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Touring Calgary Public Library Central
Library (CPL) — Virtually
By Carrol Lunau

O

n May 28, 2021, with
technical assistance from
CPL’s Alexis Apps, 19 ELA
members took to their computers to
tour this stunning library comprising
240,000 square feet and costing almost
$245 million. Interim CEO Sarah
Meilleur gave an informative and
interesting tour, providing insights
into the process used for its design
and new service development, and the
lessons learned during the process.
Reflecting the community it serves,
the building has its own personality.
Immediately after its opening in
November 2018, the library caused
an international sensation. Prior to
the COVID-19 closure, the building
received about two million annual
visitors (between 4,000 and 6,000
per day). Built over an LRT station,
it offers easy access for Calgarians.
The first of four levels is the noisiest,
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with the spaces becoming quieter
as you ascend. Partnerships are key,
and examples include a historian
in residence (in partnership with
Heritage Calgary), a mental health
initiative (in partnership with the
United Way), and a pop-up newsroom
(in partnership with the CBC).
A great deal of consultation and
thought was invested in meeting the
needs of the diverse communities
the library serves. Of special note
are the services developed with the
Indigenous community, including a
quiet space for an Elders’ Guidance
Circle (supported by Suncor Energy
Foundation with Elders’ honoraria
provided by the Calgary Foundation),
and the inclusion of Indigenous
Placemaking throughout the library.
One of the major challenges
was accessibility, with issues such

Continued on page 2
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as a sloped walkway and elevatordoor timing. After thoroughly
auditing the building for accessibility
and implementing numerous
improvements, the library won the

City of Calgary Accessibility Award.
Some of the lessons learned
throughout this major project were:
• trial and test everything in advance,
• do not fully book performance
spaces from day one and allow one
free day a week to troubleshoot
technical issues, and
• ensure that flexibility and
versatility are key.
The pandemic also provided
some lessons for the future:
• Outdoor spaces are important,
and they need to be better
designed and used.
• Individual workspaces and small

meeting rooms will be in demand
and must be accommodated.
• Good airflow for enclosed
spaces should be considered.
Calgary’s Central Library is an
excellent example of how thoughtful
planning, thorough consultation,
innovative services, and striking
architecture can revitalize an
urban neighbourhood.
The only drawback to our virtual
tour was that the traditional aftertour lunch was impossible! Thanks to
Vivienne James for organizing the tour.
To learn more, visit calgarylibrary.
ca/read-learn-and-explore/
central-library. n

can involve personal presence, the
new virtuality will still be with us.
With so many of my own intended
efforts stalled or on hold, I am
encouraged by the initiatives of others.
My thanks to Lorne Bruce and others
in the Biography Project group for
extending their ambit to include the
quick as well as the dead (See the
article by Lorne Bruce in this issue,
page 5), to Christina Wilson for her
recommendations on the W. Kaye
Lamb Award and her organization of
ELA’s input to the Library and Archives
Canada’s Vision 2030 process, and
to Deb Thomas for her engagement
with the CFLA-FCAB Intellectual
Freedom Committee. I should also
note works-in-progress. Christina
Wilson and Donna Burton et al. are
exploring funding sources for student
assistance in digitizing the ELA
archives. Deb Thomas and I have begun
exploring the possibility of establishing
an ELA bursary or scholarship to
help an Indigenous student attend a
library school or a library technician
program. And, while I have stressed
innovation and change, I remind
myself (and you) of the continuity
and connectivity provided by ELAN
(thank you, Frances, and thanks to
all the authors and editors), by Lorne

Bruce on the website, and by Donna
Burton on our Facebook presence.
And by all of us on the listserv.
Late-Breaking News — Christina
Wilson has negotiated our
acceptance into the Internet Archive’s
Community History Web Archiving
Program. Well done, Christina!
Finally, I should note that the AGM
is planned for Monday, November
1, 2021, at 1 p.m. EST via Zoom.
Details about the AGM and the fall
conference will be posted to the
listserv as planning proceeds.
This is my last report in ELAN as
President. I want to thank Bob
Henderson for talking (pressuring?)
me into serving. He managed this
by offering to help and buy me a
beer. Still waiting for the beer, but
the help has been abundant and
always available! I am honoured
to have been able to serve with
Jean Weihs and Nancy Williamson
before they relinquished their heavy
duties, with the invaluable Wendy
Newman and Michael Moir, who
also stepped down during my term,
and to have been present as Donna
Burton, Deb Thomas, and Christina
Wilson joined us! It is with pleasure
and confidence that I look forward
to the reign of President Deb. n

President’s Report
By Tom Eadie

I

’d like to begin
by recalling what
I initially saw
as an overarching
goal for ELA during
my term in office
— becoming a truly
national association. At the time,
I saw this as primarily a matter of
membership — recruiting more
western and eastern members,
perhaps building toward a ‘chapter’
structure, with multiple centres of
activity across the country. I am
ashamed to say it took a pandemic
and the need to distance ourselves,
one from the other, to make the
obvious point: that, in addition to
building membership, we must move
more of our activities online. My
thanks to Vivienne James and Deb
Thomas for arranging the spring
virtual tour of the Calgary Central
Library, showing what can be done.
Our step will be a transformed annual
conference and AGM that build on
our novice effort last December.
While I hope and expect that the
COVID-19 pandemic will ultimately
disappear — when we finally achieve
comprehensive vaccination and
general immunity — and future
tours, meetings, and conferences
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ELA 2021 Fall Conference and AGM
Monday, November 1, 2021, at 1 p.m. EST via Zoom
All ELA members are invited to attend. The agenda and supporting documents will be available
in advance and an invitation to join the Zoom meeting will be posted on the listserv.

2021 W. Kaye Lamb Award for Service to Seniors
By Christina Wilson

E

LA invites applications for the
W. Kaye Lamb Award, which is
co-sponsored with the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations/
Fédération canadienne des associations
de bibliothèques. With this award —
named to commemorate Canada’s
first National Librarian, William
Kaye Lamb, OC, FRSC — the two
national library associations recognize
outstanding library service to seniors.
ELA provides a $500 cash prize and a
commemorative plaque, and CFLAFCAB uses its network of library
associations to encourage applicants

from all Canadian library sectors.
Awarded biennially when
merited, it was last presented
in 2018. For this intake, we are
accepting completed applications or
notification of the intention to apply,
by Thursday, September 30, 2021.
During the worldwide pandemic,
we’ve learned of the innovative ways
Canada’s library workers have served
library users, especially seniors.
Libraries have retooled their services
and spaces to comply with COVID-19
protocols to keep people safe, informed,
and connected to their communities.

The W. Kaye Lamb Award for Service
to Seniors will highlight these efforts
and share our colleagues’ expertise
and resilience in service to seniors.
Please encourage your colleagues
to apply for this prestigious award,
so they may share their expertise.
To apply, go to: https://cfla-fcab.ca/
en/programs/w-kaye-lamb-award/.
For more information regarding the
W. Kaye Lamb Award for Service
to Seniors, please contact Christina
Wilson at chriswilson@shaw.ca. n

Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération
canadienne des associations de bibliothèques (CFLA-FCAB) —
the National Voice of Canada’s Library Associations
By Shelagh Paterson, reporting on behalf of the CFLA-FCAB Board of Directors, with information provided
by Todd Kyle, (CFLA-FCAB) Board of Directors

C

FLA–FCAB has published the
following recent initiatives:

• The Final Report of the Canadian
BIBFRAME Readiness (http://
cfla-fcab.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/06/FinalReport-Canadian-BIBFRAMEReadiness-Task-Force.pdf):
The Bibliographic Framework
Initiative (BIBFRAME) “provides
a foundation for the future of
bibliographic description, both
on the web, and in the broader
networked world, that is grounded
in Linked Data techniques” (loc.
gov/bibframe/). The Canadian
BIBFRAME Readiness Task
Force’s mandate was to produce
documentation that outlines the

impact on Canadian libraries
of migrating from MARC
to BIBFRAME, assess the
understanding of and readiness for
BIBFRAME transition in Canadian
libraries, and make recommendations
for how the CFLA–FCAB
Cataloguing and Metadata
Standards Committee/Comité sur
les normes relatives au catalogage
et aux métadonnées and CFLA–
FCAB and Fédération des milieux
documentaires can support Canadian
libraries’ transition to BIBFRAME.
• Copyright Statement (http://
cfla-fcab.ca/en/copyright/
unanimous-supreme-courtof-canada-decision-is-amajor-win-for-education-andlibraries-in-canada-confirms-

tariffs-not-mandatory-andreiterates-users-rights-andfair-dealing-principles/):
On July 30, 2021, the Supreme
Court of Canada released its
judgment in York University v.
Canadian Copyright Licensing
Agency (Access Copyright).
• A call for Immediate Reinstatement
of a Clear Regulatory Exemption
of End-User Content in Bill C-10.
(http://cfla-fcab.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/CFLA-FCABC-10-Release-Final.pdf):
The recent removal of this clause
allows the CRTC the ability to
regulate user-generated content
on a variety of platforms, opening
the door to infringement of

Continued on page 4
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Canadians’ freedom of expression.
CFLA–FCAB participated in two
other federal legislative consultations,
producing submissions regarding
copyright for online intermediaries —
such as ISPs and libraries providing
Internet access — and the extension
of copyright under the CanadaUnited States-Mexico Agreement.
CFLA–FCAB endorsed the
Canadian Collective Print Strategy,
a plan among academic libraries to
jointly ensure that final copies of

historical works are preserved.
At the administrative level, CFLA–
FCAB Executive Director Rebecca
Raven chose not to renew her contract,
and the organization is now engaged
in a search for new leadership. CFLA–
FCAB’s administrative functions
continue with the hiring of Office
Co-ordinator Michael Rogowski.
Shelagh Paterson was treasurer of
CFLA-FCAB from 2016 to 2017. ELA
is a member of CFLA-FCAB. For more
information visit cfla-fcab.ca. n

Notice to Members
Help us keep our email listserv
current. If you and/or someone
you know are/is not receiving
our emails, send your new email
address to Bob Henderson
at bob.exlibris@gmail.com.
The names of potential new
members may also be sent to Bob
Henderson at the same address.
And please submit any
outstanding membership dues.

CFLA-FCAB Intellectual Freedom Committee (IFC)
By Deb Thomas

I

n recent months, the hottest issue
has been challenges to Abigail
Shrier’s Irreversible Damage:
The transgender craze seducing our
daughters. Libraries across Canada have
chosen to make the book available, in
spite of their community members’
pressure to remove it. Concerns have
been expressed about its views on the
reasons why girls and young women
may choose to transition to male and
the need for school programs, like
SOGI (Sexual Orientations and Gender
Identities) 123, that aim to create
awareness and understanding about
LGBTQ+ issues and acceptance of
LGBTQ+ students. Libraries making
the book available acknowledge that its
assertions are controversial, but feel it
serves the community better to have the
book available for readers to decide its
value for themselves, and challenge its
assertions if they feel they are harmful.

On behalf of the IFC, Deb Thomas
engaged in mutually respectful
correspondence with a young Kingstonarea trans man who wanted to
understand better why libraries would
defend retaining the book. She advised
the Kingston-Frontenac Public Library
director she was doing so, and shared
the essence of the response with her.
The IFC also drafted a statement
in support of libraries experiencing
criticism for having the book in their
collections. Deb Thomas and Tina
Thomas (Edmonton Public Library)
presented the statement, Challenges
to the book Irreversible Damage by
Abigail Shrier — a CFLA–FCAB
Intellectual Freedom Brief, to the
CFLA–FCAB board, on July 23, and
it was approved, with some revisions.
The brief has been published on the
CFLA–FCAB website (http://cflafcab.ca/en/home-page/) and will be

sent to all member associations.
The IFC has also submitted a brief
on protest and dissent to the CFLA–
FCAB board (not yet approved) and
continues with work on creating an
in-house database of the results of
challenge surveys (from 2006 to the
present) that should be completed
by fall. ELA member Dick Ellis, with
Deb Thomas and Katya Borras as
advisors, is chiefly doing the work.
When completed, this resource will
be invaluable to researchers in the
areas of censorship and intellectual
freedom. The IFC has already had two
requests by researchers for access.
Finally, the IFC has undertaken a
review of its work plan to refine its goals
and priorities for the coming years.
Deb Thomas is ELA’s representative
on CFLA-FCAB IFC. n

Donate to ELA
Would you like us to extend our programming? A donation or bequest to ELA helps us broaden and increase our
activities. All donations are tax deductible. To enhance recruitment, we offer a GIFT MEMBERSHIP option, whereby a
current member can make a $10 tax-deductible donation for each individual and, in return, be able to invite someone
to join ELA for a one-year free trial membership. You can use this donation/gift option as often as you like.
Options for donations include cheque, CanadaHelps, and e-transfer.
Please mail your cheque to Bob Henderson, 66 Walkerton Drive, Markham ON L3P 1H8. If you
prefer to donate through e-transfer, please email Bob at bob.exlibris@gmail.com.
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ELA Biography Project
By Lorne Bruce

B

egun by Nancy Williamson and
a small committee, the ELA
Biography Project (exlibris.ca/
doku.php?id=history:biographies:
biography_mainpage) is now more
than a decade old. Under Nancy’s
leadership, it became a developing
database of individuals who had made
their marks in Canadian LIS and
archival studies. The database presents
the most significant facts about each
person’s personal and professional
life, and identifies useful sources of
further information that people may
explore. References note the location
of personal papers, with links provided
to other electronic resources.
From the outset, as a practical
matter, biographies were limited to
deceased persons. As Nancy wrote
in ELAN No. 41/Spring 2007 (see her
article, page 21), “When a few more
decisions have been made, we will
be able to get the project on the road
and add biographies as they become
available. We are beginning with the
past but hope to include retired and
still-active professionals as time goes.”
Now, after more than 125 biographies

have been created, it is time to move
to contemporary persons. Naturally, it
is much easier to compose a biography
using a resumé or CV that a person
agreeing to be in the database forwards
in confidence. Also, some ELA members
who know the individual would likely
be interested in composing a biography,
especially if they live in the same city.
The past year has been one of
reorganization. No new biographies
were added to the ELA website last
winter. Work has been difficult, given
that we have to use sources that cannot
be accessed in closed libraries. Nancy
stepped down from chairing the
committee, but she will continue as a
committee member and is working on
a couple of biographies this summer.
I agreed to take this on and we have
added a new committee member,
Suzette Giles, who has written many
ELAN articles about libraries named
after librarians. Elisa Sze, currently
working at the Robarts Library, will
be helping to find resources for the
project. The committee is drafting
a list to prioritize names collected
before 2021. Likely, we will not be able

Celebrating Longtime ELA Members
By Suzette Giles

E

LA is 35 years old this year,
and it is an appropriate time
to recognize the members
who have been with the association
the longest. With the help of Bob
Henderson, who oversees membership,
five stalwart members who joined
in the early years were identified.
After being Director (1956–1972)
of the Edmonton Public Library (EPL),
Morton Coburn returned to his
hometown of Chicago, IL. On a visit to
Toronto, he heard about ELA and joined
in 1986 as a way to stay connected
with Canadian colleagues. Morton
appeared in a video celebrating EPL’s
centenary in 2013, where the photo on
page 6 was taken. In 2012 he retired
from the Chicago Public Library at the
age of 91! Living in Chicago, he has

not been able to be an active member
but enjoys reading ELAN and sends
good wishes to ELA and its members.
A member since 1988, John G.
Wright enjoys receiving ELAN as a
way of keeping up-to-date with the
library community and old colleagues.
John was Dean of the School of Library
and Information Studies, University
of Alberta from 1984 to 1987, and
was the chief author of the section
on the University of Alberta library
school in ELAN’s special edition
of 2004, A History of Education for
Library and Information Studies In
Canada. John also wrote an article
for ELAN No. 37/Spring 2005 (see
“Edmonton Librarians Celebrate,”
page 4) about a meeting he arranged

Continued on page 6

to add all of those suggested, due to
the difficulty of finding information.
The database will continue to feature
brief, pertinent biographies about
prominent Canadian persons in the
LIS and archives fields. Biographies
include personal facts and significant
information on education, careers,
publications, honours, awards,
accomplishments, and association work,
as well as comments by contemporaries.
The inclusion of sources provides
readers with further references on
each individual. With the addition of
current (retired) professionals, we hope
to add personal comments provided
through direct communication.
ELA members can contribute
to the project in a number of ways
— writing biographical entries,
suggesting database improvements,
correcting erroneous information,
and adding to biographical material
already in the database.
We welcome contributions to this
project. For details on contributing,
please contact Lorne Bruce, Ex
Libris Biography Project Committee
chair, at lbruce@uoguelph.ca. n

Write for ELAN
The Newsletter Committee
welcomes contributions from
our members. We are seeking
articles, news items, and ideas
that you think would be of interest
to ELA members for publication
in ELAN. Please submit your
articles on items of interest to
our members, including your
memoirs of early days or important
figures in librarianship, library
history, your own career, and your
current activities in the field. We
especially need contributions to
our regular feature, “Why I Became
a Librarian.” For submission
information, see the back page.
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in Edmonton. Living in Edmonton
prevented him and his late wife from
taking tours or attending ELA’s AGMs,
but he values his membership and
sends best wishes for the future.
Joyce Sowby, who was a senior
librarian at the University of Toronto
Scarborough campus library, joined
ELA in 1990. A board member for
several years, she helped organize
meetings and has attended many AGMs
and tours. The photo, below, is from the
Globe and Mail library’s 2013 ELA tour.
William (Bill) Roedde retired in
1985 and joined ELA a few years later.
Bill has contributed many articles and
poems to ELAN, including descriptions
of his career — from being a librarian
in northwestern Ontario to being a
bureaucrat as Director of Provincial
Library Services (1960–1980). He
lives on Algonquin Island in Toronto,
and is well known for his “junk metal”
sculptures mentioned in ELAN No.

13/Spring 1993 (see “Retired ... and
Loving It,” page 21). He celebrated
his 96th birthday in May 2021, with
a socially distanced party arranged
by neighbours (see photo, below).
As one of the earliest members, Jean
Weihs has been actively involved for
many, many years. In 1995 she became
ELA Board Secretary and continued
until 2020; Jean remains an emerita
board member. Since 2003 she has been
on numerous committees, including
ELAN, and became an honorary
member in 2020. In 2017 Jean was
appointed a Member of the Order of
Canada with the citation: “steadfast
attention to detail has helped shape
library science in Canada and around
the world.” A regular at the AGMs in
Toronto, Jean notes that ELA has been
a great way to keep in contact with
other librarians, and she has especially
enjoyed the library tours and lunches
afterwards. She hopes they will resume

at some point. Meanwhile, she will
continue to contribute to ELA and
ELAN, as long as possible, and wishes
ELA a long and prosperous future.
It was an incredible experience
contacting these long-term
members and learning their
histories and connections with
ELA. We thank them for their
commitment and contributions. n

Welcome to New
ELA Members
We’re proud to welcome the following
new ELA members:
Larry Alford, Toronto, ON
Todd Kyle, Newmarket, ON

Bill Roedde. Photo credit: Bruce Weber

From left: Joyce Sowby and other long-term ELA members, Jean Weihs,
Jean Orpwood, Edna Hajnal, and Diane Henderson.
Photo credit: Doreen London

John G. Wright. Photo credit: Saskatchewan School Library Association
Morton Coburn. Photo credit: Edmonton Public Library
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Technology Unmasked: Event-Management Platforms
By Stan Orlov

W

e all love
a good
conference.
Nothing compares to
meeting colleagues,
browsing vendors’
exhibits, and mingling
at receptions.
Unfortunately, in the
COVID-19 era, we are temporarily
deprived of the luxury of face-to-face
meetings. However, life goes on and
librarians are not going to press the
pause button, so an alternative solution
had to be found. That’s why attention
turned to event-management platforms.
For instance, this year the conferences
of the American Library Association
and the Ontario Library Association
were held on eventScribe, while the

International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions and the
Australian Library and Information
Association went with Delegate
Connect, while the Atlantic Provinces
Library Association used Sched.
The goal of such platforms is to
reproduce, as closely as possible,
the spirited and dynamic experience
to which we all are accustomed.
This is done by ensuring seamless
registration and scheduling processes,
and professional content management
(including abstract/paper handling and
program publishing), floor planning,
and billing. Of course, each platform
offers beautifully designed, efficient
websites that make registering for the
conference, navigating various streams,
and attending selected sessions a breeze.

Even swag bags could be ordered, which
is the cherry on the cake. This year’s
attendees were pleasantly surprised by
the organizational quality of various
conferences and — though we still look
forward to seeing each other in person
soon — it is good to know robust eventmanagement alternatives are available.
For more information, visit:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Event_management_software.
Please send your questions and
comments to stan.orlov@msvu.ca.
Stanislav Orlov is Systems
Librarian at Mount Saint Vincent
University in Halifax. n

How and Why I Became a Library Technician
By Janna Munkittrick-Colton

H

i, my name is Janna
Munkittrick-Colton and I am
a library technician at the
Belleville Public Library. I graduated
from the program at Sheridan College,
where I attended for two years (with
children’s literature as an elective),
after I had volunteered in the libraries
in my elementary school and Quinte
Secondary School in Belleville, Ont.
I have always been passionate about
books and reading, and was encouraged
by my parents. My mother read all the
books I was assigned in high school
and then we discussed them, making
the books become more alive. In my
volunteer library work I would shelve
books and shelf read. My high school
librarian encouraged me to take the
Sheridan program to share my love
and passion for books with others.
When I graduated I went back to the
Belleville Public Library and was offered
part-time work until I could find a fulltime position. I had previously worked
for a couple of summers at the Belleville
Public Library doing inventory, and
I literally started at the bottom and
worked my way up through the library,

from the basement to circulation and
on to the children’s library to type up
shelf-list and catalogue cards. When
I started in the basement, I straddled
a stool between two tall book stacks.
Eventually a full-time job appeared
in the children’s library, but my first
response was “I don’t want to work
with children! How can I do that?”
I did accept the job. My first
assignment was to start planning
children’s programs, about which I
knew nothing. I also planned and
conducted class visits, organized and
gathered books for teachers’ bundles,
and checked books in and out. I
did this job until January 2014. In a
meeting one day, my CEO challenged
me to work in technical services and
do the cataloguing. My first response
was “Why would I want to do that?”
“Because you say you are bored,”
he replied.
I thought about it, asked a lot of
questions and one question that I
couldn’t answer was “What do you
know about MARC records?” I had
graduated in 1977, almost before
computers were in existence.

So now, every day, I go into work
and catalogue the books and do
database maintenance and some
troubleshooting on the system, as
well. I spent a few years updating the
series titles, especially in the adult
collection and their order, and updating
information in the MARC (machinereadable cataloguing) records for
large-print books and biographies.
This year we have taken on the
challenge of ensuring that our
Indigenous collection reflects
modern expressions. We have been
identifying books in the picturebook collection that need a special
label, in addition to the other topic
labels on our picture books.
“I am going to finish my career
doing what I had always wanted to do.”
Many people can’t say that but I can!
Recently, I participated in a panel
discussion for the Ontario Library
Association (OLA) on library
technicians. Four of us talked about
our careers in different libraries.
Over the past couple of years,
with the help of a few people, I have
Continued on page 8
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been planning OLA/ABO of Library
Technicians conferences. This is a new
role for me, and it is actually a lot of fun
searching out workshops that would be
of interest to a wide audience and some
that are more specific. Over the past
year, we decided our conference needed
to become virtual. It was an amazing

challenge to figure what, where, and
how — and it was an amazing mutual
experience for more than 90 people.
I am now heading toward my
sixty-fifth birthday and 44 years in a
career that I love and will continue
in, until it is no longer my passion or
my health gets the better of me. n

When You Move
When you move, please remember
to send your new address to
Bob Henderson, 66 Walkerton
Drive, Markham ON L3P 1H8 or
bob.exlibris@gmail.com.

Rare-Book Classes During COVID-19: Exploring Digital
Humanities Projects
By Leslie McGrath

D

uring the current library
closures, rare-book classes
have used fine digitized
collections of books and manuscripts
to study paleography, illumination,
early printing, and bindings, and
have also explored more broadly how
librarians and scholars have used
digital humanities (DH) projects
to offer new methods of study and
interpretation of texts, music, and
images. These projects may involve
creating new digital content, as in fulltext, searchable, digital reproductions
of books and manuscripts, or mining
existing digitized collections to
create new knowledge and answer
research questions. Though some
DH projects are small scale, and
some, such as creating exhibits and
timelines using templates, may be
suitable for student projects, many
are large, spanning collections around

Biblissima. University of Toronto. Thomas Fisher Rare Book
Library. Digital Collections. MS. F2633
https://iiif.biblissima.fr/collections/manifest
/059718aec3348ddf8434a86c7e2d4dc237dd
2b98?tify={%22panX%22:0.428,%22panY%
22:0.346,%22view%22:%22info%22,%22zo
om%22:0.846}
June 17, 2021

the world and involving scholars,
librarians, archivists, and students.
This collaboration in DH projects
is made possible through the use of
internationally established standards

for creating data records. These began
with text through the Text Encoding
Initiative consortium (TEI), followed
by a similar initiative for music
documents, the Music Encoding
Initiative (MEI), and an international
protocol for accessing images, the
International Image Interoperability
Framework (IIIF), all of which are
fully described on their web pages.
The IIIF framework allows images of
digitized materials in various rare-book
collections to be searched on a single
site. One such project, Biblissima,
covering medieval and Renaissance
written cultural history in Europe, now
offers access to 82,000 rare books and
manuscripts in numerous collections,
including 72 from the University of
Toronto’s Thomas Fisher Rare Book
Library. Many of the projects and the
software with which they were created
are open access, or the projects may
be licensed under Creative Commons
licensing, allowing their contents to be
shared with appropriate permissions.

Exploring Medieval Mary Magdalene, Text Editions,
Manuscript Shelfmark
https://maria-magdalena.ub.uni-freiburg.de/
ms-viewer/viewer.html
June 17, 2021

A small text-based DH project,
Exploring Medieval Mary Magdalene,

now at Albert-Ludwigs-University
Freiburg, allows researchers to compare
10 early manuscripts containing
the story of Mary Magdalene’s
conversion, a subject of intense
interest in Europe during the Middle
Ages. These are shown in digitized
versions, together with their Latin and
vernacular transcriptions. Regional
and linguistic differences in text,
rubrication, and orthography can

Measuring Polyphony A Maistre Jehan Lardier/Pour la plus
jolie/Alleluya. McGill University
https://measuringpolyphony.org/display.
html?/assets/mensural/334_MENSURAL.mei

easily be compared and identified.
McGill University’s Measuring
Polyphony is an MEI project that
presents 13- and 14th-century music in
its original mensural notation, linked
to images of manuscripts and audio
files. These features allow researchers,
previously limited to modernized print
versions, to experience the music in
its original form, including the length
of notes and pauses, staff breaks, and
ligature groupings. Underlaid texts
are also presented, generally in their
edited form from scholarly editions.
Books, and manuscripts and
ephemera (especially postcards)

Continued on page 9
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Magna Carta 1215: Four Essential
Documents in Three Essential Places
By Guy Robertson

New Brunswick Loyalist Journeys. University of New
Brunswick. arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.
html?appid=074bbc635b0b464e94f72ffc2b4
bda6a
June 17, 2021

abound in place references, and some
geographical DH projects create
interactive maps based on literary
works, creating visual representations
of human communications. The
New Brunswick Loyalist Journeys,
published by the University of New
Brunswick, combines materials from
The Loyalist Collection and University
of New Brunswick Libraries. Storymapping software was used to add
details to illustrate the difficult
journeys — from America to the
British colony that would become
known as New Brunswick — of
10 loyalists and their families.
For rare-book and manuscript
students, DH projects and digital
access are not substitutes for examining
and handling the actual books.
These projects have the strengths
and limitations of curated digital
collections. Yet they offer not only
fascinating content, and bridges to
collection access, but also models
of how eagerly and innovatively
scholars in the humanities are using
data that rare-book librarians are
gathering, using, and sharing. n
Magna Carta Salisbury
Photo Credit: Courtesy of Salisbury Cathedral

ELAN in Electronic
Format
For members who wish to receive
future ELAN issues in an electronic
format, please contact
Bob Henderson at
bob.exlibris@gmail.com.

“

I didn’t read the Magna Carta, but it’s nice to know it’s there,” said a
retired Winnipeg mathematics professor, who had just left the British
Library’s Sir John Ritblat Gallery. He had spent a minute or two gazing
at one of the four surviving copies of the earliest version of Magna Carta,
displayed behind bulletproof glass. His comment summarizes how most of us
think about this most famous medieval document. We take its influence for
granted and assume, correctly, it concerns matters of liberty. But read it? Not
likely. Our medieval Latin is rusty and, even with a translation, we tend to get
bogged down in clauses that cover scutage, amercements, and fish weirs.
Continued on page 10
King John was scheming, dishonest,
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and cruel. To discourage some of his more nefarious
behaviour and to set limits on his power, Barons of
England presented the first version to him on June 15,
1215, at Runnymede, a meadow near Windsor. John
assented to it, although, contrary to popular accounts,
he did not sign it. He was probably illiterate, and
allowed his clerks to affix his seal to the manuscript.
In its 63 clauses, Magna Carta of 1215 affirms the
King and his administrators are not above the law. Key
clauses guarantee due process of law, freedom from
arbitrary imprisonment, and trial by jury. Limitations
were placed on the King’s interference in ecclesiastical
affairs. The most famous clause states the King will
not sell, refuse, or delay justice. After eight centuries
and numerous editions, this clause remains in force
and is sometimes quoted during modern litigation.
The 1215 parchment documents one sees in the British
Museum, Salisbury Cathedral, and Lincoln Castle are roughly
square, but of differing sizes, due to different scribes. Copies
were distributed throughout England, but, over the centuries,
most were destroyed or lost. The ink the clerks used contains
oak-gall sap, mixed with lampblack or soot. This acidic
combination burns into the parchment to create lustrous
black writing that, in time, will fade to sepia. Much of the
writing on early copies remains dark and completely legible.
The two British Library copies were once part of the
library assembled by Sir Robert Cotton (1571–1631). In
1731 a fire broke out in Ashburnham House, Westminster,
where Cotton’s library was temporarily stored. One copy
— the “Canterbury” — sustained considerable damage,
made worse during an attempt to restore it in the 1830s.
Most of it was illegible. In 2014 the British Library used
multispectral imaging to determine the handwriting style,
to enable comparison with the other three copies’ styles.
The “Canterbury” is the only 1215 copy with King John’s
Great Seal still attached. Unfortunately, the fire left the seal
shapeless and without identifiable lettering or images.
While the gallery attracts crowds of tourists eager to
see its copies, Salisbury Cathedral and Lincoln Castle can
draw even larger groups. Some visitors pose problems. In
October 2018, a man attempted to steal Salisbury’s copy,
by smashing its display case with a hammer. He failed
and, in early 2020, he was convicted of the crime. The
judge noted the irony of the legal proceedings, during
which the rights of the accused were protected by the
very document he had attempted to steal. Happily, the
document escaped damage. These days conservators visit
the cathedral’s Chapter House not only to see Magna
Carta, but also investigate on-site security measures and
inspect the display case that stood up under violent attack.
Many archivists and manuscript experts consider the
“Salisbury” to be the best-preserved of the four. It arrived
in Salisbury in the hands of Elias of Dereham (1167–1237),
a master stonemason and designer, who attended the
events at Runnymede, in 1215, and was responsible for
distributing several original copies. Eventually, he supervised
the cathedral’s construction and became a canon.

One would expect security to be less of a concern at
Lincoln Castle, which is heavily fortified. The site of Lincoln
Crown Court, it once accommodated a prison (now a
museum). The castle displays a 1215 copy brought to Lincoln
by Hugh de Welles, Bishop of Lincoln, who was present
at Runnymede during the original documents’ sealing
process. On its reverse side, the Lincoln copy includes
the address “LINCOLNIA,” inscribed twice. Annotations
include “Agreement between King John and the Barons” and
“By grant of liberties of the Church and of the Kingdom of
England.” The document was preserved — or hidden — in
the cathedral archives, until its importance was recognized
in the 19th century. It is on long-term loan to the castle,
where it is exhibited in the custom-built David P. J. Ross
vault. Beside it, a display case holds one of two surviving
copies of the Charter of the Forest, which asserted the
rights of free men to the Royal Forests and was issued
in 1217, as an addition to the original Magna Carta.
Following the initial distribution of Magna Carta, it
was quoted, condemned, annulled, revised, reissued,
lost, rediscovered, and finally treasured as a foundational
document for numerous legal systems and governments.
The surviving 1215 copies are all worth a visit, not only for
historical interest, but also for recognizing the reverence with
which visitors examine the documents. In the presence of
these four parchment pieces, people tend to whisper. Even
though they cannot read Latin, people are pleased that, after
eight centuries, the documents are still there.
For more information, visit:
https://www.bl.uk/events/treasures-of-the-british-library n

When You Move
When you move, please remember to send your
new address to Bob Henderson, 66 Walkerton Drive,
Markham ON L3P 1H8 or bob.exlibris@gmail.com.

To Save Space,
ELAN will include only awards and appointments of
national importance and high relevance to our members.
Look for these in the news sections.
A great roundup of awards compiled by
librarianship.ca will interest many of you: https://
librarianship.ca/blog/2020-honour-roll/.
A Canadian awards page is available on ELA’s website.
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Through the Looking Glass at OCA/OCAD/OCADU, 1991 to 2014
By J. A. Forrester

M

y first day at the Ontario
College of Art (OCA) was
July 22, 1991. When I arrived
at 100 McCaul Street, the street-side
facade of the building resembled
a 1960s high school. However, the
Dorothy H. Hoover Library at that
time was located on the ground floor
of the original 1920 OCA building in
Grange Park, behind the Art Gallery of
Ontario. Designed by Principal George
Reid, the original building resembled a
classic New England college building,
mirroring the Georgian style of the
Boulton family’s Grange House manor
beside it. In this article, I include my
best photo of the structure with the
ivy and lilac bushes that had to be
removed to preserve the mortar. I spent
my first eight years working in this
building, with its french doors opening
onto the park where local citizens
performed Tai Chi in the morning light.
A hundred years ago the original
college library was located in this
building, now called the “Grange
Wing,” on the second floor. It housed a
modest collection donated by Robert
Holmes, and occupied a corner
of the life models’ dressing room.
Selections from this premier collection
have been digitized and the titles
are accessible via Internet Archive
Canada at University of Toronto’s
Robarts Library, funded by the Ontario
Council of University Libraries
(https://archive.org/details/ontario_
college_art_design?&sort=-week).
In July 1996, OCA changed its
name to the Ontario College of Art
& Design (OCAD). President Alan
Barkley (former president of Emily Carr
University of Art + Design) arranged
for a partnership with Open University
in British Columbia, which allowed
OCAD students to pursue a bachelor’slevel degree. During the 1990s the
Harris government directed a financial
review of the school. The library had
substantial staff and budget cuts, despite
the institution’s stated direction toward
a “university-level” curriculum. When
it became necessary to expand library
space, a proposal was put forward to

OCAD Library
Photo credit: James Forrester

devote all three floors to the library.
While the administration considered
this idea to be too costly, it would have
been a more satisfactory resolution
than what subsequently took place.
On April Fool’s Day 1999, OCAD
purchased a four-story office building at
113 McCaul Street (part of the Village
By The Grange) and began a campus
expansion (including the library) in
anticipation of the shift to become
a degree-granting institution. The
building was not purpose-built and
there were questions about the ability of
the floor plate to sustain the collection’s
weight. The administration then assured
us the library’s relocation across
McCaul Street was only a “temporary
five-year relocation” (some 22 years
ago). Minister of Training, Colleges and
Universities Dianne Cunningham came
to the grand ribbon-cutting ceremony
and pronounced this “public-private”
partnership a complete success —
today it remains one of the few known
examples of this questionable concept.
In January 2008 OCAD began
planning for a new library facility to
support the expanded curriculum.
Clearly, there was a serious need
for library resources. Oh, and there
was also the small matter of the
administration’s assurances made to
the Association of Universities and
Colleges of Canada and Ministry of

Training, Colleges and Universities
that library facilities appropriate to
the new curriculum would be built.
Mike Ridley of the University of
Guelph recommended Scott Bennett,
a Chicago library-planning consultant,
and Boston architecture firm Perry
Dean Rogers to assist in “visioning”
a new university library by 2012.
The library spent a year and lots of
consulting fees on this project, and the
result was Enacting a Learning Mission:
A consulting report for the Ontario
College of Art & Design (June 2008).
Instead of investing in the
infrastructure necessary to provide
resources for “graduate-level research,”
OCAD University (OCADU) decided
to promote itself as “The University
of the Imagination.” It’s sort of
conceptual —instead of the adage
often used for library planning, “If
you build it, they will come.” — this
OCADU phrase suggests “If you
imagine it, then they don’t need
to come.” or “We thought about a
new library facility, so it must have
happened.” A distorted-mirror mantra.
It is not enough to “imagine”
a university library, the board
of governors needs to invest
in that vision, otherwise the
institution is delusional and the
students are being shortchanged.
Welcome to wonderland… n
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Book Reviews
Edited by Susan Ibbetson

The Last Bookshop
in London: A novel
of World War II
By Madeline Martin
Hanover Square
Press, 2021.
ISBN: 13 978-1-33563907-1.
$12.99 Kindle
Reviewed by Arn Bailey
Grace Bennett arrives in London
as the city prepares for the Second
World War. She is hired as shop
assistant in Primrose Hill Books, close
to the retail-book area of Paternoster.
She first cleans the musty store
with its open staircase and balcony,
then organizes the piles of books in
shelves, tables, and window displays.
As the phony war becomes the
George Herbert
Locke and the
Transformation
of Toronto Public
Library, 1908–1937
By Lorne D. Bruce
Waterloo, 2020
ISBN: 978-09866666-2-9
Reviewed by Peter F. McNally
Our understanding of Canada’s
library past has made such remarkable
strides forward in recent years that it
seems almost pedantic to point out
how much more needs to be done. Yet
Lorne Bruce’s recent book on George
Locke and Toronto Public Library (TPL)
brings us face to face with the great
gaps in knowledge that still exist. This
seems ironic in light of Bruce having
illuminated Ontario’s public library
heritage through splendid publications
such as Free Books for All: the Public

actual Blitz, her world changes
— handbags fitted for gas masks,
massive anti-aircraft guns, evacuated
children, blackout curtains, sandbags,
identification wristlets, vegetable
gardens. A handsome pilot introduces
her to actually reading the books
around her, and she is then able to talk
to the customers about the relevance
of their reading to their lives, including
his (by mail). She also takes on the
role of Air Raid Patrol Warden, in
spite of criticism of women in this
task, and her landlady rolls bandages
in the Women’s Volunteer Service.
Strengthening statements are
made, such as ideas in books “will
never be silenced.” People “relish
the joy of reading.” “War was not
meant for tender souls.” Books are
“a glorious distraction in time of
stress.” “You can’t save the world but

keep trying in every way you can.”
In one dramatic moment, a
mother receives a “deeply regret to
inform you .…” In another, Grace
reads aloud in a subway shelter, a
practice she continues also in the
shop, with discussions afterwards.
After devastating bombing of
Paternoster, shelves are allotted
to other stores and her customers
erect a sign for “The Last Bookshop.”
When Grace, too, is hit, customers
repair the damage. She is told she can
change the war one book at a time.
The characters, like the cat that
wanders through the plot, are quite
ordinary. They keep going with fish
and chips, toad-in-the-hole and an
ever-ready cuppa. This book is a
tribute to them. Lest we forget. n

Library Movement in Ontario,
1850–1930 (1994) and Places to Grow:
Public Libraries and Communities in
Ontario, 1930–2000 (rev. ed. 2020).
This volume serves, however, as
a reminder that Canada’s largest
and most impressive public library
system — Toronto Public Library
— and its most renowned librarian
— George Herbert Locke — have yet
to receive full scholarly attention.
Privately printed, this book provides
an excellent introduction to both
topics, with six sections covering
Locke’s life and career: Education
and Academic Career; Intellectual
and Religious Outlook; Transforming
Toronto Public Library, 1908–1937;
Expansive Vision; Lasting Ideals and
Influence; and Locke’s Publications.
Although the book lacks a formal
statement of purpose, its intention is
readily deduced through reading the
text and analyzing the footnotes, and
the six-page bibliography of Locke’s

publications — one dozen authored and
co-authored monographs and reference
works, and 54 articles. In effect,
Bruce has synthesized the published
record relating to Locke — primary
sources produced by Locke himself
and relevant secondary information
on Toronto librarianship by authors
such as Boon, Fasick, Friskney, Hanson,
McGrath, Myrvold, and Penman.
Little, if any, use of TPL’s problematic
archival collection was observed.
The book is an easy read, but there
is much to digest and consider. The
section on Intellectual and Religious
Outlook bears close reading — and
rereading! Bruce’s manoeuvering
of early 20th-century idealism and
pragmatism provides a necessary
intellectual dimension that is rarely
found in Canadian history at any
level. Anyone interested in Canadian
library history, particularly Ontario
public libraries, will find this book

Continued on page 13
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essential reading. Along with providing
excellent information and analysis,
it may well serve as an outline/guide
for Bruce or some other historian
wishing to undertake full-scale studies
of the man and the institution.
The book is footnoted and
generously illustrated with black-andwhite images. There is no index.
For more information, see ELAN No.
53/Spring 2013 (“Libraries Named after
Librarians” by Suzette Giles, page 11). n

Books by Members
DIY Family
By Lorraine McQueen
Windywood Publishing, 2021
ISBN13: 978-1-7774064-3-1
(This first novel is available
through the author at:
lorrainemcqueen@eastlink.
ca) and on Amazon.ca
(Search “DIY family”.)

The Paris Library:
A Novel
By Janet Skeslien
Charles
Simon & Schuster
Canada, 2021
ISBN: 9781982134914. $19.80
Reviewed by Bernard Katz
The author turns events at the
American Library in Paris during the
Second World War into a compelling
read. Founded on the American Library
Association’s First World War Library
War Service for American soldiers, the
American Library became the largest
English lending library in continental
Europe. Skeslien Charles was programs
manager in 2010, and learned how
the director and staff determinedly
defied Dr. Hermann Fuchs — the Naziappointed Bibliotekansschütz (Library
Protector) in charge of intellectual
activities in occupied France, Belgium,
and the Netherlands, and a former
director of the Berlin Library — and
his Gestapo overseers. Library staff
did so by maintaining certain so-

called “anti-German” books in the
collection and assisting subscribers
— especially Jewish subscribers — at
their own and the library’s peril.
Most characters model and carry
names of library staff, including
legendary director Dorothy M. Reeder;
even Dr. Fuchs is present. The story
unfolds through a developing friendship
between two fictional characters in 1983
Montana — Odile Suchet, a former
librarian at the Paris Library, and her
teenage neighbour, Lily. Some chapters
take us to Paris, while others are set in
Montana. They are narrated by Odile
and Lily, respectively, and contain both
historical facts, such as letters found
by Skeslien Charles in the Mémorial
de la Shoah archives (from Parisians
denouncing their neighbours to the
Gestapo), and realistic fiction. Fact
and fiction are woven together using
a deceptively simple narrative style
and dramatic technique that draws
us into the novel from its very first
page. Gradually we learn more and
more about what went on and how
the library and its staff (including two
Canadians) became unusual and active
members of the French Resistance. n

Good Reads
Compiled by Judy Dunn
The Bookseller of
Florence: The Story
of the Manuscripts
that Illuminated
the Renaissance

George Herbert Locke and the
Transformation of Toronto
Public Library, 1908–1937
By Lorne D. Bruce
Waterloo, 2020
ISBN: 978-0-9866666-2-9
(See the review by Peter F.
McNally in this issue, above.)

By Ross King
Atlantic Monthly
Press, 2021
ISBN: 978-0802158529. $16.65
The Dictionary
of Lost Words
By Pip Williams
Ballantine, 2020
ISBN: 9780593160190. $28

The Left-Handed
Booksellers of London
By Garth Nix
Katherine Tegen
Books, 2020
ISBN: 9780062683250. $24.74
The Midnight
Library: A Novel
By Matt Haig
Viking, 2020
ISBN: 9781443455879. $14.50
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In the News
By Christina Wilson
Welcome! With this
new ELAN column,
readers will glimpse
Canadian library trends
and newsworthy items
gleaned from the ELA
listerv, library listservs,
blogs, newsletters, Tweets, Facebook
postings, and mainstream media. Good
News! Our advocacy efforts on behalf
of the National Network for Equitable
Library Service (NNELS) and the Centre
for Equitable Library Access CELA)
bore fruit, persuading Minister of
Employment, Workforce Development
and Disability Inclusion Carla
Qualtrough to restore their funding
and continue supporting their work in
providing accessible reading materials
to persons with print disabilities across
Canada. By adding $1 million to the
Social Development Partnerships
Program – Disability component, she
recognized the profound effect the
pandemic has had on the accessible
publishing industry and the significant
need for access to print materials, as
individuals are more isolated than ever.
Her announcement acknowledged
that access to NNELS and CELA
resources helped Canadians with print
disabilities gain technological skills and
confidence, by using the digital tools
needed to access these collections.
Resilient Together! Pandemic
uncertainty and provincially mandated
protocols profoundly challenged
libraries of all sectors to be agile,
positive, and supportive of library staff
— both professionally and personally
— and the communities served.
Library staff developed and shared
tools (such as COVID-19 library tool
kits) and methods (such as retraining
and resilience plans) to assist peers
to withstand the pandemic itself and
prepare for normalized services.
Calgary Public Library exemplified this
approach by using work disruption as
an opportunity to pilot staff training
on reconciliation, diversity, and
inclusion among staff working from
home or on-site, as preparation for
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return to work. By staffing Okanagan
Regional Library System’s (ORLS)
Virtual Services with teams of
normally geographically distant staff,
ORLS bridged its large service area,
unified the staff, and encouraged
collaboration among colleagues.
Plus C’est la Même Chose! Institutional
budgetary pressures continued,
particularly among libraries serving
education and governments. Most
notably, Laurentian University, the
University of Alberta, and the Ontario
College of Art & Design University
(OCADU) announced restructuring
efforts, resulting in library-staffing
reductions. At OCADU, three library
units were melded into one, resulting
in four senior staff exiting with a
month’s notice. Despite strong protests
highlighting the consequences, from
library and faculty associations,
these actions played out. On another
front, Ryerson University’s Centre
for Free Expression highlighted the
continued decline in support of school
libraries during a virtual session
on the Demise of School Libraries:
Consequences & Options, held in
May. On the government-library
front, Quebec’s Ministry of Culture
and Communications closed its
library in October 2020, one of 35 of
the province’s government libraries
closed since 2000 (see “Quebec News”
in this issue, page 17). In a similar
fashion, the Government of Alberta
saved $1.2 million by closing its last
government library in July 2021 (see
“Prairies News” in this issue, page 15).
Better Together! Several provincial
library associations underwent
staffing changes. British Columbia
Library Association (BCLA) Executive
Director (ED) Annette DeFaveri
capably oversaw the annual conference
before retiring, with incoming ED,
Rina Hadziev, starting in July. Two
library-association ED positions have
been vacant since 2020. While the
Federation of Ontario Public Libraries
(FOPL) Board is actively searching, the
Library Association of Alberta (LAA)
will keep its position vacant. The LAA
office also relocated from Calgary to

Edmonton, sharing administrative
support and office space with The
Alberta Library. Both are housed on
the top floor of Edmonton’s Stanley A.
Milner Library. Following a review by
both boards, in August, LAA and the
Alberta Library Trustee’s Association
(ALTA) together announced that
the Alberta Library Conference
(ALC) Planning Committee has been
dissolved and the 2022 ALC has been
cancelled (not postponed to 2023).
Plus ça change! Libraries across
all sectors continued their work to
achieve the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) of Canada report
goals. In August 2021, the partnership
planning the joint facility to house
both Ottawa Public Library (OPL)
and Library and Archives Canada
(LAC) announced the new name will
be Ādisōke, chosen in consultation
with the Anishinābe Algonquin
Nation, Kitigan Zibi Anishinābeg,
and the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan
First Nation — connecting all
partners in their work to build the
joint facility via this meaningful
name. Ādisōke refers to storytelling
in the Anishinābemowin language.
Indigenous peoples traditionally share
knowledge, culture, and history over
generations through storytelling — as
do libraries and archives. Other libraries
across Canada have taken equally
meaningful steps on our national
road to truth and reconciliation.
Finally, Some Fun! As often happens,
there are more news items and
intriguing trends than ELAN space
allows. Please keep watch for items of
interest to you, for example the growing
cross-country trend to eliminate
fines in public libraries. Has your
“local” gone “fine free” yet? Secondly,
check out TikTok. Libraries (and
museums) have embraced this virtual
space to creatively engage visitors
(just as libraries did using Facebook,
YouTube, Instagram, etc.). Plus ça
change, plus c’est la même chose!
I welcome your responses to this and
future columns. Please send them
directly to chriswilson@shaw.ca.
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British Columbia
News
By Guy Robertson
This summer the
temperature in the
area of Lytton, B.C.,
reached 49.6 C and set
new Canadian records.
On June 30 a wildfire
destroyed 90 percent
of the townsite including its public
library. More than 1,000 local residents
were forced to evacuate, and many
lost their houses and other property.
The Lytton Library is affiliated with
the Thompson-Nicola Regional
Library, which will work with federal
and provincial government assistance
to replace the Lytton facility and
its assets. Also destroyed was the
Lytton Chinese History Museum,
which held a substantial collection
of artifacts, books, and archives
illustrating contributions made by
Chinese workers in the B.C. Interior.
The Thompson-Nicola Regional
District Board approved the
cancellation of late fines on all library
items. All overdue fines have been
forgiven, and library cards were reset.
The Thompson-Nicola Regional
Library will continue to send reminders
to borrowers and maintain charges for
damaged and lost items. Libraries in
Richmond, Burnaby, North Vancouver
City along with smaller libraries in
Fort St. James, Invermere, and Creston
have done the same. Many of the
province’s librarians believe the finefree trend is strengthening. In June
the Vancouver Public Library (VPL)
announced a two-week Fine Forgiveness
Event to encourage former library
patrons to contact their branches
and request fine cancellations.
VPL and the Pacific Bookworld
News Society were pleased to announce
that playwright, historian, and editor
Betty C. Keller has been awarded
the 28th George Woodcock Lifetime
Achievement Award. In 1983 Keller
founded B.C.’s first annual literary
festival, Sunshine Coast Festival of
the Written Arts. She has written
biographies of Ernest Thompson Seton,

Bertrand Sinclair, and Pauline Johnson
(Canadian Biography Medal winner in
1982). Among Keller’s other awards are
the 1985 Gillian Lowndes Memorial
Award, the 1996 Talewind Books Award,
the 2002 Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal,
and the 2015 Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Literary Excellence.
The University of British Columbia
Library has announced the 2021
winners of Employee Recognition
Awards: Employee Excellence Award
to Emma MacFarlane, Irving K. Barber
Learning Commons Coordinator;
Innovation Award to Hannah
McKendry, Conservation Technician;
and Unsung Hero Award to Veronica
Mewis, Serials Orders Assistant.
In July 2021 the University of the
Fraser Valley appointed Camille
Callison, a member of the Tsesk’iya clan
of the Tāłtān First Nation, as University
Librarian. She earned her MLIS at
UBC in 2005, with a First Nations
Curriculum Concentration. In 2012
Camille became the first Indigenous
Services Librarian at the University of
Manitoba (UM) Libraries where she
developed the Mazinbiige Indigenous
Graphic Novel Collection. She served
on the Indigenous Advisory Circle
and the UM Bid and Implementation
Committees, established to organize
the acquisition of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission archives
and form the National Centre for Truth
and Reconciliation on the UM campus.
As Learning and Organizational
Development Librarian and Indigenous
Strategies Librarian, she developed
the UM libraries’ introduction to
Indigenous Cultural Competency
Training for librarians, archivists,
and library staff. She was a founding
board member of Canadian Federation
of Library Associations/Fédération
canadienne des associations de
bibliothèques, vice-chair of Memory
of the World Canadian Commission
to UNESCO, president of Manitoba
Library Association, and member of
the Indigenous Advisory Group to
the National Film Board. Chair of the
International Federation of Library
Associations’ Indigenous Matters
Section, she is working on a PhD
in anthropology at UM (for more

information, visit https://blogs.ufv.
ca/blog/2021/06/camille-callisonappointed-university-librarian/).

Prairies News
By Alvin M. Schrader
In July 2021 the
Alberta Government
closed the Alberta
Government Library
(AGL), ending access
for Alberta public
servants to libraries
and databases across the country and
to (often prohibitively expensive)
academic journals. AGL was also
responsible for the depository library
program in Alberta. The closure
was intended to eliminate $1.2
million per year in expenditures,
including 12 full-time positions,
claiming AGL was little-used over
the previous two years (conveniently
ignoring the pandemic anomaly).
In May 2021 Calgary Public
Library launched a reading-materials
home-delivery service for Calgarians
who are self-isolating at home.
The Saskatchewan Access to Legal
Information Project is a partnership
among libraries, justice stakeholders,
and community organizations that
is dedicated to increasing legalinformation access for the people of
Saskatchewan. Since 2016 the project
has engaged with Saskatchewan public
libraries to enhance public access to
legal information and resources, in
recognition of resource access as a
critical component in access to justice.
A new website for the National
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation
(NCTR) has been launched (https://
nctr.ca). Created as a trust in 2013,
through an agreement between the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada (TRC) and the University
of Manitoba (https://umanitoba.
ca/admin/indigenous_connect/
media/IND-00-013-NRCASAdminAgreement.pdf), the centre
continues the work started by the
TRC to preserve the memory of
Canada’s residential school system.
It is a permanent host for survivors’
statements, documents, and other
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materials gathered by the TRC
about residential schools; the NCTR
governance structure is described
at https://nctr.ca/about/aboutthe-nctr/nctr-governance/. The
centre’s mandate is for ongoing
learning and research to examine
the residential school system and its
legacy more deeply, with the goal of
fostering reconciliation and healing.
A joint discipline committee
governing the joint master’s and
archival studies programs at the
University of Manitoba — placed under
review in fall 2017 (ELAN No. 63/
Spring 2018, page 14) — has proposed
changes now formally awaiting
approval by the joint senate committee
and respective senate bodies of the
universities of Manitoba and Winnipeg.
Saskatoon Public Library appointed
Winnipeg-based author Di Brandt
as its 41st Writer in Residence from
September 1, 2021 to May 2022. She
is an award-winning writer of several
acclaimed poetry collections as well
as fiction, essays, translations, literary
criticism, and multimedia works. Her
honours include the Gerald Lampert
Award for “best first book of poetry
in Canada,” the McNally Robinson
Manitoba Book of the Year Award, and
the Foreword Gold Medal for Fiction.
She served as the City of Winnipeg’s
inaugural Poet Laureate, 2018 and 2019.
David A. Robertson won the 2021
Freedom to Read Award, given annually
by The Writers’ Union of Canada
during Freedom to Read Week. He is
a Swampy Cree author and graphic
novelist based in Winnipeg. He
has published more than 20 books
across a variety of genres including
novels, children’s books, and memoir.
He also hosts the CBC Manitoba
podcast “Kiwew,” (cbc.ca/listen/cbcpodcasts/425-kiwew). His picture
book, When We Were Alone, about
residential school legacy, was illustrated
by Julie Flett and won the 2017 $25,000
Governor General’s Literary Award
for young people’s illustrated books.
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Ontario News
By Vivienne James
Libraries in Ontario
have continued to do a
great job of responding
to COVID-19
restrictions with creative
services and programs.
Beginning in March
2020, through a Seniors’ Wellness
Check service, Toronto Public Library
(TPL) staff called thousands of seniors
to help break the isolation and provide
important information about TPL’s
services and COVID-19 responses.
TPL hosted six pop-up vaccination
clinics where more than 1,100 people
were vaccinated. National Indigenous
Month was celebrated through
programs and Read Indigenous lists
highlighting collection items. TPL is
now among the 189 library systems
in Canada (with 27 in Ontario and
nine in the Greater Toronto Area)
to eliminate fines for children first,
then for teens and adults. Fines were
found to act as a barrier against the
use of all library services, with a
disproportionate impact on racialized
and low-income communities.
Hamilton Public Library (HPL)
has found a world stage for almost
1,000 books about 18th- and-19thcentury theatre in the Internet Archives,
an online-access tool for worldwide
researchers. HPL is also helping to
set up a library at the HamiltonWentworth Detention Centre, with a
donation of 4,500 new paperbacks.
In July the Guelph Public
Library Board reviewed the latest
architectural design for a new central
library. The three-storey design,
in which community involvement
played a significant role, will result
in a stand-alone institutional anchor
in the Baker District Redevelopment
— a place for community gatherings,
celebration, storytelling, and the
keeping of Guelph’s history. Design
final approval is expected this fall.

In the wake of the tragic discovery of
buried residential schoolchildren, and
as part of June’s National Indigenous
History Month, the University of
Guelph Library has created a new
online collection entitled Exploring
Indigenous Narratives and World
Views (lib.uoguelph.ca/collections/
featured-online-collection-exploringindigenous-narratives-andworldviews). Curated by Indigenous
Initiatives and the University of Guelph
Student Centre, it highlights writers,
content, and research frameworks
through a variety of resources.
Western University Libraries
marked National Indigenous History
Month with a special 30-day challenge
for all ages, as a way to learn about
Indigenous Canadians that included a
collections guide containing materials
created by Indigenous writers.
The Archives Association of
Ontario awarded the 2021 Emerging
Leader Award to archivist Katrina
Cohen-Palacios of York University’s
Clara Thomas Archives & Special
Collections. Katrina has made
important contributions to the
discourse and workflows related
to Canadian archives and linked
data, and played a key role in the
Home Made Visible project (http://
homemadevisible.ca/), which
preserves and celebrates important
memories created by Indigenous
and visible-minority Canadians.
Stephen Lewis, celebrated
humanitarian, diplomat, and activist,
has given his papers to McMaster
University Library. The papers provide
valuable insight into the world’s most
pressing social and global health issues.
At the University of Toronto
in July, Mindy Thuna became
Associate Chief Librarian for Science
Research and Information, and Chief
Librarian Larry Alford received the
Canadian Association of Research
Libraries award for Distinguished
Service to Research Librarianship.
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Quebec News
By Pierre Guilmette and
Peter F. McNally
With the easing of
COVID-19 restrictions,
Quebec libraries hope to
resume normal service
and patron access
during the autumn.
The Quebec Library
Association/l’Association
des bibliothécaires du
Québec held a virtual
annual conference on
May 14. This year’s
theme was Timeless/
Intemporel. The opening
keynote speaker was Leslie Weir,
Librarian and Archivist of Canada, who
provided An Update on Library and
Archives Canada. The closing keynote
speech, The Technological and Social
Future of Libraries, was given by Karim
Boughida, Dean of Libraries, University
of Rhode Island Library. Co-presidents
for 2021/22 are Maria Ressina
(Director, Norman Berman Children’s
Library, Jewish Public Library)
and Barbara Whiston (Assistant
Librarian, Loyola High School).
The Ministry of Culture and
Communications closed its library
in October 2020. The library held
a collection of 27,000 documents,
including many reports and
investigations related to the ministry’s
activities. It also included works on
heritage, communications, media,
intellectual property, radio and
television broadcasting, cinema,
museology, and arts funding. This
administrative decision is probably part
of a process of reducing the number
of Quebec government libraries.
Thirty-five of these libraries have been
closed or integrated into the CécileRouleau Administrative Library
since 2000. The Ministry of Health’s
library was closed in 2015, and the
closure of the Ministry of Culture and
Communications Library might be a
result of pandemic-linked budget cuts.
The Bibliothèque et Archives
nationales du Québec (BAnQ)
digital catalog was shut down

for approximately two months,
starting May 15, 2021, after the
discovery of a flaw that threatened
computer security. The platform is
provided by the Montreal company
InMedia Technologies, and no
data appears to have been lost.
Corrections were made to ensure the
security of this digital resource.
Jean-Louis Roy, President and CEO
of BAnQ, left his position on June 3,
after having held it since 2018, and
his successor, Marie Grégoire, started
in the position on August 9. Her
appointment has been the subject of
reservations in the library community,
and the Council of Ministers has
been criticized for making a partisan
appointment. Madame Grégoire, a
well-known figure in Quebec politics, is
being criticized for not having sufficient
experience for this position. BAnQ is
an institution with 700 employees, 12
establishments, and does business with
2,500 government partners. We can
add here that a very limited number of
people appointed to the management
of BAnQ had professional training
or experience in librarianship. This
situation is not unique to Quebec.
Montreal Public Libraries Network
has joined the Fine Free Libraries
movement. In October 2021, it will stop
imposing fines for returning late books.
Already, 272 Quebec public libraries
have removed late fees. In Montreal,
public libraries stopped charging late
fees at the start of the pandemic. This
decision contributed to the increase
in the number of subscribers, about
22 percent over the past year.

Maritimes News
By Tanja Harrison
As reported in
this column over the
years, Maritime public
libraries have circulated
unique and creative
items, with some of the
memorable selections
including tool kits,
telescopes, and snowshoes. Located
next to the Fredericton Public
Library, a new all-wheel sport plaza
has prompted library staff to acquire
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and circulate skateboards and skills
kits, allowing people to try the sport
before making an investment. More
importantly, free access to skate
equipment has lowered the socioeconomic barrier that might keep
some people (especially community
youth) from engaging in the activity.
As Novanet consortium members,
Nova Scotian university and college
libraries and Mount Allison University
Libraries & Archives have made
the decision to upgrade their shared
integrated library system from Aleph
to Alma, the newest Ex Libris webbased platform. Using a plan several
years in the making, library staff from
every institution across the system
are now fully engaged in a collective
implementation effort, with an
estimated launch mid-2022.
An important, collaborative reading
book club wrapped up at the end of
the school year. Meetings to discuss
The Skin We’re In: A Year of Black
Resistance and Power by Canadian
author and anti-racist activist Desmond
Cole were made possible through
a partnership that included the
University of Prince Edward Island’s
Robertson Library, International
Student Office, Student Union, and
Rotaract Club, Prince Edward Island
Public Library Service, and the
Charlottetown Rotary Club.
After a move by the Halifax Public
Library (HPL) to keep Abigail Shrier’s
controversial book, Irreversible Damage:
The Transgender Craze Seducing our
Daughters, in its collection — despite
requests to remove it — Halifax Pride
responded by ending its longtime
partnership with the library. HPL’s
main reason for this decision was
that removal would be a form of
censorship. Citing misinformation
and transphobic hate speech, a local
backlash against the library ensued,
and many who sided with Halifax Pride
took part in a community petition.
As a commitment to the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada calls to action, Cape Breton
University joins Dalhousie University
in creating a new Indigenous
Librarian position that combines the
responsibilities of the Downie-Wenjack
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Legacy Room, archival projects, and
liaison with Unama’ki College and
local Indigenous communities.
Two Dalhousie School of Library and
Information Science students created an
Indigenous Data Sovereignty Libguide
for Dalhousie University Libraries.
Nova Scotia Community College
(NSCC) Libraries partnered to host
a film screening and discussion of
Cultural Diversity: Food For Thought,
and Stories Are in Our Bones, a short
documentary by Janine Windolph.
Led by NSCC’s Brady Paul, Indigenous
Community and Cultural Liaison
Coordinator, discussion focused on the
different food and mealtime traditions
of pre- and post-colonialism.
Heather Saunders has been hired
as Dean of the Library and Archives,
Acadia University. The university’s
Librarian, Ann Smith, has been elected
as the Atlantic Representative on
the Canadian Federation of Library
Associations (CFLA) board of directors.
Associate Dean Scholarly
Communications & Head Ann
Barrett, Kellogg Library, Dalhousie
University, is on administrative leave
and has announced her upcoming
retirement, after a long and successful
career as a health-sciences librarian.
Tanja Harrison is the recipient of
this year’s Atlantic Provinces Library
Association (APLA) Merit Award,
presented at the annual — and first-ever
virtual — APLA conference, held in
June and hosted by Acadia University.

Newfoundland &
Labrador News
By Dick Ellis
As vaccination rates
have increased in the
province, restrictions
related to the spread
of the virus have been
relaxed. At writing
time, the mask mandate
for interior spaces is
scheduled to be dropped mid-August.
Memorial University Libraries are
gearing up for the return of students to
campus, but an abundance of caution
has kept all services virtual (picking
up physical items by appointment
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only) over the summer. Staff returned
to in-person work mid-July.
The Newfoundland and Labrador
Public Libraries have been open since
May, with masks and social distancing
mandatory and curbside pickup
available. Programs (story hours, author
talks) have continued and COVID-19
protocols are being followed.
In July Susan E. Cleyle stepped
down from the position of Dean of
Libraries at Memorial University
to begin a year’s administrative
leave. At publication time, her
successor has not been appointed.

News from the
North
By Julie Ourom
Libraries across
the North adapted to
changing pandemic and
other circumstances.
While the North is
heavily impacted
by the legacy of
residential schools,
its libraries remain welcoming and
inclusive community places.
Online access soared and new
ventures replaced in-person visits,
library programs, and other activities,
when these were suspended. Yukon
Public Library’s Bright Side project
provided craft kits that became handcrafted cards and bookmarks sent to
more than 150 care-home residents
and garnered accolades. Les p’tits
yeux pointus, the local French youth
book club, gave a set of book-club
books to Yukon Public Libraries.
The Hay River Public Library
offered the 18+ Philosopher’s Lawn
café that served up respectful and
stimulating conversations over the
summer. It also offered a Zoom Virtual
Book Club for families, based on
Sitting Still Like a Frog: Mindfulness
Exercises for Kids, and a spring Boreal
Feast Foraging event encouraged
exploration of the local environment.
The library also provided online paintwith-acrylic sessions and a Mother’s
Day Bake Off/Spring Tea Party.
Children’s programs, including
the TD Summer Reading Club, are

always popular; summer activities
focus on the outdoors and the intense
season with its long daylight hours.
Although in-person National
Indigenous Peoples Day gatherings
were largely cancelled this year, online
events proved popular. The Whitehorse
Public Library contributed to virtual
celebrations with Yukon Indigenous
leaders reading from Richard Van
Camp’s Welcome Song for Baby:
A lullaby for newborns. At the the
library, kids younger than 14 were
invited to draw a picture inspired by
a Game On! theme and win a chance
to paint their entry on the interior
glass windows in the kids’ area of the
library. At the Kwanlin Dün Cultural
Centre, Kate Harris, author of Lands
of Lost Borders: Out of Bounds on
the Silk Road, presented a slide show
and reading to a capacity crowd.
Yellowknife Public Library’s
Books and the Outdoors Family
Bingo encouraged participants to
enjoy the world around them. An
adult Book Bingo, in partnership
with a local bookstore, enticed an
older audience through reading
challenges. The Iqaluit Centennial
Library tempted a young audience
with loans of Xbox and PlayStation 3.
The North benefits from such
initiatives as Library and Archives
Canada’s Heritage Communities
Program and the federal Universal
Broadband Fund Rapid Response
Stream that will improve high-speed
Internet connectivity and affordability
to communities in Nunavut and
the Northwest Territories.
School libraries in the Sakku
School (Coral Harbour, Nunavut) and
Deh Gáh School (Fort Providence,
N.W.T.), are among 30 Canadian
elementary-school libraries to receive
funding for a facelift, through the
Indigo Love of Reading Foundation.
Five years after the Northwest
Territories’ law library was shuttered
and replaced by a resource centre,
local efforts continue the campaign
for a return to the same full service
provided in all other jurisdictions.
Please send news items about library
matters in Canada’s North to me
at crocuscats@gmail.com.
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News from Canadian
Library/Information
Studies Schools
Compiled by Judy Dunn
University of British
Columbia iSchool
Library, Archival
and Information
Studies (iSchool)
By Guy Robertson
The iSchool has
received funding from UBC Vancouver
Academic Excellence Funds for a
project entitled Re-envisioning the First
Nations Curriculum Concentration
(FNCC). Facilitated by FNCC Coordinator Amy Perreault and
professors Lisa Nathan and Luanne
Sinnamon, the project will create
an FNCC vision statement, rework
the structure of the FNCC advisory
board, and plan for the development of
interdisciplinary courses. Students in
the Theory and Practice of Oral History
course have developed the 2020 (Re)
Collection Project, an exhibit that
features interviews with the students’
friends and family members, as well
as strangers. Interviewees described
the ways our lives have changed
during the pandemic. The school
congratulated Dual MASLIS student
Caleigh Matheson on receiving an
Aboriginal Graduate Fellowship, a
merit-based award for Indigenous
students participating in a fulltime, thesis-based graduate-degree
program. UBC’s Faculty of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies annually
selects only 12 Fellowship winners.
Western University,
Faculty of Information and
Media Studies (FIMS)
By Becky Blue
On March 9, the FIMS Graduate
Library invited Winnipeg author David
Alexander Robertson to speak with
students about his work. The event was
hosted by the MLIS course Introduction
to Indigenizing and Decolonizing LIS.
Of Swampy Cree heritage, Robertson
has written more than 25 books
reflecting Indigenous peoples, their
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cultures, and their histories. On July 1
the wider FIMS community was
also pleased to welcome new faculty
members Sally Kewayosh, originally
of Walpole Island First Nation, Ont.,
and Sofia Locklear, a member of the
Lumbee Tribe in N.C. Kewayosh and
Locklear collectively bring expertise in
filmmaking, whiteness, the racialization
of Indigenous people, and public-health
research. With COVID-19 restrictions
relaxing over the summer and an inperson start to the fall term, the entire
community is savouring the chance to
once again collaborate face-to-face.

family leave since January and will
return mid-fall. Dr. Inge Alberts
began her one-year academic leave
as of July 1, 2021. This fall, ÉSIS will
virtually welcome an American Library
Association–appointed external
review panel of five members for two
days, to engage with our students,
faculty, alumni, and wider stakeholder
community, as part of our regular reaccreditation process. We were very
fortunate to receive approval to hire
a new tenure-track professor in the
area of digital humanities and big data,
with a planned hire date of July 2022.

University of Toronto,
Faculty of Information (iSchool)
By Ann Brocklehurst
The pandemic continues to have
major effects. The goal for the fall 2021
and winter 2022 terms has been to
develop a plan that includes in-person
components for as many courses
as possible and provide in-person
experiences for every learner, while
protecting the health and safety of
everyone in our community. This has
been a complex balancing act, but the
faculty is well on its way to meeting
its goal. Dean Wendy Duff has been
reappointed for an additional two
years, until June 2023, and the faculty
has completed a self-assessment of its
programs and activities. The resulting
report, as well as the feedback and
recommendations received from
external reviewers, will aid the faculty
in the strategic-planning process on
which it is about to embark. The faculty
has also hired its first-ever Director
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.

McGill University,
School of Information Studies (SIS)
By Peter F. McNally
McGill University expects in-class
teaching to resume in September.
The School of Information Studies
recently hired Assistant Professor,
Gracen Brilmyer, whose PhD thesis
from the Department of Information
Studies, UCLA, is entitled Proximity
Matters: Disability, Erasure & the
Archival Bond of Natural History.
Research areas include accessibility of
computer systems, digital archiving,
and information organization. Professor
Catherine Guastavino’s research on
urban sounds has been featured on the
Radio Canada TV show Découverte,
with the participation of several SIS
students and postdoctoral students from
the Sounds in the City partnership. The
student’s association has organized the
online purchase of school merchandise
— casual sportswear — with orders
placed online and shipped directly.

University of Ottawa,
School of Information Studies (ÉSIS)
By Mary Cavanagh
During the past pandemic year,
all teaching and learning happened
virtually. Our fall 2021 term will also
be conducted only virtually, while
we expect to return to campus for
the winter 2022 term. We welcomed
27 new students in the fall of 2020,
and will welcome approximately the
same number in the fall of 2021. In
terms of faculty comings and goings,
Dr. Stefanie Haustein has been on

Université de Montreal, École de
bibliothéconomie et des sciences
de l’information (EBSI)
By Isabelle Bourgey
In April 2021, the Departmental
Assembly of EBSI voted unanimously to
strongly condemn the cuts to programs
and positions at Laurentian University
in Sudbury. In May we conducted
our annual survey of master’s degree
graduates, and we happily discovered
the COVID-19 pandemic did not have
a significant impact on placement rate.
The results indicate 89.8 percent of
respondents (class of 2020) had a job
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at survey time. On the research front,
Professor Vincent Larivière, Scientific
Director for Consortium Érudit,
received a $3 million Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council grant
(2020–2023) for the Pan-Canadian
Knowledge Access Initiative. This
funding will support Coalition Publica,
a Pan-Canadian partnership that
brings together key players in scholarly
publishing and research in Canada
and abroad, in support of an open and
sustainable ecosystem for scholarly
communication. Jean-Philippe Warren
(Concordia University), Florence
Millerand (L’Université du Québec
à Montréal), Juan Pablo Alperin
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(Simon Fraser University) and Stefanie
Haustein (University of Ottawa) are
co-investigators on this project.
Dalhousie University,
School of Information
Management (SIM)
By Vivian Howard
The winter and spring terms have
been busy. We have continued to offer
all classes virtually, and are looking
forward to a greater return to in-person
teaching in the fall term. SIM held two
well-attended virtual public lectures:
Reflections of a First Nations librarian
from the 1970s to the present, given
by Gene Anne Joseph (the Dalhousie

Horrocks National Leadership
Lecture); and On the Never-Ending
Serials Crisis and the Need to Re-Think
Scholarly Publishing presented by
Dr. Philippe Mongeon, an assistant
professor at SIM. In addition to these
formal public lectures, we held a very
successful virtual student-and-alumni
research day, consisting of lightning
current-research project presentations.
We also held a virtual convocation
and awards celebration, which was
very well attended by graduates and
their families and friends, as well
as by all SIM faculty and staff.

Milestones
Obituaries
Renana Almagor died April 20, 2021,
in Toronto. Renana held three degrees.
A graduate of the Seneca College
Library and Information Technician
Program, she worked at the U of T
Centre for Criminology Library.
Patricia Jean Appavoo died August
13, 2021, age 84, in Toronto. After
earning a BA and BLS at the University
of Alberta, she went to India to work
as a librarian at the United Theological
College in Bangalore. On her return to
Canada with her husband and daughter,
and while working as a librarian at
Victoria College, Pat continued her
academic pursuits, earning her MA
and PhD in political science at U of T.
Later, she became University Librarian
at Athabasca University, then founding
University Librarian at University
of Northern British Columbia. Pat
had been a longtime ELA member.
Stephen Douglas Bateman died May
26, 2021, age 73, in Stratford, ON. A
graduate of the University of Alberta,
he was a branch manager, then an
area manager responsible for several
locations, at Calgary PL. Stephen
was instrumental in the building of
Calgary libraries, especially the Nose
Hill branch. He retired in 1993.

Compiled by Irena Lewycka
Barbara Joan Gowan Campbell (née
Smyth) died April 20, 2021, age 88,
in Guelph, ON. She graduated with a
degree in modern languages from U of
T, and later worked at Trinity College
Library while studying for a library
science degree. Barbara was involved for
many years with the U of T Book Sale.

She completed her
BA in history and a
diploma in teacherlibrarianship, before obtaining her
MLIS from UBC in 2008. She taught
for 28 years, mostly in the BC public
school system. She will be remembered
by the thousands of students she helped.

Barbara Mary Carlton (née Black)
died August 9, 2021, age 86, in Bayfield
Inlet, ON. She attended St. Michael’s
College, U of T, and graduated with
honours English in 1955, winning the
gold medal. A trip to the library at the
age of five inspired her passion for
reading and her career. Encouraged
by her husband, she returned to
complete her library science degree
while she had four children under the
age of nine. She joined the former
Galt PL, eventually leading the
reference department at the Cambridge
Library & Gallery in Ontario.

Ann Eddie died July 19, 2021, age
79, in Toronto. Ann held a BLS
and an MLS. Her career led from
Mississauga Library to Scarborough
PL and then to Toronto PL.

Moira Dexter died July 11, 2021, age
89, in Ottawa. She worked in television
for many years, then returned to
university to earn a master’s degree
in library science at the age of 60.
Sharon Angela Doyle died June 21,
2021, age 52, in Tsawwassen, BC.

Donald John Forgie died May 21,
2021, age 94, in Ottawa. He studied
political science and economics at
U of T, where he was a photo editor
of The Varsity, then earned his MBA
and MLS. Fascinated by advances
in communication technology, he
taught at the formerly named U of T
Faculty of Library and Information
Science for many years.
Joyce Marian Gardiner died July 4,
2021, age 93, in Cooksville, ON. Marian
earned a BLS at U of T in 1950, and
retired from the Toronto PL in 1988.
Alexander Bruce Geddes died
April 6, 2021, age 81, in Perth, ON.
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Bruce earned his BLS at UBC. He
worked for Toronto PL, then became
Chief Librarian, County of Lennox
& Addington PL. Later ordained as
a priest for the Anglican Diocese
of Ontario, he served the parish of
Parham-Sharbot Lake from 1988
until his retirement in 2004.
Frances Katherine Gorber died June
22, 2021, age 83, in Winnipeg. She
earned her BSc/BEd at the University
of Manitoba, then her library science
degree at McGill. School Librarian at
Aberdeen High School in Winnipeg,
she later taught at Wolseley School
and Machray School, retiring in 1998.
Brenda Grassau died April 28,
2021, age 86, in Ottawa. Brenda
received her teaching certificate from
Macdonald College in Montreal and,
while teaching full-time, she went
on to pursue her undergraduate
degree at Sir George Williams, and
then her BLS at McGill. Her first
librarian posting was at Queen’s
University, followed by a position at
the University of Guelph’s Ontario
Veterinary College. After raising a
family, Brenda worked at Mississauga
PL’s Burnhamthorpe branch.
Lois Marie Haynes died June 26, 2021,
age 87, in Rossland, BC. Rossland
City Librarian for many years, she
enjoyed sharing her love of reading
with everyone who dropped in.
Jennifer Fiona Holland died July
3, 2021, age 50, in London, ON.
She completed her LLB at Western
in 1998 and was called to the bar
in 2000. Jen earned her MLIS at
Western in 2001 and became Legal
Research and Reference Librarian at
WeirFoulds LLP in Toronto. Moving to
London, she was Research Librarian,
Faculty of Law at Western, a position
she held from 2007 to 2013.
Marjorie Judah (née Carter) died
May 7, 2021, age 98, in Calgary. She
earned a BA in 1943 from Winnipeg’s
United College and a BLS in 1944 from
McGill. She served in the Navy during
the Second World War; following

discharge, she took librarian positions at
Verdun High School and the Commerce
Library at McGill. In 1969, Marjorie
earned her MLS degree at McGill. Head
Librarian, Howard Ross Management
Library, she worked until retirement.
Mary Esme Leask, died June
26, 2021, age 96, in Victoria. She
earned her BA from Western, then
graduated from UBC as a librarian
in 1964 and worked for the BC
library system, retiring in 1982.
Margaret Isabel Little (née
MacLean) died April 9, 2021,
age 96, in Woodbridge, ON. She
was a volunteer with Woodbridge
PL, which was originally housed
in the former Woodbridge Jail.
As chair of the Woodbridge PL
Board, she oversaw the opening of
Woodbridge’s first “real library.”
Dorothy MacLeod Forsyth died
July 20, 2021, age 96, in Ottawa. She
graduated from UBC in 1947, earning
the gold medal in agriculture. She
worked in Summerland, BC, then
studied at McGill, graduating from
library school in 1950, at the top of her
class. She returned to the Summerland
Experimental Farm to build an extensive
library. In 1954 she was appointed
Travelling Librarian in charge of all
Canadian regional libraries for the
Canadian Department of Agriculture,
headquartered in Ottawa, where she
stayed until her retirement in 1980.
Ian Ross MacIntosh died May 22,
2021, age 66, in Sydney, as a result of
injuries sustained May 15, when he
was struck by a vehicle while out for
his daily walk. Ian attended Carleton
University and Dalhousie, where he
earned BA and MLS degrees. Regional
Librarian, Cape Breton Regional Library
System, for 37 years, he became Deputy
Chief Librarian, allowing him to devote
more time to building the library’s
collections. Ian had recently retired.
Anna Marion Shepley Matthias died
July 2, 2021, age 79, in Newmarket,
ON. With a library science degree
from U of T, Marion enjoyed many
years as a librarian at the City of

Markham PL, retiring as Technical
Services Manager in 1985. In 2017
Markham honoured her with a Canada
150 Women of Distinction Award.
Stanley A. Milner, OC, AOE, MSM,
CD, BSc, LL.D (Hon) died April 21,
2021, in Edmonton. Chair of the
Edmonton PL Board of Trustees
from 1963 to 1968, he spearheaded
the construction of the main library
as a Centennial project. Stan was
recognized when the downtown library
was named in his honour in 1996. He
remained committed to EPL, serving
as honorary chair of its first capital
fundraising campaign, Foundations of
Learning, which enabled the building
of three new libraries. In 1999 Stan
agreed to chair a campaign to raise
funds for major interior renovations to
the library named in his honour. The
renovations to the children’s library
are a result of a generous donation
made in honour of the memory
of his daughter Shelley Milner.
LaRea Moody died July 4, 2021, age
93, in Barrie, ON. LaRea attended
Columbia University and Brooklyn
College, earning a BA in political
science in 1948. She moved to Thunder
Bay with her family in 1971, where
she enrolled at Lakehead University,
then taught at the university’s School
of Library Technology for 10 years.
In 1981 she became Courthouse
Librarian, Ontario Superior Court of
Justice, where she worked for 19 years.
Upon her retirement, the Thunder Bay
Law Association renamed the library
the LaRea Moody Law Library.
Margaret Anne Moreau died May
27, 2021, age 73, in Peterborough,
ON. Margaret earned her MLS
from U of T, was Social Sciences
Specialist at TPL’s Northern District
Library, then a teacher in Toronto.
She was an ELA member.
Lynette Eugenie Ng (née Blizzard)
died April 28, 2021, age 85, in Ottawa.
Librarian of Health Science, University
of Ottawa, she retired in 1999.
Jean Elizabeth Painter died April
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24, 2021, age 82, in Ottawa. She was a
graduate of the universities of Carleton
and Ottawa, in journalism and library
science, respectively. She worked as a
librarian on Parliament Hill and later
taught at Algonquin College, as head
of the Library Technology program.

went to Victoria College, U of T,
earning academic medals while
studying modern languages. She
worked in Etobicoke libraries before
returning to U of T in her fifties,
earning an MLS. Jean loved library
life and worked into her seventies.

Irene Palmer died September 7, 2021,
age 99, in Calgary. Raised on a farm,
she was a hard worker, a ship riveter
during the Second World War, then an
English teacher who went on to earn
a master’s degree in library science at
Arizona State University, Tempe. She
retired after 30-plus years as a school
librarian with the Calgary Board of
Education. Irene had a lifelong love
affair with books and reading.

Catherine Louise Sheldrick Ross
died September 11, 2021, age 75, in
London, ON. She studied at Western
University (BA, PhD, MLIS) and U of T
(MA). She was a professor, then Dean
in what is now Western’s Faculty of
Information and Media Studies. Her
research focused on readers’ experience,
reference services and readers’ advisory,
and Canadian literature, particularly
the works of Alice Munro. Her research
on reading for pleasure grew out of her
own lifelong passion for reading. She
authored numerous scholarly books,
and four children’s books. She was a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.

Helen Perry died May 4, 2021, age
85, in Orillia, ON. She pioneered the
talking book service at the CNIB,
where she worked for 25 years. She
was Secretary of the International
Federation of Library Association
Section of Libraries for the Blind.
Frederick Walter Popowich died
August 6, 2021, age 74, in New Glasgow,
NS. Fred graduated from Loyola (now
Concordia), with a BA in theology, then
earned a BLS from U of T. As CUSO
volunteers, Fred and his wife Coreen
worked in Nigeria for two years. In 1973
they moved to New Glasgow, where
Fred worked at Pictou-Antigonish
Regional Library as a librarian,
Technical Services Librarian, and
Deputy Chief Librarian, retiring in
2013. Fred was also a past-president of
the Nova Scotia Library Association.
Erika Maria Rebello died August
11, 2021, age 85, in Windsor, ON.
Immigrating from Germany in
1966, she joined the Windsor PL’s
Sandwich Branch in a clerical
position. She obtained a University
of Windsor history degree in 1972,
and an MLS, in 1974, from Wayne
State University. In 1995 she retired
from the Windsor PL as Senior
Librarian and High School Liaison.
Jean Elizabeth Rider died August
15, 2021, age 90, in Toronto. She

Ruth Aileen Russell died April 30,
2021, age 88, in Toronto. Ruth was Head
Librarian at Toronto’s David and Mary
Thomson Collegiate from 1961 to 1993.
Beatrice “Babs” Saunders died
August 6, 2021, age 103, in Toronto.
After graduating from Trinity College
at U of T, in 1940, Babs completed
librarian training, then worked in U
of T libraries, followed by Bell Canada
in Montreal, before returning to
Toronto to become Chief Librarian,
Trinity College, until her retirement.
During her time at Trinity, she
helped found a Friends of the Library
group and the Annual Book Sale,
a spectacular fundraiser for which
Babs volunteered in retirement.
Peter John Smith died July 7, 2021,
age 85, in Toronto. An architect,
he designed Trent University’s Bata
Library (1969) and the National
Library and Archives building
auditorium reconstruction.
Lorna Diane Toolis died August
11, 2021, age 68, in Toronto. Her
distinguished tenure at TPL’s renowned
collection, Science Fiction, Speculation
and Fantasy — known until 1990 as

the Spaced Out Library and later as
the Merril Collection — spanned its
renaming in honour of the late Judith
Merril. Lorna guided its growth into a
world-famous special collection until
her retirement as Senior Department
Head. Her knowledge of the genre
was inexhaustible and her enthusiasm
unbounded, as her many popular
lecture presentations and articles attest.
Eleanor Wees (née Belyea), died July
30, 2021, age 98, in Ottawa. With a BA
from the University of New Brunswick
(1945) and a BLS from U of T (1946)
she was Head Cataloguer, UNB Library
from 1946 to 1953. In 1953, she moved
to the recently-established National
Library of Canada (later Library and
Archives Canada). Eleanor and a
small group of other librarians and
professionals, led by W. Kaye Lamb,
were the founders who gave initial
shape and direction to the National
Library. In 1952 she met Ian Campbell
Wees, who had come to work at the
Canadian Bibliographic Centre (the
forerunner of the National Library).
Between 1953 and 1958, and from 1964
until her retirement in 1987, she worked
on Canadiana, and as a cataloguer of
books and, later, of sound recordings.
Margaret Susan Whiteside died July 8,
2021, age 81, in Charlottetown. Susan
earned a BA from Dalhousie University,
an MA (history) from UBC, and a
library science degree from U of T.
She worked as a librarian at Dalhousie
and the Nova Scotia Museum.

Obituaries are brief due to
space constraints.
The ELA website,
exlibris.ca/doku.
php?id=elan:memories_
and_tributes, provides more
information celebrating
the lives of our members.
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Retirements

Correction
Ture R. Erickson died September
21, 2020, age 84, in Vancouver. A
library science graduate of UBC,
he became Head of Sedgewick
Library at UBC in 1965.
Ken Haigh, CEO of Collingwood PL,
ON, for eight years, left at the end
of April 2021. In a change of career,
he looks forward to completing a
second book and qualifying as an ESL
teacher overseas. Prior to working at
the Collingwood PL, Ken was CEO
at the L. E. Shore Memorial Library,
Thornbury, ON, for many years. Ashley
Kulchycki succeeded him in June 2021.
Lynne C. Howarth, Professor
Emerita and former Dean, Faculty of
Information, U of T, retired at the end
of June 2021. She is one of the preeminent cataloging and classification
theorists of her time and author or
coauthor of at least 95 publications.
Completing her PhD in 1990, Lynne
was appointed to the Faculty of
Information the same year. She served
as Dean (1996–2003), Associate Dean,
Research, (July 2010–June 2013), and
Interim Director of the Museum Studies

Program (September 2008 – December
2009). In 2017 she received the ALISE
/ Connie Van Fleet Award for Research
Excellence in Public Library Services
to Adults. Lynne is currently working
on a three-year Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council–funded
project entitled Show, Tell, Bridge: The
Affordance of Objects in Negotiating
Individual and Group Identity.
Kim Isaac retired on June 30, 2021,
after 21 years as University Librarian
at the University of the Fraser Valley. A
student at the university, Kim went on
to earn an MLS degree at University of
British Columbia. In 1989 she returned
as Program Head for the Library and
Information Technology Program,
then became University Librarian in
2000. The new University Librarian is
Camille Callison (see “British Columbia
News” in this issue, page 15).
Mary-Jo Mahoney retired from
Trent Hills PL, ON, earlier this
year. She joined the three-branch
library 24 years ago as Children’s
Librarian/Assistant CEO and, in
2015, became CEO. Graeme Peters
succeeded her in July 2021.
Penny Markland, Branch Librarian
Melfort PL, SK, retired on May 27,

2021. Penny worked
at the library for 37
years, the last 17
as Branch Librarian. Melfort PL is
part of the Wapiti Regional Library
that serves central Saskatchewan.
Cathryn Rodney retired from
Bracebridge PL, ON, on June 30, 2021,
after 15 years as CEO. Cathryn earned
her BA from Western University in
1981, then managed a bookstore before
returning to Western to earn her degree
in library science in 1985. After a
range of professional experiences, she
joined Bracebridge PL in 2006. Crystal
Bergstrome succeeded her in July 2021.
Karen Schecter, CEO of Smiths
Falls PL, ON, retired in March 2021.
In 1984 she joined the library as
Children’s Librarian and became CEO
in 1987. In 2005 she received the
Joyce Brennan Award for her tireless
efforts and contributions to the arts
and culture in Smiths Falls. Amanda
Foster succeeded her in May 2021.
Caroline Shewburg, CEO of West
Perth PL, Mitchell, ON, retired
in September 2020. Caroline had
headed the library for 23 years.
Rosemary Minnella succeeded her.

Laughing in the Library
By Matt Scholtz
Sign outside a bankrupt bookstore: “Words Failed Us.”
Trying to be clear and unequivocal when calling patrons about their reserve books is sometimes difficult. That’s the
problem we had when we called a patron to tell him that his reserve was available: Sooner or Later. (It was a bit like
the classic Abbott and Costello “Who’s On First?” sketch.)
More frequently than I would like, books about Alzheimer’s disease were regularly listed on outgoing overdue notices.
A student once asked for a book about moths. So, I gave her a book entitled A Guide For Young Mothers.
She was not amused.
If you have a humorous personal story or anecdote to share about your library
career, send it to mattscholtz@rogers.com. n
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Romancing the Stone: A Brief Study in the Power of Artifacts
By Guy Robertson

Y

ears ago, a student in my
Library History class became
fascinated with the Rosetta
stone, a world-famous Egyptian artifact
in the British Museum. She wrote a
paper on the stone, and a second paper
on the Egyptian collections in the
British Museum. In the latter paper,
she noted that the stone was the most
popular artifact in the museum, in the
same way that the Mona Lisa is the
most popular painting in the Louvre.
At the end of the term, the student
told me it was her desire to travel to
London and see the Rosetta stone
in its glass case. She said it was
“the ultimate goal” on her bucket
list, and nothing else came close.
She graduated from Langara
College, found a job at a local corporate
library, and saved up to go to the
U.K. She also met a fellow whom she
liked a lot. He was a geologist and
understood her interest in the stone.
He suggested they fly to London
during her vacation. They did. And,

one morning, they walked up the
British Museum’s front-entrance stairs
and into the gallery that contains the
Rosetta stone. For her, this was a peak

experience. She was overcome with joy.
“Dang, that’s impressive,”
said her boyfriend. “That’s a
fine piece of granodiorite.”
“This is a fantastic moment in
my life,” said my former student.
“I will never forget being here.”
“Well then,” said her boyfriend,
“will you marry me? It seems like a
good time to ask. You don’t have to,
but you’ll always associate me with the
first time you saw the Rosetta stone.”
My former student accepted his
proposal there and then. She started
to weep, and his eyes became damp
as well. A group of French tourists
overheard their conversation, gathered
around them and started to applaud.
It was a fine morning at
the British Museum….
Among many books on the subject,
Budge’s is a standard work on a famous
stone: a popular description of all things
Rosetta. The 2015 edition is available
on Project Gutenburg at https://www.
gutenberg.org/ebooks/48649.
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