: in the quality of
service libraries support, in the public’s
use of those services, in the funding
libraries receive from their communities
and organizations, and in the difficulty
of recruiting the best-qualified and
more diverse candidates into the field.
Not Your Ordinary Librarian, one of
a Chandos series “aimed at the busy
information professional,” is designed as
a reference tool for practising librarians.
It is also a textbook for Information
Studies students, particularly
those planning to work in public
libraries, and contains suggestions
for changing old stereotypes.
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Community-Led Librarianship: Spreading the World
By Sam Coghlan

I

continue to call myself a librarian,
albeit a “retired librarian,” because
I continue to believe in inclusion
— not just that my communities
should make room for everybody, but
also that every individual should be
enabled to participate in community
on whatever terms they choose
(within the law, of course). Librarians
are about equity, empowerment,
and intellectual freedom. Now —
not only as a librarian, but also
as a community member who
believes in equity, empowerment,
and intellectual freedom —
I welcome the community-led
librarianship (CLL) movement.
CLL, to me, means libraries trying
harder to “get it right” — to not
only listen to their community, but
to hear what is said and to act on
it. CLL means letting community
members help decide and design what
their library will do, moving beyond
outreach to collaboration. CLL means
trying to include everybody by doing
more than saying “all are welcome,”
by also going out to wherever people
are. CLL especially means building
relationships with people who don’t
usually use libraries and learning
their culture and language in order
to ask them, in ways they can
understand, how their library might
help. CLL means not only listening
to their answers, but also including
them in the decision making.
I first became aware of CLL about
a decade ago when, at conferences, I
heard of a federal government grant
that four urban public library systems
(Halifax, Regina, Toronto, Vancouver)
were using to learn how to better
serve marginalized populations. What
I recall most vividly is hearing the
librarians involved in the project

“

Librarians had
to leave their
libraries, learn the
culture and the
language of the
people they were
hoping to reach.
describe how building relationships
with the marginalized required that
librarians stretch well outside their
comfort levels. Librarians had to
leave their libraries, learn the culture
and the language of the people they
were hoping to reach, and go way
beyond the middle-class culture
and typical rules-based solutions
of traditional librarianship. A tool
kit (www.librariesincommunities.
ca/resources/Community-Led_
Libraries_Toolkit.pdf ) ensued.
CLL means librarians and
libraries learning how to survive
in a new culture that is somewhat
alien. It reminds me of the work of
Dr. Ruby Payne and her Bridges
Out of Poverty approach, which
recognizes that people moving from
one class to another must leave behind
aspects of the old and make changes
to their lifestyle that may be painful
and are best accomplished with
the aid of a mentor (Bridges Out of
Poverty: Strategies for Professionals and
Communities by Ruby K. Payne, Philip
E. DeVol and Terie Dreussi Smith).
I’m heartened that many libraries
serving communities of various sizes
across Canada are implementing
CLL, and not just the four library
systems involved in the original grant.

I haven’t undertaken research to
compare how CLL is being unfolded,
but I understand that there are several
local or regional tool kits developed
or under development. An early
proponent of the CLL approach from
Great Britain, John Pateman, is now
the CEO of the Thunder Bay Public
Library in Ontario, and has been quite
active in promoting CLL adoption.
His five blog posts to the CommunityLed Library Service Network at
clacommunityled.wordpress.com/
resources/ illustrate the fact that
changing the culture of a library is
not a simple process. Each post deals
with a different aspect: strategy, staff
structure, service culture, service
structure, and systems. Pateman
also edits a CLL column, “Open
for All?” in the online newsletter of
the Ontario Library Association,
Open Shelf (www.open-shelf.ca/).
The Community-Led Libraries
Committee of the Ontario Library
Association will be hosting its second
Community-Led Libraries Think
Tank this fall. See accessola.org/
web/OLA/OPLA/Committees/
Community-Led_Libraries/
OLA/OPLA/CommunityLed_Libraries_Committee.aspx.
CLL does call for a shakeup in
a librarianship culture that can
sometimes be complacently middleclass. I agree wholeheartedly with
the aims, but I am also impressed
by the extent to which librarians are
spreading the world, sharing best
practices, and helping each other out.
I see the state of librarian culture as
a glass half full (or more). Hopefully,
via community-led librarianship, the
best that librarians have to offer will
permeate into hitherto forgotten
corners of our communities. n

When You Move
When you move, please remember to send your new address to Ex Libris Association,
Faculty of Information, University of Toronto, 140 St. George St., Toronto, ON M5S 3G6.
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British Columbia
News

By Guy Robertson

This summer
Vancouver Public
Library (VPL) offered
an extensive series of
programs in the Central
Library’s Inspiration
Lab. Patrons were invited to learn
more about basic digitization, audio
editing, sound and video recording,
desktop publishing, vlogging (video
blogging), and Photoshop. Very
popular were the 90-minute sessions
on self-publishing, concentrating
on developing and disseminating
e-books. Outside the Inspiration
Lab, VPL invited patrons to sign
up for workshops on crowdfunding,
mobile apps, and LinkedIn. For those
interested in creative writing and
language, there were workshops on
writing for teens and public speaking.
Outside the Central Library, VPL
branches organized a well-received
series of children’s programs. For the
very young, there were the Babytime,
Toddler Storytime, and Pyjama
Storytime programs. Notably successful
was Man in the Moon, which featured
language play for fathers (or male
caregivers) and their infants.
The University of British Columbia
(UBC) Library announced winners of
the UBC Library Recognition Awards.
Jeremy Buhler, an assessment librarian,
won the Employee Excellence Award
for his subject expertise and strong
focus on his work. Phoebe Chow,
an Asian Library program services
assistant, has been selected as this
year’s Unsung Hero for her unwavering
commitment and positive attitude to
her work. This year’s Innovation Award
went to Meghan Waitt, Collections
Management Coordinator in the
library’s Central Technical Services,
for her outstanding problem solving
and guidance during library branch
moves over the last few years and in
the implementation of new software.
Following the UK’s Brexit
referendum, several B.C. academic and

public libraries have received inquiries
from British librarians regarding
job openings. These librarians are
mostly recent graduates of British
library science programs, although a
couple have decades of experience in
administration, technical services, and
collection development. When asked
why he wanted to work in Vancouver,
one job seeker noted that “it’s a long
way from London, and one can watch
whales from the beaches.” Another
preferred to work in Victoria because
“there are fewer bears there than in
the mountains.” A young cataloguer
said that she was well-prepared to
live and work in B.C. because “it
rains often in Manchester, and [she
is] used to the damp.” The grass is
always greener on distant lawns.

Prairies News

By Alvin M. Schrader

Edmonton Public
Library has received
approval for a major
renovation of its
downtown Stanley
A. Milner Library, to
start in 2017. Design plans more than
triple the children’s library space, and
include a separate makerspace, Lego
feature, indoor playground for kids,
and the main makerspace, as well as
quiet reading and study areas beside
banks of windows. A two storey–tall
interactive digital display screen,
modeled after Australia’s University of
Queensland Library, is also planned,
as is a private day-care space. During
construction the library will relocate
to downtown space owned by the
University of Alberta. Renovation
costs are estimated at $62.5 million.
Reopening is scheduled for 2020.
Calgary Public Library
hosted its 42nd annual Volunteer
Recognition Event as part of
National Volunteer Week in
April. More than 2,500 volunteers
contributed about 57,000 volunteer
hours last year — an estimated
economic value of $1.5 million.
In 2016 Universal Music Canada

donated the entire EMI Music
Canada archive to the University
of Calgary Library. During its 63
years, EMI signed or distributed
more than 200 Canadian artists of
many musical genres. The collection
includes 18,000 video recordings,
21,000 audio recordings, and two
million photographs and documents,
as well as demo tapes, album-cover
art, and publicity photos. It’s expected
to take three years to transfer and
catalogue the archive before it can
be offered online and on campus.
University College of the North
(UCN) and the Mathias Colomb
Cree Nation in Manitoba opened
the UCN/Pukatawagan Public
Library in March 2016, in the third
such partnership formed by UCN.
Last June Manitoba Education
Resources Library celebrated 100
years of service, while Thompson
Public Library celebrated 50 years.
The Manitoba Libraries Working
Group, chaired by Manitoba Library
Association (MLA) President
Alix-Rae Stefanko, is exploring
the amalgamation of the province’s
major library associations: MLA,
the Manitoba Association of
Library Technicians, the Manitoba
School Library Association, and
the Manitoba Library Trustees
Association. A town hall meeting was
held at the 2016 Manitoba Libraries
Conference in May; another is
scheduled for September. Slides from
the first town hall and the terms of
reference for the working group are
posted at mla.mb.ca/mblibraries.
The 2016 Saskatchewan Libraries
Conference celebrated the 20th
anniversary of The Libraries
Co-operation Act. Read about the
Saskatchewan Multitype Library
Board, created by the act, at journal.
lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/perj/article/
view/3547. Watch the conference
keynote speaker Joseph Boyden at
youtube.com/watch?v=iP627swi-1I.
The Saskatchewan Library
Association is planning a ground-
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breaking project for early 2017, One
Book, One Province Saskatchewan,
with the theme Tolerance and
Understanding. The goal is to increase
literacy and to establish a reading
culture by providing opportunities
for residents to become more socially
engaged in their community through
a shared story. The project also aims
to promote the value of libraries
and literacy organizations, while
raising their profile in the province.

Ontario News

By Vivienne James

In response to
customer demand
and the board’s vision
for more open hours,
Toronto Public
Library (TPL) will
open six more branches on Sundays
from September to June, and eight
branches will be the first to begin
year-round Sunday service. Expanding
Sunday service supports the City
of Toronto’s Poverty Reduction
Strategy by extending access to
essential services including space,
technology, and information.
With funding from Google.org
and the City of Toronto, TPL has
instituted an innovative WiFi-hotspot
lending-library program to give
Torontonians free Internet at home.
The pilot program has started in
six branches located in designated
Neighbourhood Improvement Areas,
which serve large numbers of lowincome households that are unlikely
to have Internet access at home. “We
need programs like this one to help
close the digital divide,” said Vickery
Bowles, City Librarian. Mayor John
Tory said, “We are choosing to invest
in people by providing Internet access
to neighbourhoods which need it most.
The program will give our vulnerable
residents the opportunity to look for
jobs, do homework or use city services.”
Ottawa Public Library has released
the list of twelve candidate sites to be
evaluated as the best possible location
for its planned flagship Ottawa

Central Library. In June a special
day of learning activities around the
theme of sustainability was held to
mark the Silver LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
certification for the Beaverbrook
Branch. Some notable qualifying
features for certification include:
energy-efficient mechanical
systems, daylight harvesting, solarshading devices, and much more.
The winner of the 2016 Forest
of Reading Golden Oak Award is
Residential Schools: With the Words
and Images of Survivors by Larrie
Loyie, co-authored by Wayne K.
Spear and Constance Brissenden
(Indigenous Education Press, 2014).
Hamilton Reads — in the spirit
of Canada Reads — selected the
latter’s 2016 winner in an attempt to
connect with book lovers and build
community. The Illegal by Lawrence
Hill (HarperCollins, 2015) tells the
story of the plight of undocumented
refugees and asylum seekers.
A piece of Toronto history has
found a new home at McMaster
University’s William Ready Division
of Archives and Research Collections.
A newspaper column headlined “Why
can’t the Queen shop Honest Ed’s?”
was written during a royal visit in the
1980s by award-winning journalist and
McMaster alumnus Gary Lautens. A
poster-size version, which hung for
30-plus years outside Honest Ed’s,
was presented to Lautens’s widow
by David Mirvish and she, in turn,
donated it to the Lautens archive.
Recipients of the Ontario
Association of Architects New
Library Building Award this July
were Centennial College Ashtonbee
Campus Renewal & Library (MJMA),
TPL Fort York Branch Library
(KPMB Architects), Haliburton
County Public Library (HavenCraft
Designs), TPL Scarborough Civic
Centre Branch (LGA Architectural
Partners with Phillip H. Carter),
and Ryerson University Student
Learning Centre (Zeidler Partnership
Architects with Snøhetta).

Quebec News

By Pierre Guilmette and
Peter F. McNally

After damage to the
building had led to its
closing in 2010, Quebec
City reopened the
Bibliothèque JeanBaptiste Duberger in
July 2016. Renovated
with the assistance of a
$240,000 investment,
it now contains 20,000
volumes, along with
eight computer stations to serve the
Duberger neighbourhood where many
citizens do not have Internet access
at home. Quebec City has seen an
increase in library use, with loans to
youth increasing by 64 percent in 2015.
By 2020 an increase in subscribers
to the public library network is
expected to rise by 35 to 40 percent.
The Université Laval Library has
highlighted the 400th anniversary of
William Shakespeare’s death with
an exhibition held from April 22 to
October 21, 2016. A dozen old books
drawn from the library collections
are displayed, along with engravings
illustrating some of his best-known
works such as Macbeth, Romeo and
Juliette, and Hamlet.
L’Association des bibliothécaires du
Québec/Quebec Library Association
(ABQLA) held its 84th annual
conference, May 4, at the Gelber
Conference Centre, Montreal.
The theme was “Bibliothèques En
Mouvement/Libraries Moving Forward.”
The incoming President of ABQLA is
Leticia Cuenca, Jewish Public Library.
Chris Lyons, Head Librarian, Osler
Library of the History of Medicine,
McGill University, was elected to the
Grolier Club, the oldest society for book
collectors, scholars, and bibliophiles
in the United States. He is also guest
editor of “Medical Examinations:
Book History at the Osler Library of
the History of Medicine,” a special
issue (Vol. 53, No. 2) Papers of the
Bibliographical Society of Canada.
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Maritimes News

By Tanja Harrison

Nova Scotia public
libraries and museums
teamed up to offer
the first-ever ‘culture
pass,’ a downloadable,
electronic pass to gain regular
admission (one adult or one family)
to all 28 Nova Scotia museum sites
from June 1 to September 5. The
pilot program provided the pass for
a three-week period, free of charge
with a public library card. To date,
the initiative has seen high demand.
The fifth annual One Book
Nova Scotia title will have been
announced by the time of printing,
and various libraries across the
province will be hosting awardwinning Newfoundland author Donna
Morrissey for a fall reading tour of her
book, The Deception of Livvy Higgs.
Cape Breton University (CBU)
celebrated the opening of its new wind
farm, and university representatives
claim it is now the first carbon-neutral
university in the world. CBU also
drew international attention for its
open-access, online course, MIKM
2701: Learning from Knowledge
Keepers of Mi’kma’ki. The first
streamed class drew 15,000 people,
and the course Twitter feed trended
top 10 in Canada for 12 weeks.
On New Brunswick Literacy Day,
Post-Secondary Education, Training
and Labour Minister Francine
Landry announced that the province
was investing in a pilot project to
promote literacy and lifelong learning.
Beginning May 1, 2016, the provincial
government is investing almost
$1 million per year to cover extra
staffing costs, to allow the following
libraries to open every day: Saint John
Free Public Library, Moncton Public
Library, Fredericton Public Library,
Campbellton Centennial Library, and
Mgr. W.J. Conway Public Library.
Thanks to a grant from its alumni
foundation, Prince Edward Island’s

Holland College is anticipating a new
digital literacy space at Charlottetown
Confederation Centre Public
Library, which promises state-ofthe-art technology in a comfortable,
flexible, and collaborative environment.
Construction coincides with a new
bookable service for students and
faculty — three mobile-charging
carts each with 20 iPads, one cart
for each Holland College Library
location, to provide on-demand
computer-app labs for instruction.
Robertson Library has announced
the KindredSpaces project, an
online discovery tool to explore
the digitized L.M. Montgomery
Research Collections housed in the
library at the University of Prince
Edward Island (UPEI). The site,
which features the Ryrie-Campbell
collection donated by Dr. Donna
Jane Campbell, was launched at the
international L.M. Montgomery
Institute Biennial Conference held
in P.E.I. Dive into Montgomery’s
world at kindredspaces.ca.
Attention stargazers — there’s a
new telescope in town! UPEI and
the amateur sidewalk astronomers
of Charlottetown group have
partnered with the Charlottetown
Public Library to offer a six-inch
Dobsonian reflecting telescope
for one-week loans. The metrehigh telescope requires assembly
but comes with instructions and a
step-by-step YouTube video created
especially for the project. And you
thought museum passes were popular
— sign me up for that wait list!

Newfoundland &
Labrador News

By Dick Ellis
Elsewhere in this
issue (see article on page
6), faithful readers will
find a reflection on the
public library situation
here. Just as there was
no Alberta story —
recently — except the Fort McMurray
fires, there is no story out of this

province except that of our libraries.

News from Canadian
Library/Information
Studies Schools

Compiled by Judy Dunn

University of British
Columbia, School
of Library, Archival
and Information
Studies (SLAIS)
By Guy Robertson
SLAIS welcomed two new tenuretrack faculty members. Dr. Jennifer
Douglas (Archival Science) conducts
research into areas such as personal
papers and literary archives, archival
arrangement and description, the
history of archival theory, and online
communities. Currently she is the
editor of Archivaria, the journal of the
Association of Canadian Archivists.
Dr. Muhammad Abdul-Mageed
(Information and Media Studies)
has interests in social media, natural
language processing, and machine
learning. At present he is a fellow at
the Center of Computer-Mediated
Communication at Indiana University.
In April, as a parting gift to her SLAIS
colleagues, staff members, and students,
retiring Professor Judi Saltman
laid out four tables in the school’s
common space and loaded them with
books and other materials that she
had collected during her career. In
the ensuing acquisitional frenzy, the
tables emptied quickly. Saltman was
delighted that her beloved treasures
had found new homes. SLAIS
administrators were relieved that there
were no casualties during the event.
University of Alberta, School
of Library and Information
Studies (SLIS)
By Toni Samek
SLIS welcomed new Assistant
Professor Dr. Keren Dali,
Postdoctoral Fellow Dr. Angela
Pollak, and our inaugural
Communications and Assessment
professional, Marjorie Henderson.
Meanwhile, 46 students convocated

16
in June 2016, including the first 20
online students to complete their
MLIS fully online and our first
combined MBA/MLIS graduate.
Incoming student Kayla Lar-Son will
spend the summer in an indigenousstudent internship at University
of Alberta Libraries. Students and
faculty presented at seven different
societies at the Congress of the
Humanities and Social Sciences,
reflecting the diversity of our research.
A paper published in the
recent issue of the Journal of the
Association for Information Science
and Technology ranked SLIS as
one of the top-40 departments in
the world that contribute to the
LIS literature. The research paper
entitled, “Disciplinary, National and
Departmental Contributions to the
Literature of Library and Information
Science 2007–2015,” makes use
of 31 journals from 2007 to 2012.
SLIS radiates a positive energy!
Western University, Faculty of
Information and Media Studies
By Becky Blue
Good wishes were extended this
summer to Rosanne Greene, longtime
Manager of Graduate Student
Services, as she retired on June 30,
2016. Greene held her position
for 17 years, and played a vital role
in maintaining Western’s highly
successful MLIS co-op program. The
relationships that she developed with
employers through personal contact
and site visits will continue to serve
students well for many years to come.
With Greene’s retirement, Brandi
Borman (MLIS, 2002) has stepped
into the manager’s role, bringing
her experience from previous
positions with Western University
and Huron University College.
Another exciting development
saw the Graduate Resource Centre
library implement TOR technology
and launch a TOR relay — a first for
Canadian libraries. The relay is part
of a larger campaign to train students
in open-source software and in the
use of privacy- and data-security
tools, and speaks to the foundational
values of the library profession.
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University of Toronto,
Faculty of Information
By Kathleen O’Brien
Professor Wendy Duff has been
named to a two-year term as our
ninth dean. Professors Jeremy Packer,
Sarah Sharma, Alex Hanna, Olivier
St-Cyr, and Periklis Andritsos have
joined us. Renovations to our fourth
and fifth floors are well under way for
September. This fall, an inaugural class
of corporate and business professionals
will take Canada’s first Executive
Master of Information (MI) program
in Information Systems & Design
(ISD-E). The Coach House Institute
has been renamed The McLuhan
Centre for Culture and Technology.
Professor Patrick Keilty co-edited
the latest journal, Library Trends, the
first LIS journal dedicated entirely
to race, gender, or sexuality. Students
Alicia Dotiwalla and Jennifer Yang
are in Paris, interning at UNESCO,
as part of the first course-credit
internship placement program of its
kind in Canada. Professor Chun Wei
Choo won a prestigious 2016 JJ Berry
Smith Doctoral Supervision Award
at U of T, where he has supervised 14
percent of the faculty’s PhD graduates
over the past twenty-four years.
University of Ottawa,
School of Information Studies
By Mary Cavanagh
University of Ottawa’s École des
sciences de l’information/School
of Information Studies (ÉSIS)
continues to grow, following successful
American Library Association
accreditation in 2014. Professor
Mary Cavanagh has been appointed
acting director for 2016/17, during
which period ÉSIS will also be
conducting an international search
for a director to begin a threeyear term starting July 2017.
Dr. Heather Morrison’s research
project on open-access scholarship,
“Sustaining the Knowledge
Commons,” was renewed until
2017. Dr. Inge Alberts was awarded
an SSHRC Insight Development
Grant to explore automated email
classification and institutional IM
policies. Professors Marina Pavlovic

(uOttawa Common Law) and Mary
Cavanagh received a grant from the
Law Foundation of Ontario to map
telecom consumers’ information
behaviours in the context of CRTC’s
Wireless Code. ÉSIS 2016 graduates
took up positions in the LIS field
in public- and private-sector
organizations in the National Capital
Region, New Brunswick, and northern
Ontario communities.
McGill University,
School of Information Studies
By Peter F. McNally
Professor Benjamin Fung has
been awarded a Canada Research
Chair (CRC Tier 2) in Data Mining
for Cybersecurity. He aims to
enhance the data-sharing and datamining capabilities for health-care
and cyber-security professionals.
The award is a $100,000 annual
grant over five years. PhD student
Fei Shu has received a FRQSC
Doctoral Fellowship, in support of his
research on the difference between
Web of Science and local Chinese
bibliometric databases. His study
will assist understanding of whether
international bibliometric databases
can be used to evaluate national
research performance. The School has
introduced three 15-credit graduate
certificate degrees, designed for
students or professionals holding a
bachelor’s degree or higher: Graduate
Certificate in Digital Archives
Management, Graduate Certificate
in Information & Knowledge
Management and Graduate Certificate
in Information Architecture.
Université de Montréal,
École de bibliothéconomie et des
sciences de l’information (EBSI)
By Isabelle Bourgey
Among the various research projects
that EBSI’s faculty worked on last
year, one was very close to national
news. In the fall of 2015, as Canada
had the longest federal election
campaign in its history, political
parties produced a large number of
official documents. However, the
proliferation of documents made
their analysis more complex for both
political scientists and voters. This
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was the context in which the project
“Les mots de la campagne” was led
by Professor Dominic Forest and
his research team. The objective of
this project was to apply text-mining
methods to official documents
published during the 2015 campaign,
to automatically extract information
that would have been much more
difficult to extract manually. The
results of this project (in French)
can be found on the website
www.lesmotsdelacampagne.com.

Milestones
Obituaries
Adele Annett died on August 2, 2016,
in Toronto. Following her graduation
from the University of Toronto’s
(U of T) School of Library Science
in 1961, Adele took a position at
the St. Michael’s College John M.
Kelly Library. In 1966 she joined
the cataloguing department in the
main library at U of T, where she
worked until her retirement in 1994.
Wendy Blue died on June 7, 2016, at
age 47. She graduated from McGill
University with an MLS and worked
for many years at Novartis and
McGill University Health Centre
Montreal Neurological Institute.
Françoise Cameron (née Pluvinage)
died on May 5, 2016, in St Boniface,
Man. She taught French in many
different places (The University
of Winnipeg, Alliance Française,
MIELS). She completed an MA in
French literature at the University of
Manitoba. Later, she trained as a library
technician and worked in that capacity
at École Belmont and Victory School
in the Seven Oaks School Division.
Clarisse Cardin died August 9,
2016, at age 98, in Saint-Sauveur
des Monts, Que. She held various
positions at the National Library of

Dalhousie University, School of
Information Management (SIM)
By Sandra Toze
Dr. Sandra Toze has been appointed
as director of SIM for a five-year
term. Dr. Bertrum MacDonald
finished his term as interim dean of
the Faculty of Management (FOM).
Along with his EIUI research team,
MacDonald published a book, Science,
Information, and Policy Interface
for Effective Coastal and Ocean
Management. Dr. Louise Spiteri is
back from her sabbatical, during which
she edited and contributed to a new
book Managing Metadata in Web-scale
Discovery Systems. Spiteri is currently

the President of the Association for
Library and Information Science
Education. Dr. Vivian Howard was
elected president of the Canadian
Association for Information Science,
and has been reappointed as Associate
Dean, Academic, FOM. In June,
SIM Faculty member Ryan Whalen,
defended his PhD dissertation entitled
Knowledge Recombination, Diffusion,
and Research Team Composition:
Understanding 21st-Century Innovation
at Northwestern University, where
he concurrently completed his JD
degree. MLIS student Alison Brown
was awarded the 2016 Stephanie
Downs Memorial Award.

By Merlyn Beeckmans, with contributions from Frances Davidson-Arnott

Canada (now Library and Archives
Canada), including Chief of Subject
Analysis, Chef intérimaire, Division
de la bibliographie nationale, and
Chef de la Division du catalogue
systématique de la Bibliothèque
nationale. She was involved in
professional activities, including
with The Bibliographical Society of
Canada, and was Secretary of the
Canadian Committee on Cataloguing.
She was the author of a frequently
cited work, “Bio-bibliographie de
Marius Barbeau,” Archives de folklore,
publications de l’Université Laval, Vol.
II, 1947, prepared for the diploma of
librarian at the École de Bibliothécaires
of the University of Montréal.
Mavis Olive Cariou died on April 17,
2016, in Toronto. She was a Professor
of Library Studies at the University of
Toronto for many years and a valued
member of Ex Libris Association.
Onil Dupuis died on August 10,
2016, at age 66, in Montréal. For
35 years he was head of the university
libraries section at La Conférence
des recteurs et des principaux des
universités du Québec. He also
worked with the Corporation des
bibliothécaires professionnels du
Québec, the 48th World Congress of
the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions, and

the Association pour l’avancement
des sciences et des techniques de
documentation (ASTED). Awarded
the Canadian Association of Research
Libraries Award of Merit in 2011,
he received a Lieutenant Governor
of Québec Award in 2014.
Paul Dumond died on January 2,
2016, at age 68, in Cornwall, Ont.
After working as a teacher/librarian
at St Lawrence School (now École
secondaire La Citadelle) from 1970
to 2001, he began a new career as a
law librarian at SD&G Law Library.
Ingrid Ilse Epp (née Neufeld) died on
June 25, 2016, at age 78. She completed
her BLS and MLS at the University
of Toronto (U of T). Epp became
University College (UC) Librarian at
U of T in the late 1970s, after the UC
Library had been without a librarian for
several years, and most of its collection
had been transferred to Robarts Library.
She re-established the UC Library
and built a collection to support the
college’s academic programs. For several
years prior to her retirement in 1993,
much of her time was devoted to the
newly acquired Purdy Collection:
more than 3,000 volumes of Canadian
literature collected by the poet Al
Purdy. Completing an MA in history
just prior to her retirement in 1993,
Epp embarked on a new project to
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catalogue the Peter J. Braun Russian
Mennonite Archive, publishing a
finding guide and book of translations.
Donalda Ewart Badone (née Hastie)
died on July 26, 2016, at age 88. She
earned a BLS from the University of
Toronto and also qualified as a teacher.
She worked as a teacher/librarian at
Drewry Public School, North York, Ont.
Badone also helped organize Scholastic
Book Fairs and reviewed many
children’s books for library journals.
Helen Kathleen Gray died on
June 13, 2016, at age 96. She held a
Library Science degree from Simon
Fraser University and spent 20 happy
years working there as a librarian.
Graham R. Hill died on April
13, 2016, at age 70. He served as
University Librarian at McMaster
University. He was a copyright expert
and a respected leader of the Ontario
Council of University Libraries.
Jim Ingram died on May 30, 2016,
at age 69, in Toronto. He worked in
the University of Toronto Science and
Medicine Library in the late 1970s
and early 1980s before being hired as
the photographer in the Department
of Preservation Services where, in
1984, he became supervisor of the
Reprographics Section, producing
microfilm and microfiche of brittle
books. As a result of his experience,
Ingram wrote Guidelines for preservation
microfilming in Canadian libraries,
which was published in 1993 by the
National Library of Canada (now
Library and Archives Canada).
John Willard Kilgour died on March
9, 2016, at age 75. He attended
McGill University and worked at the
University of Toronto Libraries.
Diana Lim died on August 2,
2016, at age 68. She had a fulfilling
career as a librarian at the National
Library of Canada (now Library
and Archives Canada).
Margaret ( Joyce) MacIntosh died on
June 6, 2016, at age 90. She graduated
from St. Francis Xavier University
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(BSC 1946) then received her BLS
in 1967 from the University of
British Columbia. She worked for the
Canadian Department of Agriculture
from 1946 to 1967, then moved to
the libraries division, which provided
selective dissemination of agricultural
information to research stations
and headquarters across Canada.
J. MacRee (Mac) Elrod died on
June 16, 2016, at age 84, in Victoria.
He was director of Special Libraries
Cataloguing in Victoria since 1979.
Prior to that, he held library positions
at the University of British Columbia,
Ohio Wesleyan University, and Central
Methodist University. He received his
MLS from Peabody College in 1960.
Patrick Jerome ( Jerry) Malone died on
March 10, 2016, at age 75, in Windsor.
Malone started at the University of
Windsor as a librarian trainee in
August 1969, rising through the ranks
to become a Librarian IV in 1981, a
position he held until his retirement
in August 2000. He was a member of
the Essex County Historical Society.
Elizabeth (Bette) Mogan died on
May 10, 2016, at age 97, in Toronto.
She was a retired teacher-librarian for
the Toronto District School Board.
Mary Roddy died on May 9, 2016, at
age 64. She held a BA (1975) and an
MLIS (1991) from the University of
Toronto. She won a Canadian Library
Association award for her article
“Libraries and AIDS Education.”
Her work life included a time at
the Centre for Industrial Relations
Library, followed by membership in a
research team at the Gerstein Science
Information Centre until 1997. Then
she joined the staff at Robarts Library.
Niva Rowan died on August 2,
2015, at age 86, in Toronto. She
worked as a teacher-librarian with
the Durham Region School Board,
and was responsible for setting up
the first libraries for the Durham
Region Board of Education.
Wiebke Smythe (née Pusch) died
August 16, 2016, at age 81, in

Toronto. She was the lead volunteer
at The Library Book Room, Robarts
Library, University of Toronto
(U of T), and was an active member
of the alumni association at the
U of T Faculty of Information and
a member of Ex Libris Association.
Jean Tener died on May 5, 2016, at age
85, in Calgary. After receiving a BA and
an MA in history from the University
of Alberta, she joined the Department
of Rare Books and Special Collections
at the University of Calgary, eventually
serving as University Archivist.
Kathryn (Kathy) Therrien died
on April 16, 2016, in Toronto.
She worked at Toronto Public
Library. Her specialty was film.
Murray John Waddington died on
March 30, 2016, at age 71, in Ottawa.
He held a BEd and a BFA from the
University of Saskatchewan, and a BLS
from the University of Toronto. His
long career included being a cataloguer
and reference librarian at the Murray
Library (University of Saskatchewan),
cataloguer and Head of Technical
Services (National Gallery of Canada),
Reference and Collection Development
Librarian (Toronto Reference
Library, Fine Arts Department),
and Associate Librarian and later
Chief Librarian (National Gallery
of Canada, Library and Archives).
Doreen Westgarth died on February
29, 2016, at age 88, in Vancouver.
She held a BA and an MLS from
the University of British Columbia
— degrees earned while being the
mother of three young children.
She enjoyed her work as a librarian
at Vancouver Public Library.
Jim Whitridge died on August
28, 2016, at age 91, in Ottawa. A
veteran of World War II, he was a
career civil servant and librarian at
what was then the federal Ministry
of Labour. An avid gardener, patron
of the National Arts Centre, and
choral singer, he earned a 25-year
Ontario Volunteer Service Award for
his work with Meals on Wheels and
Vistas, a community newspaper.
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Varna Zenier Wilmeth died on July
23, 2016, at age 91, in Santa Fe, NM.
She lived in Ottawa, and for many years
was a librarian at Carleton University.
Barbara (Rae) Yeates died on April
30, 2016, at age 89, in Toronto. She
earned an MLS from the University of
Retirements
Toronto and then worked at Hamilton
Public Library as a reference librarian.
Rita Campbell, Liaison and
Special Projects Librarian, and
former University Librarian of St.
Francis Xavier University (StFX),
was honoured at a retirement
reception at StFX this spring.
Rudi Denham, CEO at St. Thomas
Public Library since 2006, announced
her forthcoming retirement at the
library’s January board meeting. The
flexible date depends on the progress
of the upcoming library building
project, which is planned for 2017.
She said, “I’ve been a professional
librarian in three different provinces
for 36 years, and for over 25 of those
years I’ve served as CEO.” In 2014 she
received the Ontario Public Library
Association Special Recognition Award
for being the ten-year editor of one
of their newsletters called HoOPLA.
Patrick Ellis, Associate University
Librarian (Resources) and head of
the W. K. Kellogg Health Sciences
Library at Dalhousie, retired at the end
of June after 36 successful years with
Dal. Before retiring he was presented
the award for merit from the Canadian
Health Libraries Association.
Mark Haslett is retiring after 20 years
at the University of Waterloo. He
was Associate University Librarian,
Information Services. He initiated
TRELLIS, a shared cataloguing venture
with the University of Guelph and
Wilfrid Laurier University. He was
also involved with digital learning
through such groups as Canadian
Research Knowledge Network.

Trina O’Brien Leggott, Chief
Librarian at the Confederation
Centre Public Library, Prince Edward
Island Public Library Service,
retired this summer after a long and
successful career in public libraries.
Penny Logan retired on October 30,
2015, as Manager of Library Services,
Nova Scotia Health Sciences Library,
after a 30-year career in health and
public libraries. She was presented
with the Atlantic Provinces Library
Association Advocacy Award last year to
recognize her exemplary work in library
promotion, advocacy, and outreach.
Maggie MacDonald retired as CEO
of the Chinook Arch Regional Library
System in September 2015 after 33
years of service. She holds an Honours
BA from Queen’s University, an
MLS from the University of Toronto
and an MA in history from York
University. She chaired the Alberta
Public Library Electronic Network
(APLEN) Standing Committee
from 1999 to 2013. She was also
Second Vice President of the Library
Association of Alberta, 1992 to 1994.
Elaine MacLean, Liaison and
Collection Librarian at St. Francis
Xavier University, was honoured at a
retirement reception at the university
this spring, after a long and active
career in academic libraries. Over
the years Elaine has had many
achievements, including serving as
President of the Atlantic Provinces
Library Association (APLA) and
winning the APLA Merit Award.
Audrey Mark, Director of the
Pahkisimon Nuye?áh Library System,
in northern Saskatchewan, retired
on May 31, 2016, after 36 years of
service. Her many accomplishments
include assisting in the multilingual
Northern Reading Program, and
implementing numerous provincewide library automation programs.
Susan Morley, Ex Libris Association
member, retired as Manager Information
& Knowledge Management, from
CSA Group (Canadian Standards
Association) October 30, 2015,

following 37 years of service during
which she developed many innovative
services. Morley has been professionally
active with several organizations,
including Ontario Association of
Library Technicians/Association des
bibliotechniciens de l’Ontario and
Special Libraries Association (see
her article in this issue, page 7).
Stephen Sloan retired after a diverse
28-year career with the University of
New Brunswick. Sloan held several
roles over the years and leaves as the
head of both the Science & Forestry
and the Engineering & Computer
Science libraries.
Rick Walker, Manager of Library
Services for Winnipeg Public Library,
is retiring after more than 33 years
of service. He oversaw many major
improvements in the system. He also
served as President of the Canadian
Association of Public Libraries and
Awards
has been a member of the Canadian
Urban Libraries Council since 1998.
Betty Harris, Ex Libris Association
member, was made Librarian
Emerita of the University of
the Fraser Valley, June 2016.
Penny Logan, Ex Libris Association
member, was awarded Honourary Life
Membership in the Canadian Health
Libraries Association/Association
des bibliothèques de la santé du
Canada at the association’s conference
in Toronto on May 17, 2016.
Memorial University was the winner
of the 2016 Atlantic Provinces Library
Association Advocacy Award for their
“Check It Out!” program, which aims
to celebrate the importance of libraries
in communities and the culture of
innovative programming and services
at the Queen Elizabeth II Library.
Charlotte Raine, long-standing
member of Saskatchewan School
Library Association and now retired,
and Allan Johnson, retiring Library
Director and CEO of Southeast
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Regional Library in Weyburn, Sask.,
received the 2016 Saskatchewan
Library Association Frances Morrison
Award for outstanding service
to libraries in Saskatchewan.
Crystal Rose is the winner of the 2016
Outstanding Alumni Award from
the Associated Alumni of Dalhousie
University’s School of Information
Management. Rose will receive her
award at the annual welcome reception
on September 28, 2016, in the Rowe
Building on the Dalhousie campus.
Alvin Schrader, Ex Libris Association
member, has been awarded the
2016 CLA Outstanding Service
to Librarianship Award. (See
the article by Frances DavidsonArnott in this issue, page 1.)
Anne Wade, Manager, Information
Specialist and lecturer, Centre for the
Study of Learning and Performance,
Concordia University, has won the
L’Association des bibiliothécaires
du Québec/Quebec Library
Appointments
Association Anne Galler Award
for Outstanding Library Service.
Jennifer Adams, formerly the
Reference and Cataloguing Librarian
at the Sir James Dunn Law Library

ELAN

Number 60/Fall 2016
ISSN 1709-1179
Published twice a year by:
Ex Libris Association
c/o Faculty of Information
University of Toronto
140 St. George St.
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6
www.exlibris.ca
Editor: Jo Calvert
Production: Lauren Hummel
Ontario Library Association
Newsletter Committee:
Merlyn Beeckmans, Frances DavidsonArnott, Judy Dunn, Suzette Giles,

at Dalhousie University, has been
appointed the new University Librarian
of the University of King’s College.
Donna Bourne-Tyson, University
Librarian at Dalhousie University,
is the chair of the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations
from July 2016 to January 2017.
Camille Callison, immediate Past
President of the Manitoba Library
Association, is the indigenous
representative on the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations/
Fédération canadienne des associations
de bibliothèques (CFLA-FCAB)
interim board. The first annual
general meeting for CFLA-FCAB
will take place in early February
2017 during the Ontario Library
Association Super Conference.
Susan Cleyle, formerly Director
of Distance Education, Learning
and Teaching Supports at
Memorial University, has been
appointed University Librarian for
Memorial University Libraries.
Lou Duggan, formerly the Cataloguing
and Metadata Librarian at Saint
Mary’s University, has been appointed
the new University Librarian at
St. Francis Xavier University.
Robin Hepher was appointed CEO
Vivienne James, Jean Weihs
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of Chinook Arch Regional Library
System (Alberta) on October 1, 2015.
He joined the system in 2007 after
three years as Reference Librarian and
then as Electronic Services Librarian
in Lethbridge Public Library. He
received his MLIS from Western
University in 2004. He served as chair
of the Southern Alberta Information
Network, an official Canadian Library
Association (CLA) network for a
number of years, and chaired the CLA
Robert H. Blackburn Distinguished
Paper Award Committee until 2015.
Michael Shires was elected to a
two-year term as President of the
Saskatchewan Library Association
at its 2016 AGM. He is Collection
Development Librarian and Liaison
Librarian for Economics and Indigenous
Studies at the University of Regina.
Alix-Rae Stefanko, President of
the Manitoba Library Association,
has been appointed to the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations/
Fédération canadienne des associations
de bibliothèques (CFLA-FCAB) as
the Prairie Provinces board member
for Manitoba and Saskatchewan;
she is also secretary for the interim
board. Peter Bailey, President of the
Library Association of Alberta, is the
Alberta CLFA-FCAB board member
and vice-chair of the interim board.
ELAN Indexing
ELAN is indexed in two parts. One
index covers the years 1987 to 1999,
issues No. 1–26, and the second
covers the years 2000 to 2009, issues
No. 27–46. (An index for subsequent
issues is planned.)
To access the indexes, go to:
http://www.exlibris.ca/doku.
php?id=elan:newsletter_list.
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