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ibrisNews
rtes from Your Executive
'here have been some
nt changes to your Ex
is Executive.
Shortly after the Annual
together, Lynn Matthews
;ned because of family
th problems. Our new
-President, Eileen Daniel,
ed to move up to be
ident, and Harry Campbell
ed to become Vice-President.
.11 the Member-at-Large
created by this shuffle, Al

Bowron was appointed to the
Board. These changes were
ratified at the January meeting
of your Executive.
We very much regret Lynn
Matthews' resignation and
send him our best wishes at
this time. And best wishes to
departing members-at-large
Keith Crouch and Carol
Lindsay. Welcome to new members-at-large John Arndt and
Joan Winearls.

ce-Regal Photo: Gathered at the OLA's Super Conference, OLA Presidents
an d OLA Board Present. Back row: Lar ry Moore (1975), National Librarian
Carrier. Stephen Abram (President-elect 2002), E ri k Spicer (1963), Al
on (1967), John D. Snell (1959), Karen Smith (1978), J an e Horrocks (1995),
m Craig (1993), St an Skrzeszewski (1991), Ger ry Meek (1988), June Wilson
)), B rian Bell (1998), Brent Roe, Diane Bedard, John Black (1996), Greg
^n (1997), Gerda Molson (1988), Janet Kaufm an . Front row: Peter Rogers
3), Robin Dunbar, Margaret MacLe an , Elizabeth Rossnagel, Bet ty Hardie
l), Je an Orpwood (1981), Madge Allwood (1979), The Right Hon. Adrienne
:son, Governor General of C an ada, Elizabeth Hoffman (2000), Michael
y (2001), Paula de Ronde (1992), Janice Hayes (1994). Only seven OLA
dents were unable to be at the 100th Anniversary activities. The OLA Board
rectors held a luncheon for the visiting past presidents immediately after
vent at which time the OLA's 100-year history issue of Access was released.
)y may be ordered from the OLA toll free at 1-866-873-9867.

The Hopes and Fears of a Very Civil Servant
By Bill

Roedde

I was Director of Provincial Library
Service in Ontario from 1960 to 1980.
The early years under Bill Davis as
Minister of Education were encouraging.
There was a new Public Libraries Act
and more money for libraries. But in
1969 I was told by the Assistant Deputy
Minister that a new director of the
branch would soon be announced.
I was pretty sure I knew some reasons for this. I had complained that
recent salary increases excluded me. My
wife had run for Toronto City Council as
a New Democratic Party candidate. I
had not supported the recommendation
in the Hall-Dennis report that public
libraries be transferred to boards of
education.
I wrote a memo to the Assistant
Deputy Minister pointing out that the
Public Libraries Act described the
responsibilities of the "Director of
Provincial Library Service," and that the
proposed new director was not a librarian. A few weeks later, he phoned to say
that the change would not occur.
In 1972 we were transferred to the
Ministry of Colleges and Universities,
and in 1975 to the Ministry of Culture
and Recreation.
Early in 1975, the Minister of
Culture and Recreation, Robert Welch,
announced that a new branch called
Libraries and Community Information
would be formed. But with the 1975
election, the Conservatives lost their
majority. They tried again in 1977 but
failed. The minority Conservatives
depended on NDP votes in the
Legislature. I was appointed Director of
Libraries and Community Information,
with an increase in salary.
By 1977, the Niagara Regional
Library System was in trouble with its
•
ataloguing service. I did what I could meetings, reports to the Minister, a special audit, and a draft of a new Act
based on Al Bowron's 1975 report,
which would have permitted the amalgamation of Niagara with other regions.

I met with my Minister, Mr. Welch, but
he did not want to proceed with the legislation. Much later, in 1984, similar
legislation was enacted.
I knew that Vince Needham, the
Niagara director, was ill. He died in
1980. But I didn't know that his financial manager was stealing money - he
was later jailed. Niagara went bankrupt
in 1980.
It was no surprise when the
Assistant Deputy Minister said "Bill, we
have a great new job for you: Archivist
at the Royal Ontario Museum."
After nearly four years in a very
interesting museum, I retired in 1985 at
age 60 with a pretty good pension. Was I
treated unfairly? No. Life is a process of
change and it is best to grin through it
all.

Confessions of A Conference Addict
By Al Bowron

If you are tired of a good conference
you are tired of the good life.
Personally I have never been able to
resist the chance to walk the halls of a
conference hotel and trade gossip with a
colleague I hadn't seen in a year. Of
course, this experience is all in the past
now. Even when my expenses had to be
paid out of my own pocket during my 23
years as a freelance consultant, I continued to look forward to conference
season, life among my peer group and a
kind of shipboard milieu of intense
activity.
Such memories returned last
February when I attended the 100th
anniversary conference of the Ontario
Library Association. I was invited as an
ex-president (1967). 1 have now attended some 80 national and provincial
library conferences, plus seven international ones since the beginning of my
career in 1949. My experience of these
gatherings is now a soup of memories.
The years, the locations, the resolutions,
the committee work, the banquet speakers, the hotel bars, the issues debated
can no longer be identified with any
confidence. (The Norton Years is a great
help with these details but no such reference work is available for provincial
organizations.)
Who hung out the window of the
Royal Connaugh hotel on the end of the
fire escape rope at the Hamilton conference? Who disrupted a serious meeting
in Ottawa singing and playing a banjo
outside the meeting room? Who climbed
from one publisher's suite to another
along the parapet on the top floor of the
a hotel in Niagara Falls? Who dove into
the pool of Jasper Park Lodge and came
to the surface with his cigar still lit? I
remember a skeletal Angus Mowat and
son Farley arriving at the Halifax conference from Ontario three days late in the
Scotch Bonnet.
The Montreal conference was
notable for me because I met and talked
to Leonard Cohen and Irving Layton.

AL BOWRON REHERSING FOR A FIRM STAND EN ROUTE TO THE CLA SASKATOON
CONFERENCE, 1955.

The IFLA meeting in Frankfurt turned
sour with the hurried departure of the
Czechoslovakian delegates after news of
the invasion of their country by Soviet
and East German troops was received.
There are many such memories, some
sad, some joyous, some best forgotten.
Of course there were important
issues debated at all those section and
committee meetings. A few come to
mind. There was the great Public
Lending Rights debate. Intellectual freedom was a perennial topic. Federal
funding for libraries was hot for a while,
as was the future of the CLA itself and
the level of fees and memberships. The
bi-cultural, bilingual debate raged for
several years, unfortunately ending in
the CLA rejecting its role as a national
association.
However, I tend to agree with Quill
and Quire of July, 1975. when it reported: Most delegates will be coming to get
what they paid for: a learning experience and a chance to meet their colleagues from across the country."
Perhaps it is too much to expect that
any conference, no matter how well
organized, would result in tangible or
direct benefit to users of libraries or,
indeed, that results should fertilize the

next one so that growth is discernible
and problems resolved.
So what are the issues that CLA
delegates are tackling these days? Since
I have been out of touch for several
years, I asked Paula de Ronde, Harry
Campbell and even the current president, Stan Skrzeszewski. All were
vaguely helpful. Bill Roedde, a life member, produced recent copies of Feliciter. I
gather that the effects of digital technology, its control, cost and access is the
big one. However, the old chestnuts taxes on books, self-censorship, the
structure and future of CIA (now
euphemistically called 'Reinventing CLA.
Together"), copyright legislation and federal grants to libraries - are still roasting on the grill. Not that much has
changed.
Ah, how sweet it would be to step
up to the microphone again on a point
of privilege and propose an amendment
to an amendment that would resolve all
issues.
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Driving A Bookmobile in
Northwestern Ontatio in the 1950's
By Bill Roedde
I arrived in Rosslyn Village but couldn't
find the librarian. Her neighbours didn't
know where she had gone. I drove to the
Rosslyn brick plant where her husband
was manager. He grinned at me. "Didn't
you find hef.9 " I shook my head. "She's
practicing for a walkathon. She passed
here a few minutes ago."
I hopped into the bookmobile and
roared off down the road. I found her
going at quite a pace. She called off
training for the day and we went back to
the books. (I'm afraid she didn't win the
18-mile walkathon).
Roads in winter are often hazardous. I
remember calling at the Mabella school
for the first time. The CNR flag-stop is at
the bottom of the a steep hill. The ice in
the ruts of the road glistened in the gray
light of the late afternoon. I made it
down all right. But when I waved goodbye to the young teacher and her eight
pupils. I faced trouble. Twice I tried to
get up that hill, and twice I failed.
Finally, after putting chairs on the rear
wheels and talking "tactics" with a couple of sympathetic citizens, I made it.
I didn't drive down to Mabella in winter
again. I bought a $2 toboggan. (It was
late February and they were on sale;
librarians have to economize.) Early in
March I stopped the truck at the top of
the Mabella hill, strapped a box of 60
books on the toboggan, aimed it and let
go. It stayed on the road-rut almost to
the bottom. I pulled it out of the snowbank and continued to the school.
Pulling that 70-pound "toboggan library"
back up the hill wasn't easy, but it was
good exercise!

AN APPEAL TO OUR
MEMBERS
We need your help! The Recruitment Committee is asking
for your assistance in recruiting new members.
Do you have colleagues who would enjoy the benefits of
membership in ELA? If each member suggested at least
one name, we could, potentially, double our membership
and strengthen the Association.
We depend on you to supply names of friends and
colleagues who would appreciate an invitation to join
ELA. We will send a letter of invitation, a membership
form and a recent issue of ELN to everyone suggested.
Please do it today! Provide names and addresses to the
Recruitment Committee:
KATHERINE PACKER
packer@interlog. corn
416-483-2812
DIANE HENDERSON
hender@fis. utoronto. ca
416-487-9108
Or forward them to the main ELA mailing address.
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1927 - 1930: The Muddle Years
The Founding of the Canadian Library Association
By Basil Stuart Stubbs
This text first appeared in the Canadian
Library Association's Feliciter and is
reprinted here with permission from Basil
Stuart-Stubbs and the Canadian Library
Association (CIA). It is the fourth installment of Stuart-Stubbs' continuing saga of
attempts to form a Canadian Library
Association. The full text of this paper can
be found on the CLA web site, www.cta.ca.
Previous installments included the following events:
• Lawrence Burpee proposes starting
a Canadian library association but
brings the 1912 American Library
Association annual conference to
Ottawa instead.
• A model for a Canadian library
council proposed by John Ridington is
approved by a meeting of Canadian
librarians at the ALA annual conference
in Seattle in 1925.
• The Canadian contingent, meeting
in Toronto in 1927 at the ALA annual
conference, passes a motion to found a
national association and sets up an
organizing committee, chaired by Fred
Landon.
1927: MOTION APPROVED
At a meeting of Canadian librarians
convened during the June 1927
American Library Association (ALA) conference in Toronto, John Ridington,
librarian of the University of British
Columbia, proposed a motion to form a
Canadian library association. The
motion was approved.
The task of carrying out the intent
of the motion, including the selection of
a first president, was assigned to Fred
Landon, chief librarian of the University
of Western Ontario and president of the
Ontario Library Association.
To assist him, Landon was authorized to select a committee representing

every part of the country. Ridington, as
the originator of the idea, believed he
should be the president, and he expected Landon and his committee to
appoint him almost immediately.
However, Landon did not move quickly,
and, as the months passed Ridington
became increasingly impatient.
Ridington knew through the western
members of the committee that Landon
had not even been in touch with them.
He sent a telegram to Landon on
Nov. 15, 1927, seeking an explanation.
Landon responded immediately and
testily. He pointed out that a key committee member, George Locke (head of
the Toronto Public Library), had been
absent in Europe. And, according to
Landon, Locke's influence was needed
to counterbalance the efforts being
made to undermine the new national
association — and Ridington himself by W.O. Carson, superintendent of public libraries for the Province of Ontario.
Landon then sent to the members
of his committee (and to many other
Canadian librarians) a memorandum on
the organization of the new association.
He had drawn the memorandum up
after consulting with Locke and William
Sykes, head of the Ottawa Public
Library.
The three-page memorandum
described an organization nothing like
the one Ridington had in mind. Furious
and complaining about being stampeded, Ridington composed a highly critical
nine-page response. He insisted that
Landon had misinterpreted his committee's mandate and had basically got it
all wrong. Ridington mobilized his western colleagues. and they echoed his
sentiments in separate letters to
Landon.
In the face of this campaign,
Landon succumbed, polled his committee, and in February 1928 informed
Ridington that Ridington had been chosen president.

1928: THE CARNEGIE CORPORATION
Now it was Ridington's turn to slow
down. He was convinced that the first
requirement of the new association,
preceding incorporation or a membership drive, was the creation of a secretariat. He was also convinced that
membership fees alone could not support this secretariat. He felt that external funding was essential, and for this
he believed there were only two possible
sources: the Canadian government and
the Carnegie Corporation. It was too
late in that year's budget cycle to expect
any support from the federal government, so the Carnegie Corporation
became his primary target.
Ridington sought advice and support from Carl Milam, executive director
of ALA. Ridington had met with Milam
in Toronto to discuss a national library
association for Canada and the nature
of its relationship with ALA. Milam told
Ridington that the Carnegie Corporation
would be unlikely to pay for the continuing administrative costs of a new organization. He instead advised Ridington
that he might have more success if he
requested support for special projects.
It was May before Ridington got
around to writing to Frederick Keppel,
president of the Carnegie Corporation.
He wrote not to seek a grant for anything specific, but to sound Keppel out
on the general idea of providing financial support to what he called the
library field in Canada."
In June 1928 Milam wrote to
Ridington, suggesting that a project
that might meet with Carnegie
Corporation approval would be a series
of meetings to be held across Canada
with the object of stimulating support
for the library movement. The meetings
would feature speeches from leading
librarians. In this connection Milam
mentioned George Locke, Mary Black of
the Fort William Public Library,
Gerhard Lamer of McGill University,
and of course Ridington himself.
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Ridington responded with enthusiasm to this idea, but he had a different
slant on the project: rather than a
series of meetings, Ridington wanted to
conduct a national survey on the state
of libraries in Canada.
It was February 1929 before
Ridington submitted a concrete proposal to Keppel, and he had to wait for a
response until April, when the corporation decided to set the application aside
until the following year. In March 1930,
Ridington reactivated his proposal, and
a month later the Carnegie Corporation
approved a grant of $10,000, to be
administered by ALA.

dent vacant. It wasn't vacant for long:
the meeting re-elected Ridington.
Departing from Los Angeles by
train for eastern Canada, Ridington was
not only the Chairman of the
Commission of Enquiry but also the
President of CLA, an organization that
continued to exist in the minds of a few
people, if not in reality.

Basil Stuart-Stubbs, who lives in
Vancouver, is aformer director of the
School of Library, Archival and
Information Studies at the University of
British Columbia

1930: INVESTIGATING
LIBRARY CONDITIONS
Ridington invited George Locke and
Mary Black to participate with him on a
commission of enquiry, which would
investigate library conditions from coast
to coast during the summer of 1930
and prepare a report with recommendations for the Carnegie Corporation.
At this point three years had
elapsed since Canadian librarians had
voted to establish a Canadian library
association. To demonstrate that the
initiative was still alive, Ridington convened a small meeting of Canadian
librarians at the ALA conference in Los
Angeles in June 1930. He described for
the meeting how the Commission of
Enquiry had resulted from his efforts to
establish CLA. Then he surprised the
meeting by declaring the office of presi-

BACK ISSUES OF Ex LIBRIS NEWS
The Board of the Ex Libris Association has authorized
the sale of back issues of Its newsletter. Ex Llbris News. Single issues
are available at a cost of $2.00 per copy; a complete set of back issues'
from Number I to 28 is available for $24.00.
Write Ex Libris Association, c/o Dean's Office,
Faculty of Information Studies, University of Toronto,
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6
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Why I Became A Librarian: Marianne Scott
Upon reflection it is hard for me to
remember when I was not a librarian.
But there was a time...
I grew up in Montreal in a singleparent family with my mother working
very hard to make ends meet. She was
the determined one, and she was
adamant that I was to do what she had
not had the chance to do: go to university.
Fulfilling my mother's dream, I
entered McGill University in 1945 with a
cohort of World War II veterans and a
lack of any sense of what I wanted to
do. During my years as a McGill student I had a lot of fun. I took courses
that interested me, including quite a lot
of geography, which was a new program.
But I had no sense of what I would do
upon graduation.
I found my first year at University
to be rather overwhelming. I came from
a small, all-female high school environment. Upon reflection, the school seems
to have had a high teacher/student
ratio, whereas McGill seemed overloaded. It was difficult to get access to
anyone to talk about courses or programs. I spent most of my first year in
the library of the Royal Victoria College
residence where there was a very kind
and dedicated librarian, Violet Coughlin.
who helped me get oriented. It is interesting to note that by the time I finally
made it to librar y school, Vi Coughlin
was the librarian of the school. We
quickly became good friends. It was a
friendship that lasted long after she left
McGill and went to teach at the
University of Toronto.
After first year I used the old
Redpath library and it was there that I
became aware of librarians in training.
Each morning they would troop up from
the bowels of the old library, past the
circulation desk to the upper reaches...
but to do what? There was something
in that march that discouraged me from
inquiring further. Besides, libraries had
not really been a part of my early years.
I visited the Westmount Public Library
only when I was in dire need of research
material for some high school project.

As graduation neared, the talk of
what to do became all-important.
Several of my girlfriends were planning
to take the one-year secretarial program
at the Mother House, which I believe
was run by the Congregation of Notre
Dame. This was the best secretarial
program in Montreal and rumour had it
that the graduates went directly into
senior secretarial positions. As my
mother was by then an executive secretary and I knew from first-hand reports
that she was very good at what she did,
I thought this was a good possibility.
However, I recalled that mother had
always discouraged me from learning
how to type. When I casually suggested
going with my friends to the Mother
House, mother's reply was "Marianne,
you are never going to be at the end of
any man's buzzed'
Armed with my shiny new B.A. and
no specific training, it took me six agonizing and discouraging months to find
a job. At this point any kind of job
would have done. I ended up in the
Standard Life Assurance Company as a
statistical clerk. What that really meant
was that I was the gopher. The people
were great and we had a lot of fun, but I
really was bored beyond reason. This
was the state I was in one afternoon
when I boarded the bus from downtown
Montreal for the 45-minute trip home.
As it happened, there was an empty
seat beside the son of a neighbour. We
began talking, exchanging information
about what we were both doing. He told
me he was a librarian and was working
as a research assistant in the office of a
vice-president of a large Canadian corporation.
I am sure I began to act like an
amateur detective with all my questions,
but I found his answers very satisfying.
I liked the idea of searching for answers,
of organizing things, and most of all,
variety. We finished the conversation on
the street in front of where I lived. My
guardian angel was looking out for me
again!
During the walk home I decided
that it might be fun to become a librari-

an. When my mother came home we
did our usual download of what the day
had held for each of us. I finished my
day's story with a simple statement:
" Mother, I have decided to go to library
school and become a librarian". To my
mother's great credit she did not miss a
beat with the supper preparations, but
simply said, 'That is great dear."
This all happened in late summer. I
was very fortunate, the library school
put me on a waiting list and a place
opened up and I started my courses in
September. The rest is history. I never
looked back, and never had any regrets.
This time after graduation, the job
market for me was quite a different situation. While there was no great shortage
of librarians, we all had a choice of
places to go. I wanted to work at McGill
as I thought being a serials librarian
would be a great challenge. Cataloguing
and classification were not really for me
in spite of the heroic efforts of Virginia
Murray who taught these courses and
had a considerable reputation. However
the salaries at McGill were the lowest
being offered, and I really needed something a bit more lucrative.
The Bank of Montreal offered me a
position as the assistant librarian
responsible for all cataloguing and reference! It was a great learning experience
and I stayed approximately three years
in that position until an opportunity to
become the law librarian at McGill
opened up. Like many people, I accepted that job thinking that this would at
least get me into the organization
(McGill), and after a decent amount of
time I would see if the position of serials
librarian became available. But it was
18 years before I pried myself lose from
the Law Library and accepted the position of Director of Libraries. From there
it was off to Ottawa in 1984 to accept
the honour of being the third National
Librarian of Canada.
For me, the training I had at
McGill's library school allowed me to do
things I loved doing. I had the opportunity to make a difference, while at the
same time earning a living.
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Why I Became A Librarian: How My Career
Choose Me and What Followed.
By Pat Yamamoto
When looking forward to my
approaching retirement. I was inclined
to reminisce and regale the unwary with
tales of past glory. Now in my postretirement phase, I find that I am only
too happy to leave it all in the past. It
could, however, be quite valuable and
enlightening to look back over past
times and experiences, not to contemplate where "we" (libraries and I) had
been, but to see how far "we" had come.
First let me state: I have always
been SEVERELY and helplessly addicted
to books and libraries (books first, and
libraries by normal extension). I love
the look, the smell and the total aura of
both. I am addicted to acquiring, handling, reading and looking at books, so a
career that encompassed this single
aspect would seem the perfect one for a
person with such an addiction. Further.
I am fascinated with the mysterious
alchemy that allows one mind to communicate with and grip the imagination
of another mind, over the centuries,
over the miles, over the differing cultures and languages, through the magic
that is reading. I enjoyed facilitating the
bond between author and reader. I
enjoyed being a LIBRARIAN.
However, I was almost 15 years old
before realization dawned and this
career chose me. My first "working"
experience in a library was as an unpaid
page in junior high school during my
study period. Then, in my sophomore
year in high school I got up enough
courage to apply for an after-school job.
One of the interviewer's questions was:
"Are you interested in this job in the
Library because you intend to become a
librarian when you grow up?" I hope I
didn't blurt out "Are you crazy? But I
may have because I didn't get that job.
Nevertheless, as I left the librarian's
office, I was at once stuck by a revelation. Become a librarian? Why not?
Then and there the decision was made.

Throughout high school and into
college I pursued a course of study that
seemed relevant to a career in libraries:
literature, languages, the humanities
and typing. My first position was in the
Hutchinson (Kansas) Junior College
Library as a student assistant and two
years later I was the assistant to the
head of the Periodicals Department in
the William Allen White Library, Kansas
State Teachers College (KSTC), Emporia.
KSTC offered degrees in Library
Science (both undergraduate and graduate), but had lost its ALA accreditation.
For that reason, although I took as
many undergraduate library science
courses as I could, my plan was to
study for my Master of Science in
Library Science degree at the University
of Illinois in Urbana/Champaign after
earning my BA at KSTC.
By the middle of August, 1960, 1
had graduated with a BA and was
marking time while working full-time at
the KSTC Library. I had been accepted
into the graduate program at Illinois,
but I had yet to be notified whether I
had been awarded a graduate assistantship or not.
At this fateful juncture, the Kansas
Traveling Libraries Commission in
Topeka was suddenly in urgent need of
a librarian. They were about to embark
on an innovative demonstration of bookmobile and county-wide service to
Kingman County in central Kansas, and
the librarian who was to plan and head
this demonstration had just jumped
ship and taken another position. When
the Library School was approached to
propose someone to leap in at the•last
minute, I was recommended and hired
practically on the spot. I had to make
up my mind very quickly too, but it
seemed to me that this would be a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity. I made it clear
at the outset that I would stay in the
position for a year and go on to graduate school the following year.
Of course, within the week I was

notified that I had been awarded the
graduate assistantship. So I declined
the assistantship, postponed my entry
into the MSLS program at Illinois and
hoped I could get back on track after
taking this rather major detour for a
year.
Since 1958, the Kansas Traveling
Libraries Commission had been responsible for the administration of the plans
for the implementation of the Library
Services Act in that state. This United
States law, which came into effect in
1956, had as its purpose the provision
of a means for promoting library service
to rural areas of the United States. The
state library agencies were charged with
the administration of the plans for the
use of these federal funds (with matching funds from the states). The impending bookmobile/larger-service-area
demonstration was the first phase of the
LSA funded initiatives that the KTLC
was undertaking on behalf of the rural
citizens of Kansas.
As a part of the Kansas State
Library organization, the Kansas
Traveling Libraries Commission had
been closely involved with the provision
of book collections (by mail) and advisory services to rural libraries and patrons
since its beginnings in the 1890s. For
more than a year before I joined the
KSTC, library staff had been acquiring
and processing the books which were to
become the bookmobile (and backup)
collection for the three-month demonstration of library services. This was to
lead up to a vote by the citizens of
Kingman County for a tax to be levied to
support a county library.
Representatives from the KTLC had
been working with local organizations
and the small Kingman (Town) Library
to lay the groundwork and make the
preliminary arrangements for the
demonstration..
My first assignment was to spend a
week with the bookmobiles in Johnson
County for a general orientation to the
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routines. Next. I crossed Kingman
County to schedule and arrange for the
various bookmobile stops that would be
made during the demonstration period:
21 small towns and at two one-room
school houses. My bookmobile driver
was a retired Kingm an County Sheriff ...
of the Gary Cooper persuasion.
Even though in the end the library
tax proposal was defeated, the response
to our library service was enthusiastic
and I had the time of my life. I fondly
remember the many patrons who
became regulars and then friends on my
rounds through the county.
For several months after the bookmobile demonstration ended, I drove
from small town to small town in the
western half of the state as a library
consultant to the mostly volunteer
library staff who manned the small
libraries that were to be found in almost
every village.
Back in Topeka at the KTLC, we
were readying another bookmobile/larger-service-area demonstration in
Wabaunsee and Pottawatomie Counties.
This demonstration was to be 18
months and although I traversed the
two counties planning itineraries and
bookmobile stops, I was not the bookmobile librarian. I was to start my graduate studies at the University of Illinois
before the end of the demonstration
period.
Because this demonstration was
close to the KTLC headquarters in
Topeka, all staff were directly involved
with the demonstration at one time or
another. This was very good for staff
morale because it was possible for staff
members to see first-hand how all the
hard work was paying off. One of my
more glamorous responsibilities was
weekly storytelling and folk singing at
the various bookmobile stops. I say
"glamorous" because I was once asked
for my autograph by one of my small-fry
fans!
It was a good thing that I had stated my resolve to return to graduate
school so strongly, as I was finding the
work I was doing extremely interesting,
fulfilling and seductive. Nevertheless,
although I think I made useful contributions to those western Kansas libraries,

I soon realized that I would have been
much more effective with broader experience, more education and the specialized training that a graduate degree
conveys. After an exciting and productive year, I was able to take up where I
left off and resume my academic career
in the Masters programme at the
University of Illinois.
My graduate assistantship was in
the Cataloguing Department of the main
Library at the University of Illinois. It
was 1961 and the University of Illinois
Library system was the third largest
university library in North America. The
Cataloguing Department was a very
busy place! In my view, a stint as a cataloguer is the best background training
that a librarian can have for any future
library endeavors.
After I received my Masters degree I
was in charge of the Illini Union
Browsing Room for the next two years.
The Illini Union is the University of
Illinois students activities building, an
impressive structure that houses bowling alleys. ball rooms, billiard rooms,
conference and meeting rooms, a fairly
sizeable hotel facility, cafeterias, dining
rooms, bookstore and in a beautiful
space that was formerly a ball room, the
Browsing Room. All the books in the
collection of about 3500 had been published within the past two years, and it
was one of my responsibilities to read
all the literary reviews and ensure that
all the bestsellers and other books of
current interest were available ASAP.
The flip side was that I read as
many of the books as I could so that I
could recommend a "good read." There
was also an extensive collection of 33
1/3 phonograph recordings for circulation and one of the great controversies
of the day was my inclusion in the collection of Beatles "stuff'. For a year
prior to coming to Canada, I rounded
out my employment in the University of
Illinois Library system as the
Acquisitions Librarian in the Social
Sciences Library
My Canadian husband finished off
his degree at Illinois in 1966 and we
came back to Canada. By the end of
the year I was eager to continue my
career, but anxious to find a part-time

position because my children were still
small. I learned from a TV repairman
that the Scarborough campus of the
University of Toronto had just begun
operation nearby so I took a chance and
applied for a position. Mr. John Ball, the
College Librarian, took a chance and
hired me in January, 1967. The hiring
was "on spec" so to speak, as the
Ontario New University Libraries Project
(ONULP), of which Scarborough College
was a part, was just winding down. By
June of that year librarians would be
needed at the College Library to carry
on the library materials acquisition and
other duties which had been the responsibility of the Project.
For the next 32 years I worked at
Scarborough College Library (later
Vincent W. Bladen Library, University of
Toronto at Scarborough) and saw a lot
of changes. Cataloguing was automated
from the outset, but I witnessed the
number of computers in the library
grow from one to more than one hundred, with one on every staff member's
desk. I witnessed the days when the
highlight of the month was the receipt of
the latest National Union Catalogue volume, as well as the days when the
whole set was boxed up and put in storage in an unused washroom. Later, the
elation was universal when we received
the CD ROM discs of the various newspapers and periodical indexes. At the
last, with the advent of online access,
these shiny discs became mere expensive baubles, not used enough to justify
the space they were taking up.
Because of their US content, these
remarks may not add very much to a
history of librarianship in Canada. Still,
I have something in common with a
great proportion of Canadians from all
walks of life. We came from somewhere
else, but now, here we are in Canada,
Canadians all.
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ELA's Annual

Get-Together 2000: A Summary

The 2000 Get-Together was hosted by
Lynn Matthews at the Kitchener Public
Library on November 6; the theme Libraries and Archives.
SPEAKER ONE: DR. JOHN ENGLISH

The keynote speaker was Dr. John
English, professor of history at the
University of Waterloo. In March 1998,
the Minister of Canadian Heritage
announced the launch of consultations
on the future role and structure of the
National Archives and the National
Library. Dr. English was appointed to
direct the study and his report - The
Future Role of the National Archives
and the National Library - was the
focus of his address. A copy of his recommendations appeared in the fall
issue of the Ex Libris Newsletter.
Although Dr. English recommends the
National Archives and the National
Library remain separate institutions
with distinct leadership, he strongly
emphasized the need for increased
cooperation in the planning and delivery of their respective mandates.
Practical considerations aside, the principle is rooted in the traditions of both.
They have shared a building and, from
1953 until retirement in 1968, W. Kaye
Lamb was both Dominion Archivist and
National Librarian.
In order to achieve a greater degree of
convergence, Dr. English recommends
the establishment of a common board
consisting of the National Archivist, the
National Librarian, senior representatives from the Heritage Department and
user representation from the archival,
library, cultural and information fields.
The intent is to increase common programs and services, to develop closer
ties with other agencies and crown corporations within the Heritage portfolio
and to facilitate access by all
Canadians.
As a result of the Program Review of
1995, cultural agencies under the
umbrella of the Department of
Canadian Heritage "took a financial
hit". As Dr. English explained, this was

especially difficult for the National
Archives and the National Library, since
both had enjoyed rapid and almost continuous growth. Funding constraints
curtailed program development and
forced the departure of talented staff.
Viewed as "culture and heritage", the
image of both institutions as a resource
to be accessed and shared by all
Canadians was diminished.

Dr. English referred to some of the
issues examined during the consultation process: legislative mandates - are
they sufficient; collections - who collects what; preservation - how to prevent the degrading and deletion of electronic material; freedom of information
- where does it fit?
In summary, Dr. English believes the
resolution of most issues can be faclli-

Your Invitation To Participate In
The Annual Get-Together - November 5, 2001
-t ev e: Cro . ohwug Li.ows t 4 tt%ddew pYagows
i w Cawadiaw Ubrares C 4 PbtisYt%wg H stor(j
BY THE EILIBRIS GET-TOGETHER COMMITTEE 2001

The organizing committee proposes to explore with members the impact of some of the
memorable persons and litLkkitown details of events that many of us have known on
interesting and memorable. It need hot be a personal experience.
The one-day meeting (9:00 - 3:30 p,m.l will take place in the North York Central
Library, Toronto. The reminiscences will not be the whole programme, but they will
be arranged to complement our speakers. The speakers•that'we are coasidertng will
cover current and historic aspects of books and library history in Canada.'
Already being considered are:
*
Heather Reisman, Chapters/Indigo Inc. or alternate
*
Judy Donnelly, History of the Rook in Canada Project
*
An ExLibris Association Member from Quebec /Atlantic provinces
A Canadian publisher from Western Canada.
*
Members may wish to propose names of speakers. There will be a maximum of four
speakers who will be invited to speak singly or in panels.
The organizing committee wishes to receive brief contributions to the theme from
members across the country. We will select as many as possible to share at the meeting but all Will be entered Into the lxLfbris Archives and will be available there.
The contribution can be written, oral, visual or digital and should not exceed five
minutes or 500 words or 1.5 typed pages in length. As many will be presented as pos
sable at the meeting. Photographs are welcome. They should be received by the organizing committee not later than midnigbt September 1, 2001.
Send c/o The ExLibris Association, Dean's Office. Faculty of Information Studies,
University of Toronto, 140 St. George St. Toronto, Ontario, M5S 3G6.
The final program will be announced in the Autumn issue of Ex.Libr s News. This issue
will also carry the committee; reports for the Annual 11eet ng scheduled for that day.
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tated by increased convergence on the
part of both institutions. Other
requirements include greater cooperation with agencies within the Heritage
Portfolio, a more central role in the
information management policies and
practices of the federal government, and
i mproved access by traditional means
and the World Wide Web. Regarding
leadership, Dr. English believes the
most important factor to be considered
is the need for both the institution and
its leadership to be a strong and effective voice with the public and with government.
SPEAKER TWO: GWYNETH EVANS
The second speaker was Gwyneth
Evans, Director General of National and
International Programs for the National
Library.
Ms. Evans had recently returned from
an international symposium at the
Library of Congress - National Libraries
of the World; Interpreting the Past,
Shaping the Future. It was, as she said,
an opportunity "to be taken out of one's
spot"- an opportunity to hear from and
exchange views with colleagues holding
senior responsibilities in national
libraries. She spoke about the uniqueness of the Library of Congress as both
a national resource and a library to the
legislative branch - distinct from the
Canadian experience where the latter
role is assumed by the Library of
Parliament. She mentioned national
libraries in Europe that have moved
from collections into the cultural, historical and political environment in
which they were born. She also spoke
of emergent national libraries in the
developing world, where an alliance
with other institutions has not been
developed.
Many national libraries, including
Canada, occupy a middle ground in
terms of development - a stage Ms.
Evans referred to as "Phase 2". These
institutions are actively involved in
assisting front line people in their
efforts to provide a more comprehensive
service - for example, interlibrary loan
and a union catalogue.
Ms. Evans concluded there were more
similarities than differences among

national libraries. Many face enormous
challenges posed by wars and the consequent destruction and dispersal of
collections. The need to explore the
potential of technology to expedite the
free flow of information has never been
stronger. There was general agreement
that the fundamental role of national
libraries must be examined in order to
determine the required standards and
protocols.
Turning to the National Library of
Canada, Ms. Evans noted that cutbacks
mandated by the Program Review were
detrimental to achieving a more visible
presence, and this is an area receiving
renewed emphasis under Carrier's leadership. Currently, efforts to increase
visibility via the Web and to develop an
approach to Canadian content on the
Web are underway.
The question of space is an ongoing
and accelerating problem for the
National Archives and the National
Library, and the leaders of both institutions are together addressing this issue.
In order to prevent further degrading
and loss of material, immediate and
long-term preservation of the collection
is a pressing priority. From the outset,
Carrier has viewed the preservation of
the nation's history as a major role for
the National Library. Access is fundament, and a principle goal is a free
Access Amicus. As Ms. Evans
remarked, "to see a book and not be
able to get it - that's what irks the
user."
The Kaye Lamb initiative of serving
Canadians through the collections of
Canadian libraries is being maintained.
Libraries have shared their materials
with the National Librar y and there is a
recognized responsibility to allow free
access to national resources. But, as
Ms. Evans noted - we are now in different times where the need to be
accountable for the use of public funds
is a real challenge.
SPEAKER THREE:
MIRIAM MCTIERNAN
The third speaker was Miriam
McTiernan, Archivist of Ontario.
Ms. McTiernan views a changing
information environment and the diver-

sity of information formats as pressing
issues to be addressed by the Ontario
Archives. Voice mail, e-mail and digital
signatures are complicating factors
when one attempts to define "a document." The self- management of information currently practiced by individuals and organizations degrades the
quality and consistency of record management techniques and has a detrimental affect on preservation.
Ultimately, the problem of dealing with
records in a variety of formats leads to
a diminished willingness to take on private resources.
Ms. McTiernan spoke of a diversity of
requests representing clients with different needs, and indicated most are
from genealogists and families. Others
relate to abuse in provincial institutions, Commissions of Inquiry, Native
l and claims, environmental hazards,
background material for film and television documentaries, medical investment
in genetic diseases, and proof of birth,
death, marriage and divorce.
In order to identify issues and chart
the future, a Strategic Plan has been
developed for the Ontario Archives. A
principle goal is customer service,
including the current expectation that
distance access be available. The importance of outreach, which has been
affected by cutbacks, was emphasized,
including partnerships with educational
organizations in order that young people have access to primary resources.
Ms. McTiernan referred to the need to
work closel y with information technology groups. Material generated by ministries where system design has not
been maintained and the frequent
incompatibility of these systems has led
to gaps in the continuity of records.
I mproving the ability to deal with electronic material remains a priority.
Many of the holdings of the Ontario
Archives are stored off-site and deterioration of the collection is a serious concern. Presently, four locations are
linked by an erratic delivery service.
The goal is two facilities with public service in Toronto and off-site storage in
the Greater Toronto area, with no more
than 1-hour deliver y between the two. A
"Friends" organization has been formed
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as a key component of the building
plan.
As Ms. McTiernan noted, the Archives
are the principal source of Ontario's
documentary memory - a proven cultural institution and a leader in customized service.
In conclusion, the 2000 Get-Together
was a remarkable study in similarities almost a litany of identical situations
and challenge. The following quotation
from Dr. English's report (XI Conclusion) is worthy of note by all who
profess belief in the preservation and
sharing of our heritage, nationally and
at the provincial level: 'The excellence
of so many archivists and librarians is
obvious, the resources of the two institutions remarkable, and the future so
exciting. Their promise is ours to celebrate; failure our tragedy to share."
Report prepared by Nancy Hall.

The Proposed
W. KAYE LAMB AWARD FOR SERVICE TO SENIORS
The Ex Libris Association and the Canadian Library Association are proposing the establishment of a new biannual award called the W. Kaye Lamb
Award For Service to Seniors.
The purpose of this award is to recognize a library that has developed an
ongoing service or programme of benefit to senior users and/or the design
and organization of buildings and facilities to improve access and use by
senior users.
It is proposed that the award take the form of a suitable mounted, framed
and illuminated certificate bearing the name of the award and the recipient. It
will be presented biannually by the presidents of the CLA and ELA at CLA's
annual awards banquet.
This proposal was presented to the Council of CLA by Stan Skrzeszewski,
president of the CLA. It was approved by the Council "with enthusiasm" and
passed on to a Committee for "expedition".

WRITE TO THE EX LIBRIS ASSOCIATION
FOR YOUR COPY OF:

THE MORTON YEARS,
THE CLA, 1946-1911
By Elizabeth Hulse
Published in 1995 with a forword by W. Kaye Lamb. 141 pages.

EACH COPY IS $5.
Please send order and payment to:

Ex LmRIS ASSOCIATION
c/o Dean's Office
Faculty of Information Studies
University of Toronto
140 St. George Street
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6

EX LIBRIS ASSOCIATION
CONSTITUTION
I.

Name

1. The name shall be Ex Libris Association.
II.

Objectives

1. To provide a forum for interested individuals to stimulate the recollection and
publication of the history of Canadian librarianship.
2. To provide a vehicle for the collection of oral histories related to library
history in Canada.
3. To identify and ensure collection of materials related to library history in Canada which
are not at present collected, organized, or preserved by any other organization.
4. To encourage persons and institutions possessing archival materials related to library
history in Canada to preserve and publicize their holdings.
* 5. To keep members informed on current developments and issues in libraries and
li brarianship in Canada.
* 6. To serve as a voice for retired librarians on important library-related issues on which
they would wish to be heard.
7. To publish a Newsletter performing the following functions: to inform members of
activities of individuals and institutions in the field of librarianship; to discuss issues
concerning libraries and librarians; to record matters of interest in the history and
development of libraries and the library profession.
8. The Association shall be carried on without purpose of gain for its members, and any
profits or other gains to the Association shall be used solely to promote its objectives.
Ill.

Members

1. Any person whose career has been chiefly in libraries, or in the field of publishing, or
in books or related fields is eligible for membership.
IV.

Meetings

1. An annual meeting shall be held at a time and place to be decided by the Board.
2. The Board shall meet at least twice a year, once in the spring and once in the fall.

* Note: At the Annual Meeting of November 6, 2000, the Ex Libris Constitution was amended to
include Objectives 5 and 6 above.
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In Memoriam Essays

Alixe Elizabeth Hambleton:
1928-2001

Dorothy Shoemaker
1907-2000

Alixe Elizabeth (nee Lyon) Hambleton (BLS
1950. MLS 1973, PhD 1980), died on January 28,
2001 surrounded by her friends. Alixe was born in
Saskatoon on October 16, 1928, and spent her
early years in Bethune, Lumsden, Biggar and
Rosetown. She was proud of her Prairie roots, and
her life-long connection to Saskatchewan.
After working in children's services in public
libraries in Saskatoon, Edmonton, New York and
Vancouver, and in school library administration in
Ossining, New York, Etobicoke and Toronto, Alixe
moved to Regina in 1976 when she accepted a
position as assistant professor in the Faculty of
Education at the University of Regina. She became
a full professor in 1986, and retired in 1993.
Alixe served as President of the Canadian
School Library Association, published widely, and
gave many workshops and conference presentations on children's literature and on the role of
school libraries in education. She inspired a generation of teachers and librarians with her knowledge, enthusiasm and compassion, and was
instrumental in the development of a vital and
active community of teacher-librarians in the
province through her work with the Saskatchewan
School Librar y Association.
Her passion for children's literature and her
belief in the importance of books in the lives of
children was the foundation of her professional
commitment. Alixe was a dedicated member of
Wesley United Church in Regina and served on the
board of St. Andrew's College, Saskatoon, and on
several committees of the Saskatchewan
Conference of the United Church of Canada.
Wherever she served, she used story to create
links between people and literature, and people
and ideas. A gifted storyteller, she believed in the
power of narrative to transform the lives of her listeners.
Alixe is survived by her niece Gail Edwards
and husband Douglas of Vancouver, and by a host
of friends whose lives were enriched b y her kindness, her wit and her wonderful loving heart.
Adapted from The Globe And Mail, January 31,
2001.

Dorothy Shoemaker, who retired in
1971 as the chief librarian of the
Kitchener Public Library, passed away in
the autumn of 2000 at the age of 93.
She took that position in 1944 following the retirement of Dr. Mabel Dunham,
the well-known author and a pioneer of
library service in Ontario. Dorothy was
also active in provincial library affairs and
served a term as president of the Ontario
Library Association.
It was largely through her influence
in the community and determination that
Kitchener opened a new main library
building in 1961. A progressive librarian
who encouraged high standards of public
service, Dorothy Shoemaker was a popular and respectful figure.
As a Centennial project in 1967, the
Kitchener Public Library Board established an annual literary competition for
all age groups in the community. This
contest proved to be so successful that it
eventually became open to all areas of
what was the Midwestern Regional
Library System and continues to enjoy
this widespread popularity to the present
time.
Upon her retirement in 1971, the
Library Board named the contest The
Dorothy Shoemaker Award in her honour
and in recognition of her interest in budding authors. Before her death, Dorothy
left the sum of $100,000 to a local foundation to ensure the future of the award.
In her retirement she spent her winters with a close friend in Arizona, and
enjoyed good health until the last few
years of her long life. The award will
ensure that her memory lives on in the
community she served so well.
Contributed by Lynn Matthews

Ex Libris Association
- ao^ec;c;
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value your membership and hope that you will renew again this year.
Remember, any donations are tax deductible.
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and return it as soon as possible. Make cheques payable to EX LIBRIS
ASSOCIATION.

Mail to:
Ex LIBRIS ASSOCIATION
c/o Dean's Office,
Faculty of Information Studies,
University of Toronto,
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q

LIFE MEMBERSHIP @ $200.00:
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Members wishing to pay more than the regular membership may do so
through a donation. Receipts for income tax purposes will be issued.

I

Carol Goodger-Hill has retired from the University of Guelph Library
after 15 years of service.
Mary L. Shepherd, (BLS '63, MLS '73, Toronto) died on
December 18. 1999. She was 85 and had been living with her
daughter. Graduates of the University of Toronto's Faculty of
Library Service will remember her well as she was Assistant to
the Dean, and responsible for student and graduate placement.
She had an encyclopedic knowledge of students, salaries and
working conditions in the field.
Honor Genevieve Buttars (Dip '36, BLS '41), a Life Member of
ELA, died in Cobourg. Ontario on October 25, 2000, after a long
illness. Her son has reported that she considered her time at the
Oshawa Public Library (late '50s to mid '70s) the best years of
her life.
Margaret Ann (Tough) O'Regan, BLS '63 (Toronto) died in
Newmarket, Ontario, on January 25, 2000, at the age of 60. She
was Head Librarian at L'Amoreaux Collegiate, Scarborough, and
former Chief Librarian at Uxbridge, Ontario.
Michel Theriault, PhD, MLS (Toronto '69), formerly of the
National Library, where he directed the Retrospective
Bibliography Division from 1975-85, died in Ottawa on
September 29, 2000. In recent years he had followed his original
interest in law and was a professor of law at Saint Paul
University. Michel Theriault was the son of author Yves Theriault.
Doris E. Wagg, BLS '58 (Toronto), died in Toronto, December 12,
2000 at the age of 81. She worked in the Ontario Legislative
Library, retiring as Acting Head in 1977.
Donald A. Watt, MA, BLS, died October 25, 2000 in Oakville,
Ontario. He was a veteran of the RCAF and was a 36.5-year
employee of the Toronto Public Library and the Metro Toronto
Library Board.
Katharine Roberta Angus (nee Peach) died December 29,
2000, from cancer in Toronto. Following a teaching career and
the raising of her family, she obtained a BLSc from Western in
1982, and was a librarian in Mississauga, Ontario. She was on
leave from her position as manager of the Lome Park/Clarkson
branch at the time of her death at the age of 64.
Muriel E. (Morgan) Jack, MA, MLS ('67 Toronto), died February
8, 2001. Born in Trinidad, Muriel came to Toronto in 1954 and
joined the staff of the Toronto Public Library. Later she developed a program for training library technicians at Ryerson.

After more than 30 years of service, Bernard (Mel) Katz has
retired from the University of Guelph Library. During his career,
Katz held numerous positions: catalogue librarian, head of circulation, head of humanities and head of archives and special collections. Katz contributed time and expertise to the OLA and
CLA and is recognized as an expert on Canadian copyright law.
He received the university's Academic Librarianship Award in
1997.

Conrad Reitz has retired as Collections & Reference Librarian from
the University of Windsor.
Ruth Hoffert, creator of the Resource Library at the "Depot Division"
of the RCMP in Regina, retired on September 15, 2000 after 35 years
with the Federal Government. She began her career in Ottawa at
Agriculture Canada's PFRA library in 1965, moving to Regina in 1975.
An article in the Depot Division Newsletter, reprinted in the SLA
Forum, says she was involved in the training of more than 16,000
recruits at the Academy. She was awarded a Governor General's medal
for exemplary public service.
Elsie (de Bruijn) Wollaston, BLS '66, has taken early retirement from
UBC with the title Administrative Librarian Emerita.
Rietta Bell, Uofl' '36, formerly of Bala, Ontario, has moved to Fort
Myers, Florida where she volunteers in the local village library.

Anne Woodsworth (PhD, BLS '63, MLS '69) was appointed Dean of the
School of Information and Library Science at the Pratt Institute in
Brooklyn, New York, effective August 1, 2000.
Josiane Polidori has been appointed Head, Canadian Children's
Literature Service, National Library of Canada. She was Writing and
Publishing Officer with the Canada Council, where she was responsible for the Governor General's Literacy Awards. Her present role will
be to develop, expand and promote the library's children's literature
collection.
Fanshawe College Library welcomes Martie Grof-Iannelli as its new
Manager, Library & Media Services. Martie replaces Annette K. Frost
who took early retirement last May after leading her Library & Media
Services team for more than 26 years.
Ex Libris News would like to thank Elizabeth Ketchwn for compiling this information. Notes were gathered from The Globe And Maa from journals in the FIS
Inforum and from valuable files from Karen Melville. FIS, for which we have
many thanks. Contributions to Milestones from members to the Editor are
always welcome.
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